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A Great ENEMY to | | 


IRUTH, 


No FRIEND to 


PEACE, 


Cryil-Goyernment. 


WHICH 


Is fully made good by the enſuing Diſcovery 


of the Methods and Ways whereby the Papiſts 
promote Popery-in the World. 
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{From which many Inferences and Improvements are 
| made, very ſuitable and uſeful for the preſent time. 


2 Tim. III. 5. 
| Having a form of Godlineſs, but denying the power thereof, from 


ſuch turn away. 
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Nanny, 


TO THE 


READER. 


H AT the World hath no need of Books of this nature, 

i ſufficiently evidenced, eſpecially bere in England; yet 

ſeeing God, who ſitteth upon the circle of the Earth, ma- 

kheth a continual revolution and daily change of affairs #n 

the World : Alſo, that we are ran & take notice of, and 
conſider the Works of his Providence, that we may underſtand his mean- 
ing in reference to our duty, and ſanitifie his Name therein; the 
ſtrange and unſual accidents and circumſtances of the ew time, 
wherein ſuch horrid Plottings and Aftings of the Papiſts are diſco- 
vered, do not « little call for a diſcovery of their Religion, Principles, 
and Devices , and though mach, yea abundance hath been writren to 
convitt the Papal Church of 1dolatry, falſe Dottrine, and many 0- 
ther abominations \ as alſo, to juſtifie the (hurch of England in ſepa- 
rating from it ;, yet theſe Treatiſes and Books do chiefly benefit the 
learned, the rich; being either written in Latin, and ſo not tobe un- 
derſtood ; or Controverſal, and ſo not profitable , or in great Volumes, 
and ſo not to be bought by the weak and meaner ſort. 

That which i chiefly intended herein, us to help the weak, and 5pno- 
rant, who have no foundation of knowledg or underſtanding in Rebie 
gion, ſave what tradition and cuſtom have given them There # at 
this day a great cry raiſed againſt Papiſts and Popery bere in, En- 
gland, by the common people, wha yet know net what Popery us, oz 
wh it ſhould be rejetted ; which gives a great inſtability to the Pro- 
47 Ae intereſt in this Land: For how can that man. bear a teſtimony 
againſt Popery, who knows not what it is? or what reaſon can a 
have to ſuffer for the Goſpel, or to run any hazardin profiling ane 
aſſerting the Proteſtant Religion, that do viot know 67 ſee the true” Aff 
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ference butwixt one Religion and another ? It i therefore needful that 
theſe weak. ones be a little helped, which is the only deſign of this diſ. 
courſe ; ſtrong ones, men of parts. and learning can help themſelves , 
but the weak, bave need of help ;, a little, a weak means may be of u/c 
to ſach, 


Certainly, if ever there were a time to appear fer Chriſt and for his 


Goſpel, it ts now, if we be now ſtlent at the appearance of evil, how. 


ſhall we ſpeak, when it is aitually upon a? It 1s time to ſearch and 
try things, that there may be.an holding faſt of the Truth in England, 
that we may never be brought to feed upon the aſhes of Popiſh Ceremo- 
nies xand”V anities ;, that having once eſcaped from the pollutions of the 
Romiſh {hurch , we may never chuſe, nor be forced to return thither 

ain. This ſhort ſcheme is but an Eſſay, but a taſte of things, to 

ir up the minds of the Proteſtants to ſearch into, and endeavour 
mare fully to under ſtand the Popiſh Religion . the very ſight whereof, 
if taken in the light of the Scripture, 1s Tefcien to turn the hearts of 
people to bate it \, that if God will in the way of his righteous Providence, 
once more throw the Proteſtant Religion here in England into a Wilder 
neſs condition as to outward circumſtances, that yet it may not periſh 
there : For though, as __ deth not hurt the Gold or Silver when caſ 
outo it; nor. is the Cloud injurions to the Sun, but renders its beams 
more grateful; ſo, nor.can tryals or- ſufferings from the hand of Papiſts, 
or any other enemy tothe Truth, hurt the Goſpel, or the true intereſt of 
t.; yet if the ſin of ignorance aud lukewarmneſs of Proteſtants ſhall 
open 4 door tothe Goſpels departure out of England , this poor Nation 
will ſuffer great loſs, and the credit of the Goſpel will be laid low 
among men, who judg of things not according to truth, but according 
ta effe ts and — ſucceſs. | 

The preſent diſpenſations of God do forceably put us upon a diligent 
enquiry into the Principles of the Romiſh Religion, that we might an- 
derſtandingly, aud ont of judgment abhor it, for.if their deings be ſo 
horrible => abominable, as the Plot nnder preſent diſcovery and con- 


federation _—_ how vile then are their Principles and Religion which 


afford ſuch fruit ? 

The faith and patience of the Saints in their ſufferings, have in all 
ages, even to the aſtoniſhment of their Enemies, witneſſed the purity 
and excellency of the Principles of true ((hriſtian R eligion, even to 
the drawing out of ſome, not only to admire but to love and receive them, 
es Juſtin Martyr s ſaid, upon viewing, and conſidering tht patience 
and courage of Martyr'd Chriſtians in his time, ta be movedcurionſly 
ro 
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» examine and enquire into the Doftrines and Principles, which cay- 
ried out thoſe people to endure ſuch miſeries ſo cheerfully, whereby he 
came not only to ſee the Innocency, Righteouſneſs, and Excellency of 
(briſtian Religion, but ſincerely to-imbrace, 2ealouſly to profeſs it, and 
axrageouſly to ſeal it with his. blood, ſo alſo we ow now occaſion 
given us well to view and conſider the ſtate and principles of the Papal 
[turch, that we may come more righteouſly to hate and abhor it, and be 
nre fixt in our proteſting againſt it. 

I have inthis little diſcourſe (which was begun in a Sermon, but now 
mlarged, and by the perſwaſion of ſome made publick,, endeavoured 
heinneſs and perſpicuity, and alſo brevity, as much as ſuch a ſubjett 
pl bear, and leſt I ſhould ſwell it into an unneceſſary charge, where 


[have mentioned or quoted any Latin Author, I have waved the Latin - 


wrds, and given only the Engliſh thereof. 

And whereas their principles or praftiſes are herein deeply charged 
whout any proof 5, I can ſay for my ſelf, that I am not conſcious of do- 
ag them any wrong, or ſpeaking falſely againſt them 5, but doubt nor, 


f it were neceſſary,to prove every tittle out of their own Authors , which' 


fir contrattion - ſake I have alſo waved to name or quote 5, alſo, be- 
unſe it is already and ſufficiently done of late by ſeveral learned 
ſons. 
I ſhall detain the Reader no longer, but commit, and commend what 
blows to b45 charitable eye and judgment, hoping that the weakneſs of 
tr inſtrument any way expreft therein, will be no hinderance to bis 


«ceptance of the truth propoſed to, and ſer before him 7, ſeeing the good - 


if Souls, and of Gods Glory, #s berem ſincerely intended, 


By ſuch a Friend to the Trath, 


as is no Friend to Popery. 
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POPER:Y. 


A Great ENEMY to 


RUT 


5 ever roſe in the World, that of Popery claitts 
the precedency, in regard of worldly my 

£> 'and Power: How little the Profeſſors att Ad* 
p . voeates thereof, titHer in its firfk rife, or itt 

> the management of its fueceeding afftirs; either 
to ſecure or increaſe the Papal State and its 
GA Glory, have asked counfeFof God; or walked 

my inthe ways of his Spirit and Word, a little 
booking. into their Principles, DoAincs and Praffices, will eaſily 
hew : but, God who hath for divers erids relating to his own Glo- 
y, ſuffered: this Papal. and meck-Chureh to arife, proſper, and 
kitherto! abide and continue inthe World'y as he doth fet bounds 
ad-limitsto it;: fo he wiltin- doe-tirtie utterly! evacuate and' deſtroy 


ts.dexicer and defigns; alittle'taſte whereot God' hath'in' mercy of 


late vouchlaft to England, The Aſſertion, according to: the Scrip- 
wre, in. P/ah.:31.. 10 'which'fhall govern the enſuing diſcourſe, is 
this, namely, = 

at the Lord doth and will make the devices of the people of no 


For the moredrar and folt ſpeakingito this, I wilf, ſo 
I, ew 


MONG alt the falſe wzys of Religion that - 
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1. Shew you what theſe people are whoſe devices God will fry. 
Krate. 

_ 2. What their devices.are ;.and ſhall conſider, here, 

1, Objeftzvely, and ſhew what they would eflet by them, 

2- I will- ſpecify them, and ſhew the kind and nature of them, 

i3- We will conſider why God ſuffers thele devices. 

4. How God fruſtrates them, and brings them to nought, T9 
all which, I ſhall add ſome Ififerences by way of , Improvement, 

A. What peoplyis here intended ? This is true, the word people 
alpde taken in the general, comprehending all mankind ; in this 
ſenſe it is true, and fulfilld upon every one in the world at one time 
or other, even in their lawful affairs and conterns; God thereby 
aſſerting his Soveraignty over all the wills, deſires, affairs, and con, 
.cerns of men; alſo, ſhewing that all iſſues and events are at his dil. 
Poſing, that men might fear -and honour his Name, 


'But people here, & to be taken in a limited ſenſe, in oppoſition to | 


Chriſt and his Kingdom. In the World there are two grand in- 


.tereſts, which divide all mankind; there is the intereſt of Chriſt, and | 


-of Satan; theſe as they divide in the head, fo in all the concerns, 
inſtruments, methods and ends, and arein continual oppoſition and 


war with, and againſt each other : This was foretold by God him- | 


ſelf, Gen- 3, 15. That there ſhould be an utter oppoſition betwixt, 
not only the two Heads, Chriſt and Satan, but betwixt their ſeed 
alſo; forif the ſeed.of the Serpent be taken colleft:ively for all the 
Childrenof darkneſs z why ſhould not the feed of the Woman be 
all the Children of light ? Theſe are in continual war with each 0- 


ther, in one form and method or other, as they are guided and | 


influenced by their Heads reſpe&:vely ; fo that the great Rock of of- 
fence in the world, is the Kingdom of Chriſt, . viſibly conſiſting of 
his People, profeſſing his Name, and his-Faith, of his Ordinances, 
his Word and Worſhip, and all in dependance upon, and regardto 
the Lord Chriſt, the great Lawgiver. Now the people here men- 
tioned, are the oppoſers of Chrifts Kingdom under what form foever: 
So Att; 2. 1. Why do the Heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain 
thing ? Who this Heathen and people are, the Apoſtle in As 4.25, 
tells us, where he appli:s it to the Sorsbes and Phariſees, who made 
up the viſible Antichriſt in the days of the Lord Chriſt, and a good 
part of the time of the Apoſtles. . 

So that Chriſt in his People, Ordinances and Worſhip, is the objeR 
of offence and oppoſition, and the. people are the "= 
rom 


4« 


from'the head that influences them, and the work they undertake, 
may well be ſtiled Antichriſtian, of which are many forts; as the 
Apoſtle 1 Fohx 2. 18, ſaith, There are many eAntichriſts ;, ſome 
are ſoin a moral ſenſe, who by a vicious life reje& and endeavour 
to deſtroy the Holineſs and Laws of Chriſts Kingdom; ſome are 
Antichriſts in a political ſenſe, they ſet the edg and force of world- 
ly Laws, Government and Power, againſt the people and ways of 
Chriſt; others are Antichriſts in a ſpsrirual ſenſe, theſe cheriſh and 
uphold the ſecret works of darkneſs in their hearts, and are wholly 
guided by their luſts and corruptions of nature; but ſome are fo 

in an Eccleſiaſtical ſenſe, of which is che Antichriſt, which is diſtin- 

guiſhr from all other; as in 1 Fohn 2. 18. Now all the adherents, 

favourers, and members of this Antichrif?, is the people whoſe de- 

vices the Lord doth and will confound in a ſpecial manner. 

2. What are the devices of this people? For clearing whereof, 
conſider, 

1. What do they deviſe for ? what would they have? Anſw. The 
grand intention is, to fet up and caſt down; they would caſt 
down, that they may ſet up ; they would exalt and eſtabliſh the Pa- 
pacy. In ſpeaking to this, I will ſhew you, 

1. What it is? 2. How they come by it? 

1. What it is? Azſw. If a Headſhip and Soveraignty, fo the 
word Papa, Pope, ſignifies a Father, by way of Eminency, a Father 
of Fathers; ſome would have it from the Interje&ion Pape, which 
is a note of admiration, which agrees with that of Revel. 13. 3, Al 
the world wondred after the beaſt, which is the Papal Rate in its (plen- 
did appearance in the world. There are two things which make 
up this Papacy or Headſhip, which they would ſet up, and have the 
world adore. _ 

1. Univerſality. 

2, Infallibility. If he be not Univerſal or Catholick, he is too 
little to be Chriſts Vicar; if not Infallible, he is unworthy,in Chrifts 
ſtead, to rule-and give Laws to his Church. 

1. They would have the Pope owned and ſubmitted to as Catho- 
lick, or Univerſal Head, and conſequently the Church of Rowe , 
where he fitsand preſides, to be the Catholick Church ; but if we 
conſider but the Term and Import, or meaning of it, it will appear 
how inconſiſtent and vain a deſign or pretenfion it is, Herein I in- 
tend not to wade into the controverſie, but to give you a glimpſe 


of things, which may be fufficient at this time. 
t. As 
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1. As to the Term Catholick, or Univerſal , which they ap- 
propriate to their Pope, or viſible Head of the Church, and alſo 
to the Church under him : This: ts but a borrowed, and by them 
an abuſed term, if rightly conſidered. I obſerve three denomi. 
nations given to the Church, and Doctrine on which it was built ; 
1, From their attendance upon the preaching of the Goſpel, and 
Do&rine concerning Chriſt, they were call'd Chriitiavs, AZ. 11. 
26, 2. When the Apoſtles had by preaching the Golpel, encreaſed 
the number of believers, and gathered them into particular ſocie- 
ties, delivering them divers rules and orders for, their more. profi- 
table walking in reference to them(clves, and ta the honour of 
Chriſt, they were called ApoZtolick, or Apoitolical Churches ;, the 
Apoſtles having the general overſight, rule, and condu& of them, 
3. When the Goſpel was yet farther ſpread, and had rua its courle 
in the world, thoſe Churches and Chriſtians who imbraced, adhe- 
red to, and faithfully kept and obſerved the Do&rines the Apoſtles 
everywhere preach'd,, and the rules they gave to be obſerved, 
theſe were called Catbolicks ;, the DoQrine they obſerved, was the 
ſame everywhere preach'd and received, therefore calld Catholick;, 
and the Churches and Chriſtians everywhere profeſſing thoſe Do- 
Arines, and the ſame faith in Chriſt, was call'd the Catholick Church, 
or body ; fo that this term or title, as it had no private original and 
riſe; ſo it could not, nor can be appropriated to any particular 
pcrion, or Church ; nay, it is an high and daring preſumption of 
any to arrogate, and take to themſelves that name and title which 
was a Jewel to peculiar ro the firſt doerines and foundations of Chri- 
Rianity which were laid in the world ; that the Apoiltle doth ſome- 
time make uſe of it to prove the truth of the Goſpel to tome, in op- 
poſition to deviſed Fables : fo Gal. 1.5,6, The word of the truth of 
the Goſpel which is come unto you, 4s it 15 in all the world : and in ver. 
2 3, Which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature? 


which 1s under heauen.. This is made a chara&ter and proof of the. 


truth of the Goſpel, whichit attaired, not by device of men, or 
by the favour of Princes, but by the appointment of the Lord, 
who orgained its going forth, Mark.;16.15, eAnd be ſaid nnto 
them, Go. ye into all the world, and preach the Goſpel to every crea- 
ture. So that the Doctrine preacht, and ſpread abroad upon this 
authority of Chriſt and the Churches, and people everywhere re- 
ceiving it, may well be call'd Catholick, or Univerſal, to, which 
none elſe have any reaſon or ground. to aſpire ; For m—_ on 
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'Rabbies arnongſt the Fews, and the various Sets of Philoſophers 
amongſt the Grecians, had their Schools and Followers, who enough 
admired them; yet their ſentiments and opinions-{pread not tar 
from the walls in which they were taught. Theſe were but as 
Candles, which give but a ſcant light in the room where they are 
ſet up; but the Goſpel hath been in the world as the Sun, mighty 
to run its race, and diſperſe its beams into the darkeſt corners of the 
earth: And what is the Church of Rome, with its Ceremonies, Do- 
Arines, and Ulages, in compariſon of the Goſpel, that it ſhould 
boaſt of an Univerlality ? It is a meer novelty, a private opinion, a 
narrow thing, of a ſmall compaſs in compariton with the Catholick 
Goſpel, which made entrance upon, and ſubdued Kings and Na- 
tions, where no Roman foot ever trod, or Roman {word ever bran- 
diſh*c 3 no, this Catholickneſs, or Univerſality of the Head, and 
ftate of the Roman Church, is a meer invention, and irrational pre- 
ſumption, 

2, Let us conſider what they intend by fuch a Headſhip and Ar- 
rogation, or what is included in it ; nothing leſs than a {ubſtitution 
and appointment of a viſible Headſhip, or repreſentation of Chriſt 
as Head of his Church on Earth: This confifts in office, and in 
power and authority ; ſo that the Pope by virtue of his Union 
thereunto, doth arrogate to himſelf a comprehenſion of all offices 
and power which was found in Chrift the tru: Head ; herein fully 
and-worthily deferving the name eAntichriif, which'is a ſtate not 
only oppoſite to, but a feigned reprelentation of the glory of 
Chriſt on earth; for as x:&& Chriſt, ſignifies anointed both to 
office and power ; fo is this mock-ſtare, or appearance well czlPd 
&r]:x;i5@&, which ſrgnifies not only that which is contrary to Chrift, 
but a mock-Chrift, or a falfe reſemblance; for of old, he that be- 
lieved not Chriſts coming in the fleſh, was catPd Anrichri/t, 2 Joh.v.7. 
For many decervers are entred into the world, who confeſs not that Fe- 
ſus Chriſt ts come inthe fleſh : this ts a deceiver and an Antichriſt, This 
is applicable to Jews, Turks and Pagans, who refule the Faith and 
DoArine of Chrift, and oppotle its ſpreading in the world 3 but we 
find another ſenſe of the word in Scriptnre, 1 Fobn 2. 18, Ye have 
heard that Antichriſt ſhall come, even now are there many Antichriſts - 
One obſerves, that the Syriack_renders <Yſixg:s&, here, 4wdixicty, 
a falſe Chriſt; ſome it may be that arole in the times of the Apo- 
Mes, fuch as Barcho Chebas among the Fews, and Simon Magus a- 
mongſt the Grofttcks ; theſe were _ Chriſts, and calPd Ms ; 
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[5 ] 
and theſe with. ſome others were the forerunners of the Antichriſt, 
which otherwhere is called the Man of ſin 3 he pretends to an Un- 
Qion to Office, and to Power, as the Lord Chriſt had. 

1, To Office, and that ſo, as that all Church-Officers roat in 
him, and flow from him z he only in their opinion can give or take 
away in that caſe; and he that comes in at any other door than this, 
into any Office in the Church, is counted a Thief and a Robber 
he is but an Uſurper, becaule he received not his office and autho- 
rity from the Pope ; and on this accouut all his Miniſterial a&s are 
accounted null and void, 

2. He by his Papal conſtitution pretends to a fulneſs of power , 
he is Crowned with a Triple-crown, and hath keys anlwerable 
thereto ; his three Crowns are the largenels and greatnels of his 
power 5; one Crown ſignifies all Eccleſiaſtical power to be rooted in 
him, and reſt upon him ; {ſo as that all as of power in the Church 
are derived from him alone ; no Church, no Biſhop hath power, nay 
indeed, is nothing without him. So Gregory the Great reaſoned a- 
gainſt the Patriarch of Conſtantinople ;, If, laid he, one be an Univer-. 
ſal Biſhop, then this one hath all office and power, and all the other. 
have nothing : But he hath not (as they ſay) only power over the'Ca- 
tholick Church, but over Kings and Kingdoms alſo; that he hath 
power of War or Peace,to pull down,or to ſet up as he pleaſes: This is 
a ſecond Crown. The third is his power over the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, to ſhut out, orlet in whom he pleaſes: this is his Triple-crown 
or power. So that as Chriſt ſaid truly, fo the Pope blaſphzmouſly 
faith, Al power is given to me both in Heaven and on Earth, Thus, 
ye ſee briefly what this Univerſality is. Let us now come to the 0- 
ther prop of this Papacy, which is Infallibility z without this it is. 
but a blind head : therefore this they boldly afſert, That the Pope 
cannot err ; whatever hedo in point of Faith, I am ſure in point of 
Morality and PraQtice they have been out enough. The Hiſtgry of 
them tells of their wickedneſs to ſuch a height, as it they only were 
priviledged to be prophane and blaſphemous : However, this Engine 
of the Popes Infallibility is uſeful to keep all the Minitiers and Peo- 

ple. too in an awful dependance upon, and ſ{ubjeRion to the Papal 

Head, which they would have the World adore : Therefore Pope 

Gregory the ſeventh, a zealous builder of this Babel, who without 

any eleRion of Emperor or Clergy, but only by his own intruſion 

became Pope 3 but before he could come at it, he by one Brazutw, 
poiſoned five or {ix Popes to make way for himſelf ; he ſet himſclf. 
againſt 
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againſt the Emperor, excommunicated him, and gave his Diadem to 


Ralph Duke of Sxevia, to ſtir him up to rebel againſt the Emperor : 


But getting the Emperor at an advantage, made him come to his 
Caſtle at Canuſim with his Empreſs and Son bare-footed, in the cold 
of Winter, and there to wait three days faſting, until he might 
have audience + whichat laſt was obtained by the Mediation of one 
of- the Popes Minions or Whores. But todigrels no farther, I ſay, 
this wretch was depoſed by a Synod at Eripia, notwithſtarding his 
Catholick power and Infallibility : he left behind him certain Poſiti- 
ons or DiQates for the advance of the Popedom, which the eniuing 
generation of Papiſts, over-looking his wickedneſs and abomination, 
have zealouſly purſued : I will name a few of them, 1. That the 
Pope only is the Univerfal Head. 2. That the Pope only can make 
new Laws, and bind-the conſcience. 3. That the Pop? only can 
take the arms of Empire and Soveraignty. 4. That the Pope only 
muſt have his feet kiſt by Rings. 5. The Pope only hath power to 
depole Kings. 6. That the Pope only can abfolve Su"je&ts from 
their Allegiance, 7. That the Pope cannot be judged by any man. 
8. That the Church of Rowe never did, nor never can err, &c. 
Thefeare truths on which this [dol is ſet, Now let us fee how they 
come by this peculiar Sbveraignty, which is the ſecond thing to be 
enquired into\ | 
2, Here they ſwagger with their tz es Petrxs,&c. thou art Peter, as 
Mat.1 6.18. when it is not #7# Ty ws]pey, upon this Peter z but #xi Jev7y 
74 w6|pz, upon this Rock, which was the Do&rine or Truth which 
Peter confefſed, which is the corner-ſtone, and great foundation of 
a Goſpel-Church ; and ſuch a foundation, as the world can never 
remove, as in that 18 verſe, The gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt 
it : that is, nor the counſels, nor confederacies, the power nor policy 
of Devils, or of men influenced by them at the higheſt rate, ſhall be 
able to prevail. The Hiſtory of the Church tells us of Dizocleſian 
the Emperor, a cruel Perſecutor, that for vexation he gave up the 
Government of the Empire, becauſe he ſaw he. could not ſuppreſs 
Chriftianity by all his Plots and D:vices againſt the Chriſtians 3 and 
ſurely that ſpeech or ſaying of them, in Zoh# 12. 18, ſhewed no 
ſmall trouble and grief : Perceive ye how we prevail nothing ? behold, 
the- world 1s gone after him, not after Peter, but after Chriſt, and 
the Miniſtry of the Goſpel ;, yet herein they glory. See, fay they, 
Chriſt hath transfer'd the Rock to Peter, fixt his Church upon him ; 


and thereby it is become infallible; both as to direRion and perſeve- 
rance, 
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rance. The Church (that is, of Rome) cannot err, nor fail, becauſe 
it is built upon a Rock : Peter cannot fail, becauſe he is made that 
Rock; the Pope cannot fail, becauſe Peters Soveraignty in the 
Church is devolved upon him, 1 ſhall briefly conſider this in a ſhort 
an{wer, 

1, Peter is indeed call'd a fone, John 1.42 not that Peter re. 
ceived any change in his nature upon this appellation, or giving him 
this name; but it mult be taken in a metaphorical ſenſe, which is 
either hardneſs or ſtability, or fitneſs for a building. Thus Chriſt 
made uſe of Peter in the building of his Church, and fitted him for 
it : or rather that Faith and Truth concerning Chriſt, which be was 
to preach, became ſuch : but this belonged no more to Peter, than 
to all the reſt of the Apoſtles : as in Epheſ. 2, 20, And are built Kpor 
the foundation of the Prophets and Apoſtles, Jeſus (briſt himſelf being 
the chief corner-ſtone. Here you ce, that not only Peter, but all 
the Apoſtles did <qually and jointly, wires petre agere, did the work 
of the Rock, and were foun:Jation-men in building the houſe of 
God, 

2; Nor does it agree with any mortal-ſtate, to have this honour 
put vpon itz namely, to uphold the Church, to guide and govern 
it, to defend and preſerve it, without which, what do the Head- 
ſhip ſignific ? Ifay, this is too much for a creature to pretend to, or 
to manage, if he had it : Chriſt gave to Peter his Spirit, but not his 
. glory as Head of the Church. | 

3. The Scripture ſhews the vanity of their imagination, herein, 
in recording the failings of Peter beyond any of the reſt: Godin 
his Providence lo ordering it, that none miſcarried like him : yeachs 
ing us, that when Chriſt ſpake once and again to Peter, rather than 
to the reſt, it was not to put any Soveraignty into his hand above 
the reſt, but all belonged to every of them, ;as:well as to him; nay, 
upan a perlonal account, rather to them,. than to him, becaule they 
never faiPd as, he did : the power Chriſt gave to him, he gave to all, 
Compare Mat. 16. 19. with Fehz 20. 23, and you will tce that Pe- 
ter was not alane herein, they were equal ſharers herein : bet as 
to his failings, if he had not this Soveraignty and Infallibility-in him: 
#elf, he could not pive or leave it to another. Now a few inſtances 
out of Scripture will ſully ſhew, that he hadit nor in himſelf by any 
giſt of Chrit. ln the fore-quoted - verſes, fat. 16. 18, ig, ye 
have the great Donation they glory of ; There, {ay they, Peter is 
made the Rock of the Church z, and the keys, that is, all power is 
put 
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put intohis hand: Did not this fix him, an render him infallible in 
himſelf? no, ſee a little on, in verſe. 22, 23. Chrift telling ther of 
his approaching death, and ſuffering at Feru/alem, which the law ard 
the prophets foretold : This Peter oppoſed, ver/. 22, Far be it from 
thee, Lord * this ſhall not be unto thee. The next verte tells you his 
reproof from the Lord : Get thee behind me, Satan, thon art an offence 
tome, for thou ſavonureft not the things that be of God, but thoſe that 
be of men, If Perers heart were lifted vp by what the Lord k:d 
ſaid to him, this might hnmble him, and keep him fron afviring to 
a Soveraignty over the reſt, feeing the Lord never caye fackta re- 
proof to any of them, never laid any of them fo low, as tie Gid Pe: 
ter hereby(except Zadas that betray'd kim);and the conſiderations of 

it might humble the prond Paprfs in this matter, were rhey not 
more adted by Intereſt, than governed by Truth, Ifh:1! pats over 
the infftance of his denying his Lord and Maſter, which vas very 
untike one that was to become the Rock of the Church ; and con- 
ider him after the Refurreftion of Chrift. and their being endowed 


J from on high, or filPd with the ſpirit: Was he then infallibte'? or 


had he more power in and over the Church thin the re of the 
Apoſtles ? if he had, the reft were great tranſgreſſors to his Sove- 
raignty, and much forgot themſelyes herein. We find that Paul, 
though he fay of himſelf, that he was born our of due time, and in 
ſome refpe came ſhort of the reſt: yet he tells us, Gal.2. 11, that 


J in eAntroch, where Peters work chiefly lay, that was his Province 
I inan eſpecial manner : There, fays he, I withſtood him ro the face, 


becauſe he was to be blamed. Where then was his Dignity, his In- 
fallibility, of which they ſo m ich boaſt ? Yet farth:r, «A, 8 14. 


I Peter and Fob were ſent to ſettle the Church at Eeſarea : if Chriſt 


had ſet him above the reſt, why do they ſend him? or why doth 
he admit of a partner ? Nay, As 11: 2, 3, they that were of the 
cireumciſion, contended with him about a ſuppoſed tranſgreſſion, to 
whom he did not obje&t any Soveraignty or Infallibility in the caſe ; 
nor doth he accuſe them of rudeneſs or diſobedience in calling him 
toaccount : but humbly gives a reaſon of his doings, as one that was 
countable to the Church therein. Thus we ſee the Scripture is {o 
ar from owning any Supremacy in Peter, that it ſets him rather in 
ſome reſpets in the loweſt form, as the Pope ſometime in a feigned 
nd falſe ſtile, calls himſelf the ſervant of ſervants, though in heart 
he thinks not ſo ;, and when he hath to do with Kings and Councels, 
ie ats not ſo; no, this Supremacy of Peter is. a meer pretence, an 
un- 
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pnſcriptural thing, an human invention, only contrivedto ſerve the 
pride of Antichriſt, 

But if it were true (the contrary whereof appears enough) that 
Peter had this Glory and Supremacy put upon him; What is this to 
the Biſhop of Rome ? why ſhould he be the Catholick Biſhop more 
than another ? why not the Biſhop of Antioch, where Peter preach'd, 
planted, and for many years watered a Chriſtian Church ;, and for 
ought that appears in the Scripture, there he dyed, where never ap- 
peared any footſtep of this ſuperiority ? How he came at Rome, or 
when, or for what end, whether for promotion, being tranſlated 
from Antioch to Rome, as a richer Benefice, or a greater Dignity : 
The firſt was inconſiſtent with the common principles and praKices 
of the Apoſtles, who building the houſe of God in the world, with 
the daily hazard of their lives, had no reaſon to hunt after worldly 
riches : Nor couldit be for dignity ; becaule according to their own 
principle, all dignity was inveſted in him, and he gave it, but received 
not from any, wherever he went : Surely then, if he went to Rome, 
it Was as a Friſoner ; not as a Biſhop to preſide there, but as one call'd 
out by the Providence of God, to ſeal with his blood the faith of 
Chriſt, which he had preach'd and profels'd , not at Rome, but at 
eAnticch, andif it were ſo, what is this to the eſtabliſhing an Uni- 
verſal Headſhip in the Church of Rome? where is the Donation ? let 
the world ſee the grand Indenture, or deed of gift : .this never yet 
appeared, but by a cold and naked. Tradition from the, Pontificians; 
or if the Martyrdoin of an Apoſile at Rome: were ſufficient to eſta- 
biiſh an Apoſtolical Supremacy in that Church, why ſhould not they 
rather derive it from Pauly than from Peter ? for his death after ſome 
years abode, and preaching there, is apparent from the word of God, 
The Pontificians ſhould do well to latisfie us here ; and that not 
from any of thcir School-authorities, or.-FaRors for the Popes Gran- 
dures, but from Scripture, ſound Reaſon, and approved H.ſory : yea, 
let them confider, that to this day it is undetermined among them: 
ſee, whether it be de. fide, a point of faith, of all to be believed, 
that Peter was ever at Rome : if he never were there, why ſhould 
they impoſe a lye or ſalſhood upon the world ?- it h: were, why 
do not they themſclves believe it, and require the ſame faith .in 0- 
thers? But this they take for granted upen a Traditional authority 
only, upon which they hang ſo great a weight, as the world groans 
underit: but this is but a fig-leaf caſt over the truth 5 apretence 


of a gift from Chriſt to Peter, and from Peter to his Succeſſors at 
| Rome, 
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| Rome, left the true cauſc and riſe of the Catholick and AntithrNian 


Head ſhould appear 3 which now either they tfcorn re own, or think 
it not ſo available to the ſatisfa&ion of -others.* But I: will briefly 
tell you how the Biſhop: of Rowe came to be call'd the Univet(al 
and Catholick Biſhop, and who gave him that authority. 

After ſome ſtruglings betwixt the Patriarch of Conſtantinople, and 
the Biſhop of Rowe, about the: Univerſality and Headſhipyz one Pho- 
«4, a filthy Adulterer, a bloody Afſaffine,' who toi make way for 


" himſelf, to aſcend-the: Imperial Throne; murdered his Maſter the 


Emperor Mauritian, his fix Sons, the Empreſs Conitantine, and wo 
Daughtersz-and of aſawcy-Centurion, became an Emperor; ready to 
admit, or do anything that might advance or eftabliſh' his covetous 
and ambitious deſigns and ends:Of this bloody wretch,this Son of the 
Devil, did Bonzface the third, then Biſhop of Rowe, 'by flattery and 
gift of money, obtain this dignity, to be calPd the 'Univer ſal Biſhop ; 
and from that time the name -of Pope was appropriated ro' the Rowan 
Biſhop. And now, not, 7 bt/eech you brethren; but -volwmus & jabe- 
muty We will and command, was the tile: of this Prieſt : this is the 
true and genuine, but filthy. and craggy-Rock upon which the Po- 
piſh Supremacy is built : fo that, as one obſerves, Bowface the :third 
might well uſe the Text of Clauduw-Lyſms in another: cafe, "Withva 
great ſum of money I oltain'd this (title; or) freedom, - Thug" arole 
this Catholick Head; here began the Kingdom. of the beaſt which 
hath been fo burthenſome and terrible to the Earth, efpecially to 
theSpouſe of the Lamb, the true Church of-Chriſt : tiay, in or a- 
bout the year of Chriſt 606, it was uſhered in:by many and dread- 
ful Prodigies. Among other remarkable things which happened that 
year, this was one: Aahomet publiſh'd his Alcoras a fit companion 
for the Maſs, that Chriſt might agara-be>trucified berwixr' two 

Thieves, þ "" 4 ms 5408] C42 ; & 13487 2 
. Nor was this a fortuitous of \accidental:a6%2 x; with God, who 
by his Spirit foretold it long before its appearance, and therwayof 
his Providence ſuffered it to- attain to fo great 4 iplendor and per- 
feftion for the fulfilling his eternal counſel; This, 4 fay, is the ſame 
Image we find mentioned in:2 Theſi 243, 4,—and that mai.of ' fir be 
revealed, the Son of perdition, wha oppoſeth and- exalteth. himſrif above 
all that w'called God, or that ts worſhipped: ſo'that:he' as Gad,, fieeeth 
1m the temple of God, ſhewing himſelf that be u God : Face doth nor 
anſwer face in a glaſs more filly and clearly, than 'the Catho- 
lick Wicadſhip and Supremacy of Rome; ddth- tro this CG 
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his Title is twofold; the Fart of fn, and the Sor of peridition. 

He ;is call'd the. Mas of- fin by way'of emmency and: diſtinftion, from - 
other Antichriſts; nor doth ther Article inthe Greek, with man, make 
it tobe a (fingle perſon, for the Article in Scripture is ſo joyned, 
where man cannot'be confined to a ſingle perſon : as in Foh. 2. laſt 
verſe, where by man. is meant allmankind.: fo here; the-man, that is, 
that Rate of 'the Papal::Headſhip which is lodged in, and! managed 
by: particular perſohs ſucceffively, © This is the Head'of- rhat great 
Apoſtacy. which was to be revealed, and appeats' in the world, and 
that with ſuch clearnels,.that every one might conclude, and point 
at it, eſpecially that know any thing of the Scripture; and'it is called 
the Man of ſin, becauſe of the ſinful pollutions, the- falſe doAtrines, 
the curſed cryeclties it hath introduced. 

So he is'call*d the Sor of perdivion, becauſe heiſceks the deſtruQi- 
on of. true Godlineſs, and of Chriſtian Religion 5 and' alfo, becauſe 
this fate; and! headſhip its ſelf ſhall ſurely bde/ deſtroyed; as Fudar 
was cal}'d the Sonof perdition, ver. 4; He is atſo deſcribed: by his 
behaviour : he. oppoſeth and cxalteth himſelf above all that is called 
God: God here, is a word ſignifying eminency, dignity, and greatneſs 
of perfons and things, either in the Church of God,or Civil State, and 
concerns -of government is. the World. Thus Antichriſt, or this 
Man. of Sin oppoſeth and cxalteth himſelf above every Deity, Dig- 
nity, and Eminency ol! | ( 

Firſt, Above the Deity and Dignity of Chriſt, taking more Glory - 
and Eminency upon.him in his place, Cos ever Chriſt the Son of God 
did: ſd he is above the Apoſtles, yea, their Lord Peter himſelf : his 
perſon-is. honoured and adored more than the perſon of Chriſt was 
on earth ;. nay, they are not aſhamed ro ſay, That Chriſt is more 
glorious.in his Vicar the Pope, .thafi he'was, or isin'hisown perſon; 
and what are the Laws.of Ch:ift; and the Canons of the Apoſtles, to 
theLaws and'Diages of the-Pope? Theſe are made and held far more 
neceſſary to be abferved;- both-for order and ſalvation alſo, than the 
commands. of the Scripture: - The volwwus &- jubern, we will and 
command, of this man of ſinhath with the Papal World more weight 
and worth, ſtrikes more terror and- awe upon them, than-the com 
matcids'br_ threatnings of -Chriſt'and his ApoſMles..can'z nay, theſe are 
as. nothing to ther: Yea, Perer-in his apolicho, or Apoftolical Mi- 
niſtratioh, was a poor inſignificant fellow, in compariſon with this 
Succeſſor in his Chair 5 nay, the honour of their Apoſtleſhip is con- 
firmed to them by this Head of pride nor will, or -may the-people 
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own therh 'as' fuch, 'if the Church had not deterniined it : beſides, 
it is more noMleto give than to receive, andthe giver is/greater than 
the tectiver Herein he exalrs himſelf in/giving (namely) the title'of 
Saints to the Apoſtles ; though they were Saints onearth, yet their 
Lord never gave them that-ritle, nor did they give it to each other : 
we find no mention of it in the New Teſtament ; but this ſpirit of A- 
poſtacy, to make way-for a farther defign, dub'd the Saints, herein 
. exalting himfelf. Yet once more; what authority have the Scriptures ? 
or What foundation ſtands it upon among the Papiſts,' but the aurho- 
rity of the Church? There is no more allowed or' owned for Scrip- 
ture, but what the Church confirtns;' andif the Church will increaſc 
it by — any fabulous book, it ſhall be as fully received as the Qld 
and New Teſtament : and this not from the ignorance of the people, 
- but from the authority, and exalted power of the Church, 

2. Magiſtrates are improperly'called gods, Pſal. 82. 6. And thus 
this man of fin lifreth, up himſelf adoveRigs and Emperors : he as 
God, cafteth down, and lifteth up; he arrogates and*challenges to 
himſelf a ſole right and authority to depole and ſet up' Kings as he 
pleaſes. ' The 'world hath been filld with inſtances of this nature ; 
and ſhould I enter upon particulars herem,” Tſhovld ſoon exceed the 
limits of this difcourſe, wherein I deſign but a glimpſe of things. 
Nor is this cxaltation all : but if the word God be taken in an abuſed 
ſenſe, namely, according to the opinion which the v people, and 

* flatterers of the Rowen Emperors had of them,to whom' they aſcrit?d 
a dvinity, eſpecially after death ; yea, and the Emperors themſelves 
affeed to becalled gods, thongh' the moſt of them were aſhamed, 
or afraid t6 take it upon them in their life-time : yet tnany'of them 
affefing that honour, ſtrove to exceed'in virtue, courage, and wi- 
dom 3 for the ſake whereof, they dyed'in hope of being numbred a- 
mongſt the gods, after the manner of others f& dignified before them. 
"Theſe thus exalted, the'Scripture calls fdywors ; theſe were themid- 
"Jing fort 'of goth whick th & ateounted their Mediators: "Now 
this mn of fin lifts up hitmfelf-above this Honout' alfo ; hedods the 
only affurne and challenge alf that power both'in Church and Site 
that ever any Emperor had, or uſed ; but he ets himfelf above their 
- abuſive and prophane godſhip which any of theny attain'd'ifrer this 
life ; for his name and title are greater than ever any Emperor had 

\ {ome.of them had the title kn as, Divus Auguſtus, Saint, or 
holy Auguſtus ;, but the Pope muſt be 'talled' nth ater, moſt 
' holy Father : "Nay, ſome'of his _ Faors have impudent- 
2 ly 


[14 ] 


ly -blaſphemovs, as to call him ſaniſſimus Paps Dominus nofter Dew, e 
The mo{k.,holy, Pope, our Lord God : Oh horrid blaſphemy, never i 
t9 he blotted, out, but-in and by the confufion and deftruRion of this n 
mgn-of fin,1-Sos, ;: > op 11 ds ng: F tl 
2- Thc power he aſſumes, js above all that is called God :, he pre- pl 
tends to have power to ordain Mediators, to exalt Souls after death, 0 
into a capacity of divine honour, though abborr'd by the ſame per- n 
fons when living. . Hence, the Saints, who were perſons of prayer w 
when living, are, now by .his-power and ordination matle Media- pl 
. tors, -and-.deglared able, to.receive and further.the prayers of tholc H 
on, earth,that bear devotion to. them z. nay, they tell us, that he hath 
power-to redeem in and from purgatory, to-ablolve and pardon the pe 
dead, to. give Heaven to whom. he plealesz never any.called God on if 
Earth, that-pretended to ſo great power. Thisis but as a drop. zo A 
the Ocean. of that power. Popiſh Authors, aſcribe to the Pope, a 
 3-- The Emperors never had ſuch Ceremonics of, Dignity and War- nc 


ſhip..as,/ the, Pope abounds with. Which, of them ever look'd. for, or bl 
had {uch>proſtgations, ſuch ſſayiſh -fybjeftions of ſoul,. as well as of or 
body. and goods,.tq. him, as the Pope.? which of them evefSmade or 


Kings and Emperors to kiſs their feet, and challenged it as peculiar ev 
to him ? herein he exalts himſelf aboye all. Alſo, as God, he (itteth C1 
inthe Temple of God, that is the,Church, or Churches ; ,the Church by 
-in a collettive, ſenle, . is the, Temple here, where this man of f11 fitteth, an 
tha tis, exerciling authority, power, and dominion, under pretence of w 
feeding 3 but.indeed, ang in truth,; as a.d{ſtrayer and Son of perdi- an 
| tion ; he firs, caſting forth the ſmoak of the bottomleſs pir,. from 
f whence he,.came,. t9. the amazing. and bewildring of the world that vic 
4 have ſubmitted.to-, his authority ſo as they can find no ſoundati- art 


ons tor the worſhip of Gog-. here, or for everlaſting happineſs here- mc 
after, but what this Behel affords : ſaith Cbryſoſtom in his third Ho- tai 
mily, 0n.2 Theſ. 2. That wicked herefic, the army of Antichriſt, hall to 
ian the holy, places, of, the Church, and ſhall.poſſels them ;, and then py 
| he-.that. will know where the true Chargh of Chriſt is, where ſhould 
"he; wit but, in the: Scxipture..? Here: he ſits as God; making Laws, | 
d binding the: confeiepce, zo obediences inforcing ſouls to an awful | co 
fubmiſhong by the power and dread of his curſes and threatnings of <h; 
damnation 3; ſo.as the Church where. he preſides, is become an houſe | 
of. terror, rather than-of comfort to poor Jouls: fo faith. Zi{axy, fol 
Doubt yau that Antichciſt at upon the buildings of. the Church ? Pa 
The wild forrefts priſons, and glyngeons, and hollow Dens. of the | ta 
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earth, are to my ſeeming leſs to be feared than thoſe Churches. An 


if Hierew, who lived above 20 years before the formal riſe of this 
man of fin, ſaw ſuch an appearance of the myſtery of Iniquity, as 
that he called Rome Babylon where he lived, and the ſeat of the Pur- 
ple Whore, What would heſay now to fce the Pope fit on the ruins 
of the Temple+as God ? would he not now much more account it, 
not a Church of Chriſt, but the wicked City, and Corporation of 
wici edneſs, fighting againſt the Lamb; a people contrary to the peo- 
ple of God, which together with their head is cali?d Antichriſt; an 
Heretical Church, in name Chriſtsan, but indeed [nfidel. 

This, Lſay, is that Catholick Univerſal Headfhip and Church the 
people would advance in the world; if Catholick, all muſt fubmir 3 
if Infall ble, all may adventure nay, where can they be more ſecure ? 
Admit this, and-all. the reſt will eaſily follow, not a conſtitution, not 
a ceremony,..though there were a.thouſand more than they are ; 
not: a doArine which he approves, though never ſo falſe or damna- 
ble, can be-refuſed ; nay, itis no lels than a deadly fin to hettate, 
or query about the goodnels or holinels of any command of the Pope, 
or.Church, as they- call it : this, I fay, is the Headſnip, which how- 
ever groundleſs, or without any authority from, or conſtitution of 
Chriſt 3. yea, however contrary to God by its Idolatry, to Chriſt 
by .its new Mediators, and to the Holy Ghoſt by its Infallibility, 
and damnable Doftrines, yet muſt be- impoſed on -the Chriſtian 
World : and for this-it is that Papiſts are fo ative, and full of plots 
and devices. 

3- | comenow to the third Enquiry, namely, What are the de- 
vices of theſe, people in and about this matter? 1 anſwer, They 
are many, I pretend not to a perfe& diſcovery of them itis no 
more to be attained, than to find the way of a Serpent on the Moun- 
tains 3 only what they have in ſome of th:ir endeavours and attempts 
.to promote their Papal Babel diſcovered, or in their Writings ex- 
preſt, we can charge them with. Of thele I will aame a few. 

1. They lay in for worldly greatne(s : this is of two ſorts. - - 

. 1, The greatneſs of worldly power ;, of this they are not a little 
_ covetous, cither of an aftual. poſſeſſton and uſe of ir, or a right to 
challenge and command it for the uſe of the Church, 

Now this power wherein they would exceed and- abound, is 
ſounded either in the conſent and ſubjugation-of the-people-to the 
Papacy,or in.an Ulurpation of Civil and Kingly Power : The firſt we 
haye in Kevel. 17. 1; The great Whore that. fitterh upon a * X 
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The Whore is the Papal Church, State and Conſtitution, call/d xn 


Whore ſor its Apoſtalie from the Truth, and-Infidelity to the Lord 
Chriſt : The waters are the People and'Nations of the Earth ( as it 
is expounded wer. 15.) who voluntarily received and ſubmitted to 
the dominion of this Whore. The ſecond foundation of greatneſs ye 
have in Revel. 17. 2, With whom the kings of the earth have committed 


fornication. What this fornication is, is expounded,and told us by the ' 


ſpirit of truth, in ver. 13+ of that Chapter. Theſe. have one mind, 


and ſhall give their power and ſtrength unto the beaſt : theſe wete 


the ten horns mentioned in ver. 12, which were the divided powers, 
and civil Kingdoms of the Rowan Monarchy : thele gave up their 
power to the ſeventh Head, the Papal State, that is, that power and 


-- force which God in his Providence had given them for the preſeryz- 


tion of civil right, government, order and peace : this power they 
either cowardly,or unfaithfully gave up to the uſe,command, and ſer. 
vice of the Papal Church, which is the Whore and ſeat of Antichriſt; 
therefore this Whore is ſaid, ver: 7, to be carried by the beaſt, which 
is the enſlaved dominion and powers of the Empire, brought into ſub- 
jeion to this falſe State , which the Whore ruleth and command- 
eth, as the rider doth his beaſe. 

Now this is of great uſe for the promotion of Popery, or an own- 
ing and ſubmitting to the Papacy, as it hath been deſcribed; for 
thoſe confſtitutions which are approved by Rings, and that ptaQick 
ſubje&ion which is honoured with their example, both alſo heing 
back't by their civil powers, are not ordinarily refuſed ; nay this, 
though mentioned after the peoples conſent, yet is the foundation 


and reaſon of it; and therefore, in ver. 13, named without the 0- | 


ther, as being cauſal and produdtive of it 3 for though the ſhining of 
truth be grateful to many, yet the loveof it doth rarely prevailin 


-perfons,' to a cleaving'to it, in oppoſition or contrariety to the pow: 


ers of. the earth ; no, that which the civil Sword maintains, however 
contraty-it be to:Reaſon and Scripture, yet is more' admired than 
oppoſed ; -and/more-readily received, than refuſed. ' - 
So: alſo we have an account of this Papal State, in Revel. 13. 11, 
There the-Spirit tells us, 1. The name of this new form, or Papal 
'State, or how to call it ;, itisa Beaſt, call'd fo for its vileneſs, bad- 
neſs of nature, and want of the light of Truth and Reaſon. 2, He 
<tells us the. Relation of this Beaſt, 'the ſtock he came of, and that 
Roman State and Government; which was fever-fold, or of (even ſorts 
.or ' kinds 3 n0r-is. the Papal State diſtin from the ſeventh, but a = 
| mould- 
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moulding, or forming of it, and is the ſeventh, being the healing of 
the wound which the Heathen Beaſt or State received,” which was 

nigh to periſhing by the mighty tumults, diſcords, and diviſions of 
the Empire, and of its Dominions z but is revived, fixt, and-continued 

ig the Papal State. Allo, he tells: us the womb that brought this Pa- 

pal. Beaſt forth, and that is calld the Sea, that is, the troubles, di- 

niſons, conteſts, and ſhakings of the Empire, with an Univerſal ſubje- 

Qion to this State under a divers form, namely, an Eccleſiaſtick form. 

3. In ver: 2, he tells you the nature of this Papal Beaſt, ferce, 

cruel, voracious, and deſtruive to mankind : and then ſce what fol- 

lowed upon all this, ver. 4, They worſhipped the Dragon, which gave 

power anto the beaſt : and they worſhipped the beaſt, ſaying, Who is 

like unto the beaſt ? who is able to make war with him ? This worſhip 

here, is giving adivine honour, and alſs a ſubmiſſion and ſubjeRion: 
in both which ſenſes it is taken in Scripture 3 now-they, that is, the 

worſhippers, the people that ſubmitted, worſhipped the Dragon, 

that is, the Devil indirealy ; When they ſubmitred to the Beaſt, 

which was the invention and conſtiturion of the Dragon, or the De- 

vil, they did conſequentially worſhip, that is honour, and ſubmit 
to the Devil, But the beaſt, or papal State, they worſhipped dire- 
Aly, as to that which was in view; and the reaſon of this worſhip, 
the ſame yerſe gives, viz. his greatneſs, ſtrength, and glory, which 
none were able to reſiſt or oppoſe ; yea (faith Mr. Mede) many Em- 
perors, Kings, and Princes, have to their coſt experienced, the efficacy 
and force of this Omnipotent Papacy. 

So that they admired and ſubmitted to this Papal beaſt, not be- 
cauſe of Truth and Righteouſneſs they ſaw in it, but for the ſake of 
worldly power and greatneſs, ſaying, Who ws like the beaſt, &c? where 
we. have two Queries: 1, Who is like the beaſt ? that is, for glory 
and excellency ? as the followers of the Lamb ſay, Who is like the 
Lord ? So they being filPd with a ſuperſtitious conceit and appre- 
henſion, admire and-fay,- Who is like the beaſt ? but this would not 
hold long, were it not for the ſecond Query, Who is able to make 
war with him? who can oppoſe, or deal with him ? And leſt this 
firſt and amazing apprehenſion of his greatneſs ſhould abate ; ſee in 
ver, 5. there was a mouth given to him, ſpeaking great things ; that 
is, by Gods permiſſion; the Devil, the Father of lyes, ecrehica.chis 
mouth, that is, _ him how to uphold the terror of his name 
and feat ; for which he preſcribed him two methods : Firſt, By 
challenging Chriſts Soveraign power over Kings and Kingdoms to 
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[18] 
himſclf, which he might- now ſafely do, being eſteemed infallible, 
Secondly, By terrifying the world into it by his excommunications, 
curſes, interdiions, depoſing of :Kings, abfolving Subjefts from, 
and forbidding any Allegiance to. their lawluF Kings and Princes, 
with. theſe and the like great things he hath awed the world, where- 
by it. came to pals in thoſe. Nations ſubje& to this beaſt, that the 
commands of -Chriſt are not at all regarded, and the Canons of 
Popes and Councels heedfully and religiouſly obferved; yea the Pope 
more feared than God. 

Thus we have ſeen this: Papal beaſt in his civil concerns, as cloathed 
with the greatneſs of civil power, which his Agents have hunted af- 
ter, and graſped as much as they could, as being of- ſingular uſe to 
advance the-Papacy ; yea, without which it cannot: ſtand inthe 
world ; which proveth its conſtitution to be, not of God, bur of 
man; for the Goſpel and viſible Kingdom of Chriſt was not at all 
bcholding to the civil powers of the earth, in and for its firſt plan- 
tation and ſucceſs 3 no, God choſe the wezk and fooliſh things of 
this world, in and for that work, by which hand or Miniſtry it fc- 
ceeded, to the confuſion of the wile, and of the mighty; no, nor 
doth the Goſpel, its Do&rines, -Worſhip, or Laws, depend upon the 
civil and earthly powers in any meaſure, for its being in the world 
at this day, but upon Chriſt only, who is Lord of Lords, who hath 
the hearts and affairs of-Kings and Kingdoms in his hand, arid can 
and will maintain his own peculiar Kingdom, where, and while he 
pleaſes, indeſpight of all the powers ot-the earth ; yea, he can and 
will by the very bleod and patience of his Saints, confound the de- 
ſigns of Antichriſt againſt him. | 

2. There is a fecond fort of worldly greatnels, which rhe Papacy 
thirſt for, and its pzople hunt after, for the ſervice of the Pope and 
Church, whick.is Worldly Riches. He doesnort only glory in the 
powers of Kings and Kingdoms at bis command, -but- he alſo heaps 
up treaſures of riches, he abounds with preferments and honours ; 
he can ſanRifie and make titles fit for Kings and Princes to wear,nay, 
which themſelves have gloried in, and annexed to tre moſt eſſential 
titles of their Crowns. - In theſe riches and dignifyins powers harh 
this whoriſh Church appeared, that ſhe might allure, and be defi- 
rable, Rev. 17. 44 The woman was arrayed in purple and ſcarlet co- 
lour, and deckt with gold, and precious ſtones, and pearls : The woman 
here, is the ſame with the Whore, ver. 1. and with the Beaſt, Chap. 
13.and is no other than the Papal ſtate,as may cahaly be — 
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did it comport with my preſent defign.- And' her appearance in the 
world is not like Chriſt and his true- Churches, poor and empty, 
but gliſtering, and full of treaſure; not cloathed with the Son of 
Righteouſnels, Holineſs, and Humility z but with purple, and fcarlet, 
gg. Now thele are great allurements to the fleſh, and prevail 
much with the ignorant, but chiefly with the proud-and neceſſitous 
world 3 What will not the force of Treaſure efte& in this corrupt 
world ? with his golden promiles he can inflame the minds of Kings 
to war, or the ex:cuting of any deſign he hath on foot. This gives 
a mightineſs to the Komiſh Church;though they boati of their Church- 
trealure of Merits, yet their Church-treaſure of Money hath been, 
and will be their beſt advantage : The Pope knows, that which way 
the money and preſerments go, that way will the moſt of people 
ealily-go 3 he knows, that: for money and preferments, he can have 
Emiſſaries and Inſtruments will run to the ends of the earth on his 
errands will adventure to aſſaſinate Kings, murder People, fire:Ci- 
ties; or if thcre be any thing elſe, more dangerous to themſelves, 
or uſeful to the Church, for money he ſhall have thoſe will readily 
attempt it, and without which the offer of pardon will be found but 
a. lean and cold thing ;z no, it is the riches of the Church of Rowe 
that encreaſes her Proſelytes (for who will regard a ragged and 
pane Religion ), and makes her Knights,the Fe/xsrs, dare, and defy 

eaven and Earth in defence of him, and of her Head : therefore it 
bath in all generations, fince this Antichriſt appeared in the world, 
been an <«ſſential piece of policy to heap up treaſure for the Popes 
. Grandure .and defence of the Church : for this he hath always had 
his Agents abroad in the world, to work upon the ſuperſtitious zeal 
of the ignorant ; to give to, and encreaſe the Revenue of the Church 
in their-life, eſpecially at their death, -This was at laſt found to be 
a rooncs in Englaxd, where by the artifices and devices of thoſe 
called Rel:gious perſons, their Church had gotten nigh, if not fully, 
the third part of the Land into her poſſeſſion, and ſolely to her ule, 
to the impoveriſhing of King and Kingdom; and had ſtill gone on, 
had not the Three Eſtates of theLand made, and put a ſtop thereto 
by a Law, call'd the Statute of Mortmain : ſay, for the heaping up 
of treaſure, it is, that formerly more openly, and now more private- 
ly , Pardons for any fort of fins are fold, Licenles to act ſin, Offices 
and preferments are paſt for money, yea, all things for ſoul and 
body are fold at Rome : even the Popedom it ſelf hath been ſet to 
fale,. Alto at this day great Trades are driven by the Ze/ſwizs in all 
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qparters.avd parts of: the weld ; they have great banks and ſums 
of money improved to great advantage ; hereby it is, that their 
cavie. and intercit-is become formidable and ſtrong in the world, 
which is more acted by luſt, than by truth, 

2. A fecond device of this people to advance the Papal Head and 
Church of Rome, is to contrive and lay neceſſities upon the world, 
necefſitate all forts to ſubmit to it, ſo that they leave no liberty of 
choice, but one way or other enforce an acceptance of, and ſub- 
miſton to the Papacy ; which is no new thing, but was foretold to 
come in with it, and be uſed in ſubſerviency to it, Rewel. 1 ;. In 
the beginning of the Chapter we have an account of the riſing of 
the Beaſt, as to his civil cucumftances, from and by the conſent and 
ſubmiſſion of the Nations, and the concurrence of civil and earthly 
FR vp, and ſubjeRed to him. Inver. 11, the Spirit tells us 
of another beaſt, that is, of the ſame-beaſt under another form and 
conſideration, as in Daniel 4, Greria is called a Leopard, and in 
(ap. 8. an Hee-goat, that is, under, and for a divers realon : fo here 
is another beaſt, that is in another form, appearance, and method of 
proceeding; he comes forth as a Lamb, innocent, harmleſs, as the 
true Vicar of Chriſt, pretending great love to. the fouls of men, and 
great care for their ſalvation, is the true Lamb of God the Lord 
Chriſt had; and though he had two horns, or a twofold power, 
namely, one Civil, the other Eccleſiaſtical ; yet they were the horns 
of a Lamb, not like to hurt any, none need to- be afraid of them, 
Thus. with diſſimulation, counterfeit-innoceney, and great hypo- 
criſfie, doth the beaſt, this mock-Church, enter into the world : ye 
notwithſtanding this falſe face, and ſhew, yet he excrcileth all the 
pawer of the firſt beaſt before him; as in vey. 12, that is, the me- 
thods and ways of cruelty and tyranny, which the firſt Beaft or | 
Heathen Rane ( whoſe form this beaſt. inthe beginning of the Chap- 
ter, is faid to. put 0n,) had, and uſe& for its Grandure, and the terri- 
fying of Enemies ; and for example, the depoſing-of Kings, laying 
waſte Countries and Cities, exafing Tributes, and perſecnting 
Saints with all manner of-eruelties/; the ſ4me ways Have the Papal 
Head and Church taken, and -ufedfrom the time of its being inveſted 
with power ; but til} as.a Laovby that iz, under-pretence of zeal-for 
Gods Glory, of. care fox the Caureh,. andof compaſſion to the Souls 
ob people ; fair pretenfens, but. under them he hath acted as great, 
yea greater tyranny and abeminable things than ever Heathen- Rome 
dd 4 and that upon.the ſame principles. namely, defire of Dominion 
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and Soveraignty : this was of this beaſt, Rev.15. 15, 
As many as wonld not worſhip the beaſt, ſhould be lated : and wer. 19. 
No man might bay or ſell, ſave he that bad the mark, or the name of 
' the beaſt. See how great a neceſſity this beaſt, or Antichriſtian ſtate, 
lays upon the world, to fubmit to it : he that hath not the mark, 
that is, doth not own and confeſs either the Papacy in general, or 
{ome doArine, as Tranlubſtantiation, which 1s the ſpecial Cha- 
rater of his Soveraignty ; yea, and he muſt alſo own his name, 
that is, bear a name anfwerable co this Image : as he is called Papa, 
fo they muſt call and own themſelves Papiſts 3 and they that will 
not do this, muſt be kill'd, or teſe their lives; ſo meny thouſands 
have been lerved for not conforming}; or ar leaſt they muſt not buy 
nor ſell, which is a civil death and detiruttion. 

Thus Pope Martin the Fifth, in the end of the Councel of Con- 
ſtance, decreed, Prohibetar 155 qui Romanan ſedem non agnoſcunt, &c, 
That is, it is forbidden to thoſe who acknowledg not the Rowan Sea, 
to keep hovwlts, kindle fires, make contradts, exercide any negotiati- 
vn, or metchandife, 6r to have the comforts and refreſhings of hu- 

"manity with the fairhful ones of Chriſt, 

$9 alto in the [ arrrar Councel, under Innecent the Third, it was 
decreed, That if a Temporal Lord negle& to purge his Countrey 
from Hereſie (xhich is a not ſubmitting to the Papal Church, and 
to its Decrees)) let him be under the bond of Excommunication ; and 
let the Pope declare his SabjeRs of Vaſſals to be freed from their Al- 
legiance, ant! fet forth his Countrey or Land, to be occupied by 0- 
thers. Hence ( faith Mr. Darhaw) ic was made Treaſon to have 
ahy Commerce with the Lollards, fo they call'd the faithful Prote- 
ſt:nts from Loliam (as ſome) which ſignifies Darnel. $9 Panl the 
Third excommunicated Hepry the Eighth, and forbad all Commerce 
with the Englifh Nation, 

This is that Net of neceſſity, which gathers in, and drags all forts 
of perſons to rhe Roman ſhores, if Kings will not own the Papacy, 
they (hall be thmking'd ; the Pope will not own them for Kings, nor 
uſer their people to obey them ;, they atein a laviſh dependance 
upon the" Roman Ste; they are Made to believe that they cannot 
ſubſift, rior maintain theif Govetnments and Kingſhip without the 


Popes coticutrence, alhſtance, and blefling ; it is given and received - 


as an undoutr*d maxim, No Pope, ne Emperor ; no, nor can the 
Papal King's have any peace at home or abroad, but iv and by fub- 
jetion tov, and defence of the Church of Rawe; therefore the (tulmi- 
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nations, or threatnings of the Pope, have always been dreadful to 
Kings and Emperors, but moſt to thoſe that were moſt in ſybjeQion 
to him, - or had moſt given up their power, po. him 3 ang } er {miles 
.and favours as much deſired ; and however unealic this Papal yoke 
hath been to the necks of Kings and Princes, yet for necelfity ſake 
they have endured it, as the Tributaria's to Heathen Rome did, 

So the people alſo are neceſhtated to ſubmit, for there is no buy. 
ing nor feltmg ; nay, no living without it : though the moſt of them 
be ſottiſhly 1gnorant, and are ealily driven; yet many of then are 
more knowing, and do ſpy out the Irrationality, and.much of the 
abomination of the Church'of Rome : However, they dare not mut- 
ter, nor find fault z but they Rifle, and put out their light, and (i- 
lence their conſcience, becauſe of the nec«ſhty that is upon them to 
comply. | 

And as they much uſe this-palitick, ſa they load the world with 
a moral- neceſſity,” to obey the.Church'of Rawe, telling and perſwa- 
ding people, - that being out of the Church of Rowe, they cannot be 
ſaved ; that the Popes curſe putsthemg into a ſtate of damnation, that 
they are in a damnable error, | and: capngt be ſaved without re- 
nouncing it : This in conjunttion with the civil neceſſity before:men- 
tioned, works ſtrongly to captivate the minds of their own people, 
yea, and to ſtagger weak ones that are not of them. In this twiſted 
ſnare, was the famous Henry the Fourth of France taken, who af- 
ter he had undergone all the Impreſſions of the Guiſean Fation, 
which was the ſtrength of. the- Papal Intereſt in France., had 
fought many battels, broke their power and ſtrength, by the faith- 
ful aſſiſtance of the Proteſtants, and. had obtained a quiet and full 
poſſeſſion of the Crown ; probably conſidering the implacable ma- 
lignity of the Papilts againſt a Proteſtant King in that Countrey , 
and alſo how endleſs their malice and endeavours would, be, to de- 
Rtroy his life or peace : He-cauled a Convention of the learned men 
of the Zugonet or Proteſtant party, and-of the Papiſts, to diſcourle 
the differences betwixt them'in matters'of Religion, in order to 

accommodation ; and after ſome. few Arguments, the Kins asked 
the Proteſtants:there preſent, Whether a man dying, in the Faith 
and Memberſhip of the Church of Rome, might be foved, or- not ? 
They, to avoid offenfive- ſharpneſs, unwarily anſwered, Yes, he may 
be ſaved. Then he. asked the Popiſh Doors, If a man. dying in the 
Faithand Union of a Proteſtant Church might be ſaved, or no? 
They anſwered no ;, they that dye out of the Church of Rome, can 
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not be ſaved, but ſhall certainly be Camned : Well, ſtid the King, 
if it be ſo, itis better for m2 to b2 of that Church where | may be 
: faved'(as all acknowiedg), than to be of that Church and Faith where 
I ſhall furely. bez damned, as they on one fide fay ; and fo ke turned 
- Papiſt, 'ſuppoſing thereby, that'it not his Conſcience, yet at leaſt his 
Peace and Government ſhould be ſecured. 

3- Athird device of theſe p:0piz, to ſet up the Antichriſtian P4- 
pacy, is as much as in them lycs,- 'to put out th: light which God 
hath given to men + darnefs is a ſure refuge to the Papal King- 
dom ; no Mother lo fruitful of devotion with them, as lsnorance 3 
they hate the light, and cannot bear its ſhining in and upon the 
people ; they conclude, that the more people know in Religion, the 
more prone they are to Rebellion, which is falſe, except it be meant 
with reference to the Papacy 3 ſo it is true: for the more any have 
of the light of truth, the more they will hate the damnable Dc» 
Arines of the Papal Church 4 and the more any have of the Purity of 
Truth, the more they will hate their abominable pratices; there- 
fore they do all they can to keep their people in Ignorance : they 
forbid them to read the Scriptures, or any* other Religious Bobks, 
ſave ſuch as-the Superior allows ; yea, they will not ſuffer the peo- 
ple to diſcourſe about Religion, for fear they ſhould get too much 
knowledg, and grow fick of Religious ſcruples-and doubts, always 
fatal to them. 

There are two great lightswhich God hath given to men towalk 
by in Religion, both which they deny the ule and benefit of. 

1, They deny the uſe and benefit of a private Judgment in 
matters of Religion; ' they will not bear that a man- ſhould 
uſe. his own reaſon in the concerns of his own ſoul in matters of 
Faith, and of the worſhip of God; in and about which, they abhor 
reaſoning, or doubting, as being inconſiſtent with that abſolute Obe- 
dience the Church of Rome requires : yet the Scripture ſpeaks of 
doubting, Rom, 14. 2 3. and this includes a private- judgment of dil- 
cretion, and the uſe of a mans own reaſon, to' which every one is 
' fo far to give heed, that it is a great evil for any to a&- againſt 
his own judgment 4n obedience to any authority on Earth 3-and 
brings any ſuch into condemnation, at leaſt in himſelf, 

Alſo, if there be any choice in Religion, for which the Scrip- 
ture abounds with proofs, then every man muſt have a liberty to 
approve, and diſapprove z to uſe his reaſon, and -to make a judg- 
ment of what he-does.z hereby he offers to God a reaſonable fer- 
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vice3- and without it, it is but a bling obedience «nd bruitiſh fer- 
vice, | | 
Now the Papal Church utterly denys this liberty of judgment. ; 
calls tor obedience, avd ſuffers none. to conſider, queſtion, or dil: 
pute what is commanded, but that they readily obey ; though their 
Superior or Teacher be never {o vicious, ignorant, and blind himlelf; 
yea, though he ſhould command that which is never {o rediculous , 
yea though it be vicious, yet they are bound without enquiry to 
obey ; and for their comfort herein are told, That aready obedi- 
ence is meritorious, let the matter of it-be what it will. Thus 
they put out the noble eye of realon, that they may lead captive 
poor fouls, and triumph oyer their confciences z that they may be 
brought more readily to grind in the Popes Mill, and do any 
drudgery at his command : Hence it is, that they ſtick at no Do- 
Arine authoriſed at Rowe, though never fo ablurd and irrational: 
As for inſtance, the Do&rine of Tranſubſtantiation, which tell; 
them, that the canſeorated bread becotnes very fleſh; and the 
hoaſt is no other but very Chriſt, and is accordingly adored -by them. 
Now though this. be not enly contrary to reaſon, buteyen to lenle ; 
though in feeling and taſting it, they fiad and know it bread, and 
nothing but bread 3 yet in obedience to the Canons of the Church, 
they believe contrary..to- fenſe and reaſon, that it is Chriſt yea, and 
. call it God. Soin all reſpeRs, by the laying by the ute and obliga- 
tion of rcalon,. the people are brought into a perte& Vaſſalage, [ 
ſhall add no more to this, but give you a palfage out of one of 
their Writers, and he not a mean one, Cardinal Cafanw in his 
Epiſtle to the Bohemians, INo man (lays he) cav be dtceived by an ill 
paſter 5; if thou ſay, Lerpd, 4 have obeyed thee in hins whom thou haſt 
ſet over we, this will be ſufficient for thy fabvetion; forthou by abed. 
ence paid taail teachers whow the Church tolerates, cannet be deceroed, 
a hb be commands what is unlawful. Wherefore the opinion of the 
peſtor baxds the upon thy ſaltation, for the good of obedrence, although 
it be nut 4 far stivelongs net to thee to take notice whether. it be unlaw- 
tal, or xot.,, nexthor haſt thou leave net to obey, though it ſeecs unlawſyl 
to thea 5, for that gbedience which 1s wratione!, « the meft compleat and 
moſt perfett obedience, ro wit, when ene obeys without the ufe of Treaſon, 
as @ beaſt obeys bis owner. What can be {aid mote full in this 
caſe, toſhew this dehign, and the ſcope of it ? bow grievous a bon- 
dage this.igy may eaſily be conceived, by thoſe that have any uſe of, 
or value for theit reaton : If your Miniſter, ot Preacher ſhould in 
his 
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his Miniſtry offer ſume fatſe Do&rine , n6t only contrary to Scrip- 
ture, but to reaſon and fenſe, and require you to believe it upon 
pain of damnation, you would think it very hard; yet this, and much 
worle is their cafe. 

2. They endeavour to pat cut the light or uſe of the Scriptures : 


This deſign was begun-by the Antichriſtian Phariſees, who though - 


they look*'t imto'Mhſes, yer it was bur to put out the light ; they 
multiplied Gloffes and Interprerarions, arid put their own authority 
vpon-them, and then impoſed them up6n the people, ſo as they 
were more ſtudicd and betieved than the Letter ard Law of Moſes : 
Hereby the Scripture became of no ufe and unearey to the people, 


the Papal tate do al this, an] more, to the caſting tHe Scriptures out) . 


it not only cotrupted and evacuated by their falſe Gloſſes and In- 
texpretations, but our-faced, and run dowi by their vain and lying 
Traditions, which rhey add as of equal, if not Superior authority to 
theScriptures z yea, they forbid the uſe arid reading of the Scriptures 
to the people, as a praQtice dangerous to theit Church ; nay, their 
Prieſts are not ſuffered to vl the Scriptures, for fear they ſhould turn 
Heretiohs, and corrupt the people 3 yea, Pope Time the Fourth put 
the Bibte into the Index and riumber of forbidden books, and made 
it aw -vnpardonablr fin ſor any to read it, but ſuch as can procure 
a Licenſe for it from a Biſhop, or Inquiſitor ; alſo they have upon all 
occaſions expreſt blaſphemous hatred to, and contempt of the Bible, 

burning it with Herericks, as they call the Proteſtants ; calfing 


J it their rele God), that they may terrifie the people from uſing. it ; 


if this ſeem ſtrange; and you. would know the reaſon, the Council 
for the- eſtabliſhment of the Reman feat, tells us, That their Worſhip 
and Dofrineis contrary and repugnant to the Dadrine of the Scrip- 
tures « and this is the true reaſon given, even by themſelves, why 
they would have as little of the Scriptures as can be known to - 


I Sothatif the Romiſi Religioh eriters into, afid be ſet up in England, 


you muft bid farewel to the ufe of yotir” reaſon in matters of Religi» 
on, yea and be aftogether without the uſe of the Scriptures, becauſe 
it is altogether neceſſary for the carrying on the deſign, an1 the fet- 
ting vp the Papal Antichriftian Head, that theſe be laid afile, 

4. A-fourth device ſor the ſetting up the Papal Head, is the de- 
hoehing'the world, the putting out the light of nature, that there 
might be no confeience if and: abovt' ats of Morality z, if people 
have but a zzal for, and conſcience ts obzy the Carions and Rules of 
the Church , it matters not much what they do. tefides,. Now 
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that they may freely.give up their conſcienees to the Pope or Church, 


they kindly give them the freedom of their luſts, and liberty to 


obey them to the full ; nay, that they may be fixt in a blind obedi- 
ence to the Church, they endeavour to vitiate them in their Morals; 
and when perſons are {o far-debauch't in conſcience, as to a& and 
glory in any kind of Immoral ſhame, 1 fee no realon why they ſhould 
make any conſcience in and about Religion; if any ſuch.can be found, 
we may well think that they refuſe Popery either as a Novelty, 
which a little time wilt wear off z or upon ſome carnal Intereſt or 
end, which cannot lait long under oppoſition, or may be by fone 


. compoſition taken off; but for the generality of perlons, of-what 


order ſoever, it certainly holds good, That a debauch'c lite and con- 
({cience makes way for any Religion that is uppermoſt..:..Now.that 
this is the uſual method and courle of the Rowan Prelates and Clerg 

with their own people, to keep them ſatisfied in their blind gbedience 
and vaſſalage to the Church of- Rome, needs no proof. all that know 
the converſation of Prieſt and people, can teſtifie it 5-and if a vicious 
life, and defiled confcience,be needful to keep in,why not to bring into 
the obedience of that Church? And I doubt not to ſay, that de- 
bauchery it England hath been by the FaRtors for the. Romay Sea 
oY promoted, even to. a degree. beyond-whatever. hath beeg be- 

ore ingthe Nation, 


5- *Afiſth device of theirs to ſet up the Papal Head, is to ſuit their 
DoArines and Worſhip to the fleſh and ſenſual mind of man; the 
ear ſhall have rare and delightful huſick ; the eye is. pleaſed- with 
golden and rich Veſtments of the Prieſts ; ſo they accomodate Reli- 
gion to the pride of the mind, by giving to man a power and poſſ;- 
bility of meriting and” obtaining a- Righteouſneſs of his'own, -and 
that by little devotion to a'particular-Saint, or ſome external obe- 
dience to the Pope and if they come ſhort, and milsit, or through 
infirmity they fall into any lin, fo as their own merit cannot relieve 
them ; for money, or.by enduring ſome bodily chaſtitement impoled 
on them, the” Popes authority can give them a Plenary remiſſion ; 
{o they make theit. Religion eaſie 5 whereas the Scripture calls for 
the cutting off right bands, and right eyes, that is, the mortifying 
of our moſt delighted Tuſts, which is a work not alittle grievousto 
fleſh and blood ; but they .tell the. people, that ſo many Pater. No- 
ſters and Ave-Maries is enough. 


6. Their 
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6. Their lying Miracles is another device-whereby the Papal Ay- 
thority, Do&rines, and-Commands, are eſtabliſhed : theſe are either 
wrought by the Pope-himſelf, er by-ſome of his Saints ; yet fo, as 
that the authorizing and allowance of them depends only upon him- 
ſelf. Theſe are fo many, that ſhould I enter upon a diſcovery of 
them, I ſhould be burthenſome to the Reader, andſ{well my diſcourſe 
beyond my intention 3 and they are fo palpable and ric!:cvlous lies, 
that the wiſelt amongſt themſelves cannot but own them for ſuch 
yet think it needful to uphold the credit of them, becauſe they are 
of great ule to the Church. Thus, as Farnes and Fambres reſiſted 


Moſes with lying and falſe Miracles afted by the power of Satan,” 


ſufficient-to deceive a blinded and hardned Pharaoh to hi: conſulion ; 
ſo this.Papal Antichriſt is ſaid to come into the workd with lying m- 
racles, 2 Theſ.2.9, He ſhall come in the power, and after the works «g 
of Satan -with ſigns and lying wonders, Of this fort are the Pop*s 
Mixacles, -and with theſe the Papacy abound, and'glorieth in ar this 
day z and the great Judgment' of 'God upon the poor deluded Pa- 
peſts. is, that they are given up to believe alye; ſuch arc all their 
Saints 'Reliques , to which they give the ſame worſhip and re- 
erence, that they give to the Saints to whom they belong: all the 
miracles wrought by theſe reliques, are nothing butlying wonders; 
yethereby !is an awe ſtruck upon-the-minds'of 'the poor deluded Pa- 
piſts, ſo as they,own them for real, and therein honour and worthip 
the Papal Head, who authorizes the uſe and. worſhip of them. 


7. A ſeventhdevice is Indulgences and Pardons ; they muſt needs 
be a powerful device, and of great efficacy for the end forementi- 
oned ; for every man that believes there is a'Go9, muſt alſo grant 
there is a Jadgment-tocome; and that every man muſt have tome 
righteouſneſs, and muſt make ſome ſatisfa&ion for his ſin, Now the 
Pope! having thisauthority as Chris Vicar and Plecepotentiary on 
Earth, -the way to-pardonisfhort and caſte, and by ſome grateful 
application to-the Pope, or his Miniſters, it may be had : And who 
would not be at coſt or pains for it, believing its certain validity 
when he hath it ? With this Net be hath drag'd the world for trea- 
ſure, pardons for all ſorts of ſins have been ſet to fale; fo that he 
that hath money, need not want a pardon. And what would not 
ſearful.men give-to be delivered from wrath to come? With this 
Cordial the Pope ſtrengthens the ſpirit, conſcience, and courage of 
thole whom he-imploys in his deſperate ſervices, as the Rebel againſt 
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his lawful Prince, if an Heretick; a pardon ſhall encourage the Mur- 
derer to deſtroy thoſe that do diſſervice to the Pope; a pardon ſhall 
embolden the Afaſine to kill the King, if the Pope would have him 
removed , if he would raiſe an Army for: defence of the Church, or 
ſuppreſſion of Hereticks, the wager of a pardon hath been ſufficient 
to draw multitudes into his ſervice.» This is the {weet bit where. 
with the Pope upon all occaſions bath baited his traps, and brought 
ignorant ones to his lure. 


8. Another device they have for the carrying on their gran] 
deſign, is their ſpying upon all Countreys, affairs, and concerns : for 
this ſervice the Church of Rowe hath many and fit inſtruments : 
theſe are thoſe Locuſts, as many Expoſitors judg, mentioned Rev. g, 
3. And there came out of the ſmoak_ ( that is, of the bottomlel;- 
pit.) locuits upon the earth;, and unto them was given pawer, as the 
Scorpions of the earth have power. Thele locuſts, 1 lay, many Interpre- 
ters do think to be the various Ecclefiaſtick Orders in the Church of 
Rome, the (everal forts of Fryars, who ſerve the Pope with all their 
ſoul and ſtrength : but above all, the Zeſzits, ſo called from Jeſus (our 
bleſſed Saviour ), to whoſe Patronage this ſociety was dedicated, 
and by whoſe name the Order was, and is called : this was began by 
Tonatixs, an ignorant enthuſiaſtick Zealot in the Church of Rome; who 
after ſome years ating the part ofa cunning Knave, preſented himſelf 
and Diſciples before Pope Paul the Third, a moſt vile and abomina- 
ble wretch : hereading alittle of the draught of the Rules for the 
Society preſented to him by /gnatizs, but elpecially perceiving they 
were like to be ſerviceable to the Intereſt of the Church, cryed our, 
The Spirit of the Lord is here ;, | ſuppole he meant,the ſame ſpirit that 
did him ſuch ſervice in the Council of Trent, calPd by him : Well, 
this Pope upon this point of politick zzal, by his Bull confirmed this 
Qrder in the year 1540, not an. 140 years ſtanding is this Qrder ; 
yet in that ſhort time grown to a moſt ,ſtupendious greatneſs for 
number and riches, ſo as this Order'is become the main prop of the 
Papal or Antichriſtian State : The ſervice of the Fryars, which is 
founded in the ignorant zzal of people, however formerly it was 
very uſeful, yet zzal decaying in the world, is now become a poor 
ſeeble thing in compariſon with that of the Feſairs : Thele have 
Schools for the education of youth, out of-which they call the moſt 
pregnant and ſuitable to their purpoſes 3. what the 7anizeries have 
been to the Ottoman State of. the Tarps , thele are under other cir- 
cumſtances, 


[ 29 ) 


.cumſtances, the ſame to the Papal ſeat: I ſay, theſe in- an eſpecial 
manner ,(yet including the reſt of the Religious Orders,) are the 
Locuſts that came out of the ſmoak of the bottomleſs-pit z What 
is this bqttomleſs-pit, but the pride and luſts of the fleſtvin man, im- 
proved by Satan, the grand Head of Apoſtacy ? the great contuſion 
and darknels in the heart of man is this deep and wide pit where Sa- 
tan ruleth , andit is called bottomleſs, becauſe it hath no foundation 
in the Word of God, nor in the Work of God, its {elf being the 
work of the Devil; alſo it is ſaid to be without bottom, becaule it is 
uniearchable, the depths of falſhood, pride, and cruelty, that are in 
the heart of man, cannot by men be tearch't, or found out, which 
is but the ſame account that Feremy long ſince gave of it, Fer. 17. 9, 
The heart us deceitful above all things, and deſperately wicked, who 
can know it ? Now, 

Out of this bottornleſs-pit did the Arch- Antichriſt, the Devil, by 
Gods permiſſion, fetch the Papal beaſt, which is {aid to arile or pro- 
ceed, Kev. 17.8. and alſo upon the opening of this pit, a great ſmoak, 
like the {moak of a Furnace, which darkned the Sun and the Air, 
Rev. 9. 2. This {moak is the damnable Doctrine contrived by the 
policy of Satan for the ſervice of this beaſt; alſo their lying won- 
ders, their numerous and vain Ceremonies, which are but the ſpawn 
of pride, &c- theſe are {aid to darken the light, that is, the light of 
the Goſpel, and word of God ; for light and darkneſs are not more 
contrary than the' Papacy, taken with all its- appurtenances, is to 
the Scriptures; ſo that where this ſmoak hath prevailed, there the 
people have becn without the true light ; -they know not what Reli- 
gion is, they have no Scripture-air.ter their fouls to breathe in ;, no, 
they are incompaſſed and wrapt up in the {moak of this bottomleſs 

it. 

P Now out of this ſmoak came the curſed fry and ifſue of Cardinals, 
Prieſts, Monks, Fryars, Jeſuits, &c. thele are cal'd Locuſts for their 
hurtſulneſs; the locuſts were one of the plagues of Egypr, and a curle 
threatned to diſobedient Iſrael : Theſe locuſts are 13id ro have power 
given as Scorpions z who gives them this power , you may fee in 
Rev.g. 11. their Original (as I may call it) Commiſſion is from the 
grand Apoſtate,, call'd a deſtroyer, the Devil; and under him, or 
by. his ſuggeſtion, from the- Papal See 3. and their buſinels is to hurt 
and ſmite, though with limitate and under-bounds tet to them by 
the Lord Chriſt, Now as Scorpions hurt by Ringing, or caſting forth 
-poylon 3 to theſe go forth to _ the world by falſe Do&rines, 
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ſo to kill the foul; or cl({c- to deſtroy rhe ( ortoyird! pearh of thek 
which they canfiot gait! : theſe creep into the: Courts and Commerts 
of Kings and: Princes . whereby! the Popts inrelligenee very grent, 
and he fits the more fecure 'z for if he car know the Cduncels and 
Deligns of the Kings of the Earth, he can the more egfily prevent 
any evil intended againſt his State or Aﬀairs + alſs hereby he can the 
better tell how to manage his own deſigns fot the fecufing. 6r en- 
creaſe of the Roman Church : Thiete Joeuſts, I ſay; are his Integer. 
cers abroad in the world, as the grarid Apeftate the Devil hath his 
Intelligencing- Devils abroad in the wotld, ro give him notice of the 
toncerns and aftairs of the rempers and _ ot met! ; theſe allo at 
in tempting and deſtroying, according to rhe Rules and Orders they 
have from their Head ; fodo thefe alto s@ abroad in fervice ard obe- 
dience to their Papal Head ;, for this purpole they ate furniſtt with 
direRions, with treaſure, with authority; or whatever ee is need- 
ful, they have from the Pope, with his bt#(fing into birgain, for their 
ptofperous ſucceſs, and accordingly they [earch all thts corners of 
the Earth, they compaſs Sex and Lardl ty make Profelyres z they uſe 
all means imaginable to avenge Injuries done to the Rorkar Church, 
or repair its loſſes, or encreale its ſtrength and' glory ;, for this they 
put on all manner of garbs, atid outward appearances; they learn 
various trades, they mix with all forts of perſoris, they havat all com- 
panies;z they are fit for all difeourſe, they {> transforin themſelves, 
that you cannot by any outward circumſtances iay this is a Feſ-if, 
a Prieſt, or a Fryar:, thele cotrupt Offers of State by their gold, 
arid blind the (Civil eye of -a Nation, {6 as they have been as ſecure 
in Proteſtant Countries, as iti Rome its (elf 5 rhele are the Make baites, 
ad great fomienters of diviſions aftiongſt rhe Proreſtants, ſetting 
them together by the ears about trifles, that they may the more 
ſecurely carry on their deſigns of deftruRivn againſt them both. 


9. Another device for the ſecurity of the Papacy, or its exalta- 
tio in the world; is the principles which-are laid down by the Po- 
piſh Writers, and have been occaſionally prattiſed by fome Popes, 
and Members of that Church ; theſe principles art calculated, and 
fitted to and for their antichriſtian State. I with mention a few. 

1, The firſt I hall name, is this 3. Fhat in any —7 exerciſe, 
the appearance and att of the outward man is a ſufficient diſcharge 
of duty z that prayer is but the ufe of words and expreſſions ; Re- 
pemtance is nothing but a fubmiſhon, and undergving of penance, 
or 


; 
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or; outward puniſhment for ſire; yeay the celebrating of Maſe” re- 
quises but a bodily preſence at it'; and that it it nor needfil either 
tor Prieſt'or People when they are about it, to regard any thing but 
the bare performance 4 and Fellarmime tells the reaton, Becaule (faith 
he) the holy Church hath commanded and determined the time an! 
manner how divine Law is to be obſerved in keeping this command ; 
but the Church no-wh.re requires inward a&s; fo that according to 
this principle, a man may luſficiently worſhip God witheut any In- 
ternal leve te, of fear of him; ard that commands are {i fficiencly 
performed only in the matter of them, and by the ourward man. 
Thus the Antichriftian Fhari/ees made void the Law of God by their 
Tradition, which our Saviour condemned, by ſhewing what that 
true obedience is which God requires of us, as in Afat. 5. 

Hence is there fo great prophanenets amongſt them at their de- 
votions, when they are at Mals, fome are ſleeping, fone laughing, 
ſome diſcourſing, and that about not only worldly, but obſcene and 
filehy things; and this tolerated by this principle, and juſtified by 
their Writers z ſo that as to any Internal aR of the foul in any of 
their Worſhips, a beaſt by its prefence may worſhip God as well as 
they : Hereby the life of Religion isloft, there is nothing of Reli- 
gion amongſt them, but the carcaſs of it 5 but an outward aft or 
appearance, whereby the moſt vicious perſon in the world, yea the 
Devil himſelf may worſhip God as well as the Papiſts in this re- 
ſpect. 

Now this principle is of great uſe to the Papacy, for hereby the 
fouls of people are lull] into a deadly anJ damnable fecnrity >, afl 
parties are hereby pleaſed but one ; the Devil is pleaſed, becaule he 
hath that he deſires mot of all, n1mzly, the fouls of mzn, which are 
no way concerned, or influenced in an by all their Religion 1 all 
their Maſſes and Services are no hinderance to his Dominion in and 
over the foul; no, he hath gotten more by the ſmoak of te bottom- 
lels pit, than ever he got by the cruelties of Heathen- Rowe ;, and 
as he is pleaſed, (o the people are pleaſed, their luſts are not diſturb- 
ed, their worſhip is made exceeding eafi: to flzth and blood ; what 
can be more pleaſing to carnal Goſpellers than this principle ? they 
may gratifie their fleſh, ſwim in fmful delights and pleaſures, he pro- 
phane and filthy, and yet by an outward attendance npon atts of 
worſhip be approved good Sons of the Churc" ; nay, thoſe out- 
ward a&ts they perform, ſhall not only be enough without a heart 
and ſoul offered to God in them ; but in them they need not br = 
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ſtria, they may ſleep, or diſcourſe, ec. if they be but there, it i; 
enough. Oh how grateſul is this form of ſerving God, and this prin- 
ciple, to corrupt nature! Were this well cotfidered by the wicked 
and corrupt ones, that call themſelves Proteſtants, | lee no reafon why 
they ſhculd not comply with a Religion founded upon ſuch grateful 
Principles : The Pope allo is thereby gratified, becauſe the more ex- 
ternal Religion is amongſt them, the more eaſily will his viſible Head- 
ſhip and worldly Grandure be admitted ; yea, and all his Canons 
and Papal determinations be- obſerved ; For what will that man 
ſtick to do in matters of Religion, when commanded by an Infallible 
Head, ſeeing the All that is required, is but an outward and bodily 
Preſence and otedience ? But in all this God is offended, who above 
all things requires the heart, and that men ſhuuld worſhip him in 
Spirit, and in Truth; 1o that however this principle may be ſervice- 
able to the Church of Rome, yetit is abominable in the fight of 
God, 

2. Another principle of theirs, is, That the intention o! the mind 
juſtifies the a, though for the matter Immoral and Vicious : As for 
example; If a man go to Mals, intending obedience to the command, 
and when he comes there, falls aſleep, and ſo paſl-s the whole time a: 
way, though he neither faid nor did any thing , -yet he ſhall not loſe 
his reward, becauſe:he intended obedience in it 3 fo, if a man that 
is defamed by another, ſaall kill him that defamed him ; if he do it 
with a mind or purpole not to murder him, but to vindicate his re- 
putation abuſed by him z he-that killed him, is not thereby a mur- 
derer, bccauſe of his intention : fo that all the difficulty lyes but in 
a right governing of the intention. If a man be {o'happy, as that in 
his ſecret intention he moves right, then in the ation he cannot err : 
hereby all the Laws of God. may at once be evacuated, and made in- 
ſignificant; ſo though the Law faith, Honour thy Father and Mother, 
w hich ſurcly for bids Going any injury, or defiring any harm to their 
pcrions or lives yet it a Son expe&t an Eſtate after his Fathers death, 
and his Father live long, he may defire and wiſh his Fathers death, 
and that without fin, provided it be only with intention of enjoying 
the «ſtate, which is kept from him by his Fathers life; ſo that a 
1i2ht intention and purpole, if a man be not too haſty to mils it, 
will juſtifie any vicious a, and ſhall have its reward in the omiſſion, 
or ill performance of any duty commanded of God. 

I ſhall not need to.nſtance farther herein; at firſt view to any un- 
derſtanding perſon, it will appear how vile a principle this is, wor- 
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thy of, and fit for the Antichriſtian Papal State, and not a little uſe- 
ſul-to it : this makes up the negle& of all ſervice, this fortifies the 
conſcience inthe performance of any wickednel: ; this prepares the 
fiery and violent {pirits amongſt them, for private revenges, eſpecially 
to ſerve the Intereſt of the Church by any ways or means,the moſtdia- 
bolical whatſoever ; and if any of them be ſurpriz:d,and taken,though 
the ſcandal of the a& be great, and their puniſhment capital, yer 
no guilt troubles them, they have the ſweet Cordial of this princi- 
ple to refreſh them under all namely, That they intend<d the {er- 
vice of the Church, and obedience to Superiors only ; and on that 
account are fo far from condemning themlclves in it, and (or it, that 
they expect a reward for it at the hand of God : this follows naturally 
from this principle brought into practice. 

3. That the Intereſt of fecuring or propagating the Papal Church, 
takes place of, and isto be preferred before any Intereſt whatſoever ; 
no bond, no tye, no obligation, natural, civil, or divine, may ſtand be- 
fore, or in competition with this Intereſt of the Church ;. on this ac- 
count a child may, and ought to accule his Parents of Hereſfie (if he 
thinks they be guilty), though by ſuch accuſation he knows, and 
is aſſured the life of thoſe that gave him life, will be taken away: 
alſo, for that which they call Zereſie, the Husband is to reje& the 
Wife, the Wife is to forlake her Husband, yea as her greateſt enemy 
to ſeek his deſtruftion, it he cannot be recalled ; for the ſake of the 
Church they may and ought to murder, to rebel againſt their law- 
ful Governors, to make ſpoil and; havock of their Native Countrey, 
yea, and to diſregard any word or command of God to the contrary : 
But this makes way for a 

4- Principle of theirs, namely, That Rowan Catholicks not only 
may, but it is their duty to take from Heretichs all that they have ; 
by Hereticks, they mean Proteſtants; they may ſeize upon, and violate 
their perſons; they may burn their Cities, take their Goods and E- 
ſtates, or lay their Countries defolate : nor herein can they.do them 
any wrong, becaule ſuch a&tions are not the eftc&s of Injuſtice or 
Malice, but they are formed by .a Law, Superiour in their blaſphe- 
mous account to any Lawof God, which is a decree of Pope 1nno- 
cent the Third, in the Council of Lateran, and inſerted by Gregory 
the Ninth into the Decretals, and fo is become a Law of theic Church, 
and part of that which they eſteem as divine Law. By that decree 
Hereticks are excommunicated and condemned allo, that the e- 


ſtates of thoſe condemned, are confiſcated. Hence it- muſt a: 
that 
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* 4uhat the Proteſtants, which are thoſe condemned Heretichs, have in 


their account, and according to the 4entence.of their Lawyno, right 

- or title to any'Eſtare, Inheritance, Purchaſe, Rule, qr Government 
whatever ; 4v that upon this-principle it is lawful:for any Catholick 
to {ciz? upon, and take-into his pofefſion, or to hisufe, any goods of 
the Hereticks, who arc but Ulurpers, and haveno right to any thing, 
yea all{ales, contra, deicents of Inheritance, gifts, or torfeituges, 
are all void, according to the Law of this Decree, and.do belong to 
the Church of Rome, and are at the ditpoſal of the Pope 5, nay, all 
Government and/Laws of Proteſtants are-overturned,and hereby.caſt 
out of door as Uturpations, and without founcatian. 

Fhis uſefulneſs of this principle .is great z 4or hereby the enemies 
of the Church, that will conſider things, may be terrified, and their 
own people greatly encouraged , they are hereby entitled to all 
that the Herericks have; and it is :fome comfort that they chave a 
right to their:Eftates-and'Riches-; yea and a'great obligation upan 
'them to be watchful, and courageous ito take all advantages:to arile 
and poſſeſs what hath been long 'kept from them. In the ,mean 
-time, for themore--afſuring their minds, and lengtbning out -theic 
-patience, the honours-and dignities of En;land are conttantly dil- 
poſed of ; not as ours-dye, but as -they drop away to whom the 
Pope had given them : this -is a-moſt alluring bait to a:cavetaus arid 
Faithleſs generation of-men, -who rejoyce in.the-title,.in hopes,of 2 
full-enjoyment .of the honour and eſtate in due time. 

5- Another principle of nolels uſe-to the Papacy, is, That no faith 
1s to be kept with Hereticys 3 fo that whatlorver Oaths of Allegiance 
any people take, or give to their Prince to ſecure this Gavernment, 
or Perſon, and oblige -themſelwes:to peacc and ſubjeetion:; - if the 
Prince be a-Protefſtant, «they are all void, and the people no .way 
hound to obferve or falfil them, becauſe ke isanZfererich;, ifa if the 
Prince take any 'Oath 16-ſecure the jult- rights and .priviledges. of 
the people, over whom he is 6f God ſet-tor their 1go0d, - and to 
obſerve and maintain inviolabl y the Confticutions and-Laws. of the 
Nation ; yet if this peopte be Heretioks, he is freed! fromihis, Oath 
and not. only ſo,” but'is bound ro -per{ecute and/deſtroy them, wntil 


| they reconcile themſelves tothe Chureh ; ſo that ao Oaths, 'Tyes, or 


Bonds can give any ſecurity to-any for liberty, cate, or life, where 
the'Pope is not owned, and their Churchnot obeyed. :Lwill give you 
bur gne inſtance of many, ſufficient-to clear 'this ;-it is of Folwr::Hur, 
a Bohemian Divine, being-enlightned, through Gods blefling, _ 
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his reading Wickizfs books, came to ſee, and be convinced of the abo- 
minations in the Papal Church,and to declare to others, how ground- 
leſs and contrary it was to the word of God. -Hereupon Pope Alex - 
ander the Fifth condemned and excommunicated him for an Here- 
tick:-"in the year 1414, a Council was call'd af anſtance, to which 
the Emperor Szgi/mond commanded Hus to come, and give an ac- 
count of his Doctrine; withal, giving his Imperial word and promiſe, 
that he ſhould come and return in ſafety : Pope 7ohn alfo being pre- 
ſent at the Covncil, engaged his word and faith for his ſafe coming 
to, and return from the taid Council ; relying vpon this ſeemingly 
great lecurity, this innocent ſervant of the Lord went to Conſtance, 
where inſtead of being calPd before the Council, to give an account 
of -his faith, he was privately examined before a few Apollyon Car- 
dinaks, by th:zm committed to priton : The FE mperor fretting at, and 
diſclaiming the falſhood and injuſtice of their proceedings, his en- 
gaged word and honour therein being openly violated; and ſuftering 
the Council to ſtop his mouth, and fave his and the Popes credit, with 
their.own, decreed, Thatno faith is to be kept with Hereticks ; and 
that no ſ:cular Prince, however they have promiſed and engaged 
themlelves for their ſecurity, ſhall hinder the proſecution of any 
Hereticks, though they appear, relying upon ſuch ſecurity , and 

would not have appeared without it; alſo they.declared, that an 

one thus bound by Promife, or Oath, was not thereby in the lea 
obliged. Nay, Pope Martin the Fifth, in a writing ro the Duke of 
Lithuania, knocks it home, ſaying, Thou ſinneſt mortally, if thou 
keep thy Oath made with Hereticks, What ſhould then hinder the 
burning of Fohn Hus, as they did? and what ſecurity can any Pro- 
teſtant Prince in the world have from his Popiſh Subje&s? No Oaths, 
Promiſes, or Declarations can oblige them z their Principles do not 

only free them from any Vows or Oaths made to an Heretich, as the 
call the Proteſtants, but their Religion binds them to break all ſuch 
inand for the ſervice of the Church; and he is the moſt Religious, 
and beſt Catholick, that deals moſt fally and treacherouſly with the 
Hereticks., Hereinit is a folly to urge the word of God upon them, 
condemning and curling ſuch practices, becauſe the decrees of Popes 
and Councils is become to them a divine Law, to which they give 
more heed than to the Law of God. | 
Now this darling, though diabolical principle, is of no ſmall avail 
and uſe to their Antichriſtian State, - For what now can hinder. any 
deadly commands of the Pope ? beſides, with grearſafety andfecurity 
F tney 
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they may abide in any Court or (Ronmey 2 they can ſwallow Oaths 
at theit pleaſure, and break them as they have occaſion ;, nay they ac- 
count them as nothing in. point of Obligation 3, and if this be a dif. 
advantage, a danger, a terrifying-miſchief to aPrateſtant Prince or 
People, ſo itisno I&fs anadvantage, a ſecurity, and furtherance to 
the deſigns and affairs of the Pope;; And Oh! I tremble to think of 
the unſettlement, ſhaking, and ruine that is laid up in this. principle 
for poor Englaszd, that hath ſo many thouſands of thele Scorpions 
lurking in its bowels, waiting but an opportunity to ſhe us their 
Principles and Faith by their atings, 

6. The laſt principle of theirs I ſhall name to you, is this, That 
the Pope in his Chair, or a&ts of Government, is not only Infallible, 
but is in authority above all poſitive Laws of God or Man; yea fome 
of their Canoniſts ſay, That he hath a'l Law in his breaſt, ſo that 
nothing in Religion or Nature is excepted ; he cannot only make 
what Laws he thinks fit, but he can diſpenſe with, and in a manner 
unmake thoſe Laws which God hath made z for he can alter, or lay 
them by as he thinks fit : ſome of their Writers, as Sylveſter, lay, 
That the Pope can do all that God can do 3 for, ſaithhe, Chriſt gave 
it ro Peter, an P:ter 'to his Succefſors at Rome 3 Whatloever thou 
ſhalt bind or looſe on Earth, ſhall be bound or looled in Heaven, Ac- 
cordingly herein, ſays Belarmine, did Chriſt give to Peter a power 
to thake that to be fin, which is no ſm.3 and to make that to be no ſin, 
which is fin : Behold the blaſphemous pride of the Antichriſt ; noris 
this a piece of flattery by ſome of his Sycopharts, that will tell lies for 
Nis honour ;, but what the Popes in many ages have arrogated to 
themſelves, and ated; Hence it is, that he can diipenſe with all Oaths, 
with all bonds of Nature, -vr tyes of Allegiance, with all rules of 
Righteoufnels, and Honeſty, to that the world can have'no further fe- 
eurity from the Ghurch of Rome, for liberty, life, or property, than 
what, arid as it ſhall pleaſe the Pope to give or allow, whote honeſty 
is hot only, governed by, but is the ſame with his Intereſt, according 
t6 which the Members of that Churchzeſpecially Ecclefiafticks, or Re- 
ligious Votarics,do dire their aRings in the worlkdzwhich cannot be 
otherwile, ſeeing they make their Pope in Cathedra, the Soveraign 
Original of all Law and Righteouſneſs z and whatever he commands, 
is nvt by them to be diſputed, but obeyed, and accounted righteous 
qd juſt, becauſe he commands whom they eſteem Soveraign and In- 
allible, Hence it is, that if the Pope do excommunicate a King, the 
Papiſts take their meaſuce in reference to the King only from the Popes 


Sen- 


; he gave upon Examination'was, That though he turned Carholick, 
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Sentence 3 and accordingly, they not only eſteem him no King, 


but can freely plot his deſtru&tion;; -and if they be ſurprized, can 
freely take Imprecations, Teſts, Oaths, and what not, that they never 
intended to kill the King, becauſe in their ſenſe he is no' King, Thuz 
Foln Caſtel, a Citizens Son in Paris, after ſome time (pent wg the 
Feſwtrs, attempted to kill #fevry the Fourth of France; the teaſon 


yet until the Pope allowed and approved him, he was neither of the 
Church, nor lawful =_ _ 

Allo in the year 1648, when the bloody Papsſts were ſyppreft in 
Irelana, they endeavoured tv make as good terrys fer themſelves 
25-they could z bur it was objefted againft them, that theyheldprip- 


ciples inconſiſtent with Civil Governinent ; namely, that the Pope 


can ablolve them from their Obedience, That he can depoſe and de- 
(troy Heretical Magiſtrates, That he can diſpenſe with all Oaths and 
Contradts they make with thofe whom they call #ereticks. Here- 
upon the chief of them met together abour it, and to avoid, banjſh- 
ment, agreed and reſolved to deny and declare agaiaft thofe princi- 
ples. This was.no ſooner heard at Rowe, but the Sacred Congregas 
tion condenined this reſolution as Heretical, and the Subfcrtbers as 
liable to the penalties due to thofke who deny the Popes authority in 
matters of faith : Upon which they were cited to appear at Rome, 
and Cenlures and Priſons were prepared for them : fee how great 2 
darling the Popes Prerogative in matters of Faith and Morglity iS, 
fo that none of them can give any farther ſecurity of their Loyalty 
to the King, than the Pope pleaſe to allow: he will not ſyffer them 
without his diſpenſation or leave, to do-any thing which derogates 
from his authority as the only Lawgiver ; and if he do give liberty 
to take Oaths and Teſts for rheir ſecurity, and better managing their 
deſigns; yet according to their principles they are'all roid, and no 
way binding, being made to an Heretich, ' 

1 ſhall not need to enlarge, in ſhewing how uſeful this principle of 
the unlimited Soveraignty of the Pope, is to his cauſe and intereſt ; 
from the belief of this (prineiple it is, that they believe Dofrines 
contrary to reaſon and {enfe ;/ that in their ſerving the Intexel} of the 
Church, they are ſo diſloyal, ſo cruel, fatfe and unrighteaus towards 
Proteſtants ; that in their Religious matters and worſhip they are ſo 
zealous, oblequious, and: ready in afting ſuch ſeyere and bloody cha- 
ſtzſements upon their own bodies, ever) to a lols of health, and ſome- 
times of life z-that'they ag 7 in obſerving ſo many, and ſo 
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much ridiculous Ceremonies : It is ſtrange to thoſe that are in the 
light, to ſee with what awfulneſs the dcluded Papifts do Reverence 
the falſe reliques .of Saints, and believe the lyes that are told con- 
cerning them 3. yea, they not only admire Reliques that are viſible, 
but admit alto of: fome that are inviſible, as the ſhadow of Peter, 
which healed the fick 5 the groans of Fofepb at his work : thele are 
in ſome places boaſted of,. and believed Oh how irrational, ſottiſh, 
and bruitiſh is this people in their way of-worſhip ! and though they 
do think they are abuſed and cheated, and that there is a profane 
Roguery a&ted. by the Prieſts in and about their Reliques ; yet ſuch 
is their dotage,rather than faith, and, their judicial bondage of foul, 
that ſecing the Pope allows their Reliques, and requires their wor- 
ſhipping of them, they, awfully and carefully do it, not doubting 
either their truth, or efficacy to attain their promiſed end. And 
{o much of their principles contrived to, and ariſing from, -not the 
Word of God, but the Soveraign Will and Intereſt of the Papacy. 


10, I come now to the laſt and moſt deadly device, which I ſhall 
name, to-ſ{et up and eſtabliſh their Papacy, namely, Violence, and 
bloody compulſions, and conftraiats; it che keys of Eccleſiaſtical 
authority will not do, the Sword of Civil Power ſhall, which the 
Pope accounts his own, as much as the other : For as Chriſt was made 
Head over all things to his Church, ſo (they ſay) he conſticuted, 
and made Peter, and Peter gave and left the fame Dominion to. his 
Succeſſors at Rpwe ;, 10 that as the Pope hath the Miniſtry of the 
Word to per{wade, ſo he hath the power of the Sword to enforce. 
Arid this the Apol-yon-beaſt, or Papal Head is moit apt to ule; nay that 
of the word is wholly ſlighted in reipeſt of this : this is that which 
the Scorpions, that came out of the {moak of the bottomlels-pit, do 
moſt rhirftaftec; 1 mean. the Fryars and Jcluits eſpecially, wao.are 
the bloody FaRors for Hell, and labour to fatiate their. great Maſter 
with the. blood of Heretices. 

Nor is thris an effe& of paſſion, of evil Inclination, or of a bloody 
diſpoſition naturally inherent in Papi#s, but it-is the natural effeR 
of their Decrees, Principles, and Religion : By the Decree of the Coun- 
cil of Lateran forementioned, Temporal Lords and Princes are to be 
compelled (if they will not do it otherways ), and are to be bound 
by a ſolemn Oath to endeavour to the utmoſt of their power, ut- 
terly to deſtroy all Hereticks,, and to labour in good earneſt with all 
their might to root themall our 3, and if any Temporal Lord do not 
EXe- 
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execute the Hereticks within a year, then the Pope is to abſolve them 
that are-under him from their Allegiance, his Land is to be ſer1zd 
on by the Catholicksz and having rooted out the Hereticks, are to 
poſſels it without controle z, fo that here is the foundation of a De- 
cree tor the bloody work of killing Hereticks, to which the fiery 
zeal of that people is always ready : there wants nothing but oppor- 
tunity, and the Popes command to- ariſe and ſlay ;, and any Lind is 
preſently filld with blood, which is mark'c by them for deſtrution z 
often hath the doleful cry, of kill, deſtroy, burn up theſe Heretichs, 
been heard from, and railed by this people 3 many Records are a- 
gainſt them on this account : fo the Albigenſes, the Predecefiors 
of the Proteſtants in France, were deſtroyed to above Two hundred 
thouſand of them in the {pace of a few Months 3--nor is the treachery 
and cruelty of Papsits' in France ever to be forgotten, Whetrets 
Mr. Mede cites out of Peronims, a Million of Proteſtants were mur- 
dered, then the brave Colzgni, Admiral of France, being drawn to 
Parss by lying, feigned friendſhip, was flain 3 nor was this horrid 
butchery difowned by the Church; but for it they triumphed at 
Rome, and Regiltred it amongſt: the famous ats done by Chriftiat 
Princes againlt Infidels, wherein they give a particular account of 
the murdering of the Admiral, not omitting the manner of it, in 
caſting him out ot the window, therein comparing him to Fezzbel, 
which Record is to be feen in the Yatican, or publick Library at 
Rome, 

By this method of Blood was the famous Henry the Third of 
France cut off, becauſe he would not deſtroy all the Proteſtants m 
his Countrey ; by a bloody Ravillack was Henry the Fourth of 
France murdered, notwithitanding his turning Papiſt, either to 
avenge the milchicf he had done them-in the Wars, or becauſe he 
was not like todo the Pope ſcrvice, or becauſe he would not ſeek, or 
accept the Crown at the Popes hand, or becauſe he was excommuni- 
cated as a Heretick,, and fo no King, until reſtored by the Pope. 

Many a'fſo were their devices to deſtroy Queen Elizabeth of famous 
Memory, by poiſon, by a ſtab, by an invincible eLrmnaids, Wheriee 
came that Helliſh- Powder-Plot in King Fame-s's time, but from Rome ?- 
When the deſtrution of King, Prince, Parliament, and'Proteſtant- 
Religion in England were intended. Poor Ireland drank deep in this 
Cup in or about the year 41, or 42, where ſome Hundreds of thou- 
ſands were murdered, and that with ſuch merciteſs' and ſingular'cru- 
elty, as if they would outdo all the Children of the Devil that ever- 
went 
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Went before them in fuch work : much blood of the Waldenfer hath 


at ſeveral times been ſhed by the Popes Incitations only. - Bellarmine 
boaſts of an Hundred thoutand ſhin there at one time ; and of late 
=__ and woful murthering of the-Miniſters and People, with a defo- 

ation of the Valleys of Piedmont, Lucerne, and Angrongue, as may 
be {een .in Sir Philip Aorlands Hiſtory of that Countrey : and this by 
the Pope and his Miniſters, the Lord of Trinity. 

Yea Bellarmine gives it as a proof of the truth of the Rowiſh Church, 
that the Pope hath over-run and deſtroyed many Kings and Emperors 
in the Eaſt and Weſt, and that none was ever able to tubdue him. 

Nor is this Papal Antichriſt yet weary of his bloody courſes ; no, 
we here in England may lay of him at this day, as Chryſoſtoms aid of 


Endexia, who threatned his lifes Behold Herodius danceth a new, a 


new ſheAceketh to cut off Fohw Baptiſts heads ſo we may lay, Behold 
the.Pope rageth again, and thirſtecth for the blood of Proteſtants ; 
again, would the Papilts be 1ſolacing themſelves in the blood of He. 
reticks ; their murdering of brave Sir Edwmwnabary Godfrey, was but 
a ſpark of their kindled rage; the King, the Proteſtant Nobility, al 
or any of them, yea the common people alſo, that fhould'any way 


-hinder tbeirdefign, or deny Conformity, had certainly drunk of the 


ſame Cup, bad their Plot'gone on £othe intended Execution, 

But | muſt net eglarge herein; nor need 1 multiply words, the bare 
conſideration-of what they would have, with their device for their 
attaining it, is ſufficient to fill us with admiration, it is but little that 
I have ard. herein, yet ex pede Herewlem, by the foot you may judg 
the body, end by this little what the reſt is. 


-Qbjet. But  fome may objeft and Jay, All that you have ſaid 1s but 
the judgment and prattice of particular perſons, who muſt anſwer for 
themſelnes : youknow that the Papiſts are not all in their dealings ſuch 
& you repreſent them to be. | | | 

Anſm. laofwer, That though the Writings of fome men amongſt 
them may be\counted particular, or private ; yet the'Bnlls of their 
Popes, 'or Neereesof their Councils, are no-private things, or Senti- 
meats, but ipublick and jadidial aRs, which muft be charged upon 
their Church and Religion. | 

It s true, the Papifisdo net everywhere break Oaths with, or de- 
firey thePratditarits; !yerwhen any {och thing ts done, or attempted 
for the{trvice ofthe Chuawoh,-it is owned and recorded at Rowe, not 
a Txcaldn,/Rebtbion; er Murder, ties faithful Loyalty to the Fope 
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and Church, whoſe Religion turns blood into holy Water, and dy- 


ing for Treaſon into Martyrdom, This js that which gives ſuch glor 

-at Rome to Regicides, and makes the piftures of Garret, Guiguard, 
and Garnet, ſo much there to be valued 3, the laſk,of theſe, wha was 
executed in: Evgland only for the Powder-plot, of which he.ackgow- 
ledged himfelf guilty before he dyed 3; yet his pifture is by allow- 
ance publickly fold at Rome with this Inſcription, Pater Henrigu;&c. 
that is, Father Henry Garnet hang'd and quartered at London for the 
Catholick, Faith, May 3. 1606, ſhewing, that Treaſon and the Ca- 
tholick Faith are one and the ſame at Rome, as one obſerves upon 
if, 

I fay, if Papiſts do not a their principles to the deſtruion of 
Proteſtants with whom they live, it is not becauſe their Religion will 
not bear it , but Bellarmine gives us the reaſon, ſaying, That though 
Hereticks ought to be deſtroyed and cut off, yet if the Catholicks have 
not opportunity, or the Hereticks be too ſtrong for them, they may 
be let alone. And this is the reaſon they gave, why England that 
hath fo long lyen under the Excommunication and Curte of the Pope, 
hath eſcaped, and been ſuffered by'them, becauſe they have wanted 
opportunity and power 'to execute that curſe upon it: Behold the 
curtelie of the Church of Rome to us in England, our Throats are 
not cut, becaule they cannotdo it ; they have had a will and defire 
to it along time, but they have not bad opportunity and power. to 
doit: And this is the true reaſon,according to them and their princi- 
ples, that we live. I grant that there are ſome good-natur'd amongſt 
them, that abhor ſuch principles and praRices; but herein they come 
ſhort of a Catholick goodneſs ; and if fuch appear, or be known to 
the Zealots, they hardly eſcape: So Father Paul, who is ſaid to 
write the Hiſtory of rhe Council of Trent, was with much-ado pre- 
{erved from their bloody Inſtruments, becauſe he ſmelt of Hereſie, 
that is, deteſted the abominable Rogueries and Villanies of theChurch 
of Rome. 

So that herein I have done them no wrong in charging the Religi- 
on and Church of the Papiſts ; for Iſpeak not of their daily praQice, 
but of their fixt and allowed principles, whereby they always ap- 
prove ſuch things when opportunity ſerves. 

And now look back, view, and confider in this little glaſs, or diſco- 
very, the form and principles of the Roman Papacy and Church, and 

ou may ſee how fitly it is called the beaft that aſcended owt of the 
ottowleſs-pit, and by its growth in pernicious Errors, and mckat- 
neſs, 
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neſs; hath out-gone the doings of the firſt beaſt, and may well be ac- 
” counted an horrible Monfter, without any ſcriptural or reaſonable 
form; and as at its firſt appearance, growth, and improvements, it was 
*the obje& of aUmiration, for the-world :wondred after. the. beaſt, 
"Rev. 13. 3, ſo he became an obje&t of terror to thoſe. that gave up 
- whitir names to him but rq thoſe in theſe Hatrer ages, whom God hath 

enlightned to a feparating from that myſtical Babylon, an obje& of 

ſcorn and contempt, | 

3. I come now to the third Enquiry, namely, Why God ſuffers 
ſuch deviſers anddevicesagainit his Church and Kingdom of his Son ? 
This I ſhall anſwer in three particulars : 
1, The Lord, who knoweth all the ways of men, 2nd can prevent 

their miſchief and wicked devices, yet ſuffers them to deviſe againſt 
' his Church, yea to prevail much, becavſe of the-fins of his people : 
- this brings the wrath of God upor- them, and their Enemies are but 
asthe Viol ,or Inſtrument in their Fathers-hand, to chaſtiſe them for 
- their iniquities, and vindicate his honour, which hath ſuffered in the 
- world by'them. - Thus as God ſtirred up the Enemies of his Churgh 
of old againſt his People, the Syrians and Babylonians, &c. which 
were oft as the Rod of God upon the'back of 1/rael, and oft times 
-very grievous to them, becauſe of their Idolatry and unfruitfulneſs; 
fo there is-a myſtical Papal Babylon to this day, which he can, and 
doth oft let our againſt the wife of the Lamb, the true Church, and 
faithful followers of Chrift, to awaken them to repentance, and vin- 
dicate his honour by their ſuffering; it is upon the heart of God to 
honour himſelf, and do his people good by all that comes upon them: 
Howbeit, it is otherwiſe deſigned and purpoſed in the heart of the 
Papal Whore, namely, to pluck up, and utterly to deſtroy, and to 
root out; but the great God, who ruleth in the Kingdoms of men, 
will make them know that his Council ſhall Rand, and not their de- 
vices: This is the firſt reaſon why God fuffers them, it is not becauſe 
the Church of Rome is the true Church ( which they falſly affirm), 
and therefore made of God fo potent and proſperous ; but becauſe 
6f' the'ſins and iniquities of his people, that God lets in the Waves 
of th® Antichriſtian Sea upon them. 

2. God iuffers their devices for the honour of his own Wiſdom 
2nd Omnifcience : The Lord ſuffereth the policies of Antichriſt to 
be propounded and made ready for execution, while he that watch- 
eth overhis- Church, ſeeth-all the ſecret windings and -turnings of 


the” Seorpion-crew, all: their Councels, though never fo ſecret and 


deeply 
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deeply faid, are fully kgown to him, and he ſuffers them to a certain 
rate and degree, that he may be known to fee them. Thus in the 
Powder-plor, their defizn was ſo fecretly carried on, fo deep, as wel 
us deſperate, that they brought it to the very dirth; and then the 
Lord who ſeeth in ſecret, brought it to light, when there were but 
a few hours betwixt the diſcovery and the execution: and if we con- 
{ider how long this preſent Flot hath been upon the Anvil, forming 
and Framing, how deep, how powerful their devices were, we have 
eauſe'to bear a part" in Hamahbs triumphing Thankfgiving, 1 Sam. 
2. 3, Tal; no more ſo exceeding proudly, let nat arrog aticy come aut of 
your wouth : for the Lords a God of knowledg, and by him ations are 
weighed, Timr:, 1Hay, we may reprove the Papiſts, as ſhe 61d her Ene- 
mies. 

3. God ſuffers devices againſt his Church, for the confuſion of 
their Antichriftian Enemies 3, their own ways, method , and devices 
Aill/confound them ;, pride and arrogancy makes the Roman Church 
exetivety: coverous of the ſubjeftion of Kings and Nations to it; 
for this they are as reſtleſs and unquiet, as the Devils are, whoſe 
ponamy and proper inclinations are with reſtleſs motions to endeavour 
the encrez(c of the Kingdom of darkneſs ; or as its Predeceſſor Hea- 
then-Kome, whoſe Image ſhe bears, was to encreafe her Dominion 
and Soveraignty in the world : And as that exceſs of greatneſs to 
which ſhe-zttain'd, pverfway*d\her, and became deftrudtive to her, 
ſo ns ſhe was ſaid to periſh by her own greatneſs : Thus ſhaft it be 
with Antichriftian-Rome, ' while ſhe infatiably ſeeks after worldl 

reatneſs, for glory and ſecuriry, God will turn this device agai 
her {&{f, to her own confufion;z thofe Kings and earthly power 
which now,as a beaſt;cxrries and and'bears her up, the Lord witt cauf? 
tocaither down, and of all her .enemies,will be the greateſt, 

And what hath the Reman Church gained by her unwearied at- 
temmpts, toreduce and bring £x nll agalh into bondage to its Pa- 
-pzry ?\ What got the by her device of the Spaniſh Armada in the 
year $8,4which for its greatneſs, and the Popes Beneditions for its 
ſnecels, was called Invincible, but a vaſt Jofs of Treaſure, Ships, and 
Men, and no fimall diſgrace in the world ?' And what hath Rowe 
gotten by their tyranny and cruelty expreſt upon theProteſtants in 
France, and other places, but a more full diſcovery of their Helliſh 
principtes-and praQtices, and a greater hatre@ againſt them ? Certain- 
ly God hath kere in England turned the Teal, and Precipitancy, and 
Confidence of the Papiſts to their own ruin; for had they with pa- 
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tience a while waited the ſucceſs of their debauching the Nations 
the over-growing. Atheiſm and Prophanenefs .of the Nation hadin 
a ſhort time opened an effeRual door to Popery, and rendred its 
entrance an eaſie thing ; but their preſumptuous eagernels, through 
Gods gracious Providence, hath not only alarm'd us to fee and avoid 
the danger, but alſo» Gad bath diſſipated their bigheſt aſſurances. 
We know that God hath in his wiſe Providence ſuffered the P4- 
pal Church and State for many ages, to have as abſolute a Soveraignty 
over Kings and Ringdoms in its, form and way, as the Heathen Em- 
perors had, and to prevail over them, and with an high. kand to 
Maſſacre and undo them; nor was,this a caſual thing, but what God 
in his Providence ordered for the Calfilin of his Word, in 2 Theſ.2, 
to which I have already [poken; yea and the laviſh ſubjeion of the 
Kings to the Papal beaſt, was to continue until the myſtery of Ini- 
quity be fulfild, and no longer : but then the caſe will be altered; 
when the great God ſhall turn the ſcale, then ſhall the love which 
thoſe Kings have ſhewed-to the Whore, or, falſe Church, be turned 


into hatred,. and. the remembrance of their former captivity. and 


bondage to her, by the means of her lyes and witchcrafts, ſhall Rlr 
up an inveterate rage againſt her ; ſo as theſe ſhall hate the Whore, and 
ſhall make her deſolate and naked, and ſball eat ber fleſh, and burn her 
with fire, Rev.17-16, They ſhall execute revenge to the deſtrution 
of the ſeat of the beaſt, they ſhall withdraw their defenſivg, power, 


'and. take away the preferments and eſtates in their reſpeRive Coun- 


tries, which were the main props of it ; ſo as Antichriſt ſhall appear 
naked, that is, poor and deſpicable. 

In the mean time, as a pledg of this outward fall of the, beaſt; hath 
not God by the breaking forth of light, and the beginnings of Re- 
formation, put it into the hearts of many to deteſt ts and 
withdraw from it ? Of which Bellarmine himſelf, though to another 
purpoſe taketh notice, that of late the Pope hath loſt a great part of 
Germany, alſo Swethlqnd, Gothland Norway, Denmark, Great Britain, 
Switzerland, Bohemia, &c. which defeftion will be perfe&ed, when 
the time of avenging the blood of the Saints, which cry fromunder 
the Altar, be come ; then ſhall God give her alſo blood to drink, be- 
cauſe ſhe is worthy. | 

4. The laſt particular to be enquired into, is, how God makes 
void, and brings to nought the devices of this people? Take an ac- 
count of this in four particulars : 


1. God 
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1, God hath ſometime and ſtill doth bring to novght the devices 
of this "people, by raiſing up amongſt the Proteſtants faithful 
watchmen , carefully and induftriouſly. to look into the Papal affairs 
and pengess luch was Secretary Walſingham, in the civil affairs, 
who in his time was a worthy and faithful Patriot of his Country, 
who ſcorned the PapalGold,and would not be bribed to lndiligence, 
or Treachery, but watcht the Councels at Rome, found ways to 
know their moſt ſecret devices, and accordingly gave warning to 
the prelervation of the Queen and Government; tome luch in one 
capaciry or other, doth the great God,who fitteth upon the circle 
of the Earth, raiſe up amongſt the Proteſtants, either to oppoſe 
or utterly t> evacuate their devices z eminently uletul that way 
was our Famous Queen Elizabeth, not only in her own Kingdoms, 
but in Forraign parts alſo. For by her affiſtance with Gods blefling 
on the 'endeavours of the houſe of Orange, the molt vigorous im-: 
preſſions of the Papiſts were not only reliſted, but allo a great 
part of the Netherlands relcued from the Papal bondage ; 'and 
in deſpight of their bloody Agents and Attempts, fetled the United 
Provinces in a quiet and ſecure State, which through Gods bleſſing 
hath fo greatly flouriſht, notwithſtanding all the curfes of the Pope, 
therein found to be fallible. 

| And as to the concerns of dofrine and worſhip, God hath 
never, nor ever will be without faithful watchmen and witneſſes 
in all ages, to teſtify againſt rhe damnable errors and abominations 
in the 'worſhip, principles and prattices of the Roman Church, 1 
have not room for the names of ſuch, or the circumſtances and 
retnarkable providences of God in raiſing ſuch up, and profpering 
their endeavours; but ſhall: conclude, that this teſtimony againſt 
the Papal Antichriſt ſhall never ceale, -but the light thereot ſhall 
grow greater and greater, to the convincing the mifled and delu- 
ded World, even uatil the time come when the Lord ſhall conſume 
him with the ſpirit of his mouth; and ſhail deſtroy him by the 
brightneſs" of his coming, as hath been-foretold by the lofallible 
S$pirir of truth, as in 2 Thef. 2.7. 

2. God brings to nought their devices, by touching the hearts 
of ſome of the Conlpirators to make dilcovery of their deſigns; 
and that when they were even ripe and fit for ation, this hath been 
found like a ſlipping-knot, which they could never by any means 
ſecure, For when their agents have been by many reaſons con- 
vincec that the Plot was probable, profitable, and alu a meritorious 
G 2 work, 
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work, yea-and thave Been fortified by rhe Popes bleffing, and pro- 
male of Td, 2nd have alſo make hg: y ſeerecy oF Aion : 
by all the Promiſes, Vows, Qaths, and Sacraments they could be 
brought under ; yet fti}t one or other by an unſeen hand, hath 
been ſmitten, filPd and overcome with fear. troubled in conſcience, 
and could not reſt wichout difcovery ; though I might give many 
inſtances for this, yet for brevity (ake 1 ſhall wave them.. The 
example in this day of Oats and Bedlow, and of fome others allo, 
making diſcovery of this horrid Flor, may be {ficient 3 Oh how 
greatly hath the hand of God appeared herein! No Coubt but 
the offers of riches and honour made to thele men by the Pope 
or grand Conſpitators, were far greater than any advantage or gain 
they did or could hope to make by the diſcovery. But the Lord 
awakened their Spirits and Confciences hereunto, and to him alone 
we muſt give the praitfe. 

3- God bringeth to nought their devices, by blaſting and ren» 
dring them unfruitful z he hath and doth often take ſucceſs from 
their endeavours; he plagues them with a miſcarrying womb : how 
probable ſoever their devices againſt Enyland hath been ; yet till 
they have ſtumbled at the threſhold, and could nor get into the 
Execution thereof ; all their great endeavours, deep counſels, well. 
laid Plots, ſtill evaporate and come to nothing, their 88, their 
defigns and methods of poyſoning or ſtabbing, with their Helliſh 
Powder-plot, where are they ? What have they produced, hut 
their own ſhame? And now once more God hath appeared againſt 
them, and broke the neck of their Dagon, their Miſter-piece, Oh 
how infolent and obſtinate is this Papal people, that will not ſee the 
Eords arm ſtretcht out againſt their bloody and ungodly devices! 
the heathen 'Pharoah ard Egypt, a type of this Papal Antichriſt, 
will-riſt up in Judgment againſt them, 'as being more vile and 0+ 
ſtinatez for they when their hoſt was dilordered, and their 
Chariot-wheels taken off in the Red-Sea, cryed ont, Let ws flee 
from the face of Iſratl, for the Lord fighreth for thim againſþ tte 
Egyptians; but theſe Papiſts fee not, nor will they ſec; as if they 
wputed all ro an heathen fate, and denyed the being and gover- 
ning of Gods providence over tnman affiirs; and furcly as they 
exceed Egyptin obſtinacy and pride, fo the plagues and deſtruRtion 
of this ſpiritual Babylon, and Mother of Harlots, ſhall in her day 
of vengeance exceed. the plagues of Egypr. 
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4. There is yet one way more I ſhall name, whereby God hath 


1d will as effe&ually as by any, evacuate and bring to novght 
their devices, even in the moſt bloody and dreadful execution of 
them And that is the faith and patience of his Saints and wit- 
nefſes : as the holy leed are called out of the world by the Spirit 
of Truth and Holineſs ; fo they keep the commands of God, and 
have the teſtrmony of Jeſus; for this the Dragon makes War with 
them, wherein he cannot nor ever ſhall prevail: for as they are 
cated ro profefs and bear their teſtimony, ſo allo to ſuffer; and 
herem by the arms of the Almighty they have been made ſtrong, 
ſo as the gates of Hell have not prevailed againſt their teſtimony z 
their mecknefs and quiet ſubmiſſion to the will of God, their take- 
ing joyfutfy the ſpoyling of their goods, their reſiſting to blood, 
that is, to a free and willing offering of their own blood for the 
fake of Chrift, this hath prevailed and overcome more thai any 
worldly power could do, 

Thus m the days of heathen Komes Empire, when by the Inſti 
gation of the grand head of Apoſtacy, Satan, its Emperours 
(thereby ſhewing whoſe children they were) uſed all imaginable 
cruelties againft the Chriſtians, to force them from their teſtimovy 
to, and profeſſion of Chriſt; yet herein they were fo far from 
prevailing, that the number of Chriſtians greatly encreaſed inthe 
midſt of torturing ; fo as Diccleſiav, who above all before him 
vowed and endeavonred to root out Chriſtiavity, raiſed the laſt 
and greateſt perfecution ; when he had done his utmoſt, preyailed 
nor, but in a melancholy fit reſigned his Empire, whereby he cor 
feſfed himſelf overcome by the Chriſtians z and what were their 
weapons, but Prayers, Tears, and Blood ? and by theſe they over- 
came, 

The like vidtory hath the faith and patience of the Saints had 
over the Papal-devices; the patient and cheerful ſufferings of the 
Proteſtants under cruel burnings and tortures, the ſhedding of 
their bt60d from time to time, hath greatly prevailed againſt them 


As the” Author of the Council of Trent obſerves, that the death - 


of «Anu Du Burg, ſo Eminent a perſon, made many to- enquire 


into the caufe of his death, which he endured with to great cou-- 


rape and cheerfulneſs, whereby the number of Proteſtants was much 
encrealed in France. 

[ grant that the blood of Chriſtians, ſhed by heathen Rowe, was 
adondantly more than the Stood of Proteſtants ſhed by Papal Rowe, 


yet 
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yet the cry of the latter is far greater, and the guilt of Papal Rowe 
45 abundantly more than the guilt of heathen. Rome, becauſe the 

a(ted as heathens, and in their blindneſs thought they did their 
duty ; they were guided by their helliſh Oracles, and thereby a 


- neceſſity laid before them to root Chriſtianity and the very name 


of ir out of the World. But now the Papal Church owns Chriſt, 
and rhe Scriptures, pretends their Pope to be the Vicar of Chriſt, 
to repreſent his perſon on earth ; hence is the cry of the blood 
ſhed by them far greater; for Chriſt came not to deſtroy mens lives, 
but to ſave them, Lok. 9.56. The Pope in pretence and hypocrily 
role like a Lamb, bur hath aRed like a Lion, as coming into the 
World not to fave but to deſtroy mens lives, however he pretends 
a Miniſtry of the Word, yet he in truth uſeth only the Sword; 
and having attained the Image of the firſt Beaft, heathen R ome, 
doth the ſame works the firſt Beaſt did ;, yet by all hath not pre- 
vailed, the faith and patience of the Proteſtant Saints hath pre- 
vailed and ſhall prevail againſt him and his devices; he admires his 
worldly grandure and power , but God points at his ſuffering- 
witneſſes, as if he would have men and Angels take notice of, 
not their arms and worldly force and circumſtances; but ſaith he, 
Here 1s the patience and the faith of the Saints, Rev. 13.10, And 
hereby ſhall they get a glorious conqueſt over Antichriſt and all 
his devices, as they have in part already done, Rev.12.11, And 
they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their 
reſtimony, and they loved not their lives unto the death, 

But this ſhall ſuffice for Anſwer to the Queries propoſed in the 
entrance of the diſcourſe, whereby ye may ſce what this people 
are, what they would have, alſo what their Papacy is, and what 
their devices are to promote it, &c. By all which we may con- 
clude that this Papacy is an humane invention, hath no foundation 
in Scripture; and as it was brought forth by the powers of the 
World, fo by fleſhly and worldly powers and devices it is. upheld 
the very conſideration whereof may induce us upon a rational 
account,and much more if we give heed to the Scriptures, the word 
of God,to conclude two things: 

1.” That it's our dvry to ſeparate from this Idolatrous Church 
that is not atall worthy of that nawe or title; for what is Rome 
but the ſeat of Tyranny,the cinque of all abominations? This is the 
mother Church the Papiſts boaſt of, and ſo-much urge us to return 
to. 1 ſhall not enter vpon the Juſtifying of our ſeparation from 

* { the 


| 
| 
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the Church of Rome , it is abundantly made good by ſeveral late 
"writers amongſt us ; The very Conſideration of what this Papacy 
and Roman Church is, is enough for us to-enter a Proteſt againſt 
her 3 for which the Scripture is our warrant, Rev. 18, 2. Babylon 
'the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of Devils, 
and the hold of every foul. ſpirit, and a cage of every unclean and 
hateful Bird : This cannot be meant of literal Babylcn the feat of 


'the Aſſyrian Monarchy, which was ruined long betore Fohns time; 


Eut it muſt be meant of a myſtical Babylons which fully agrees with 
the Roman State and Church, the ſeat of Antichriſt ; upon;the 
forehead of this Whore is ſaid to be written, Rev, 19. 5- Myſtery, 
Babylon the great, the Mother of Harlots, and abominations of the 
Earth ;, to what ſtate or form in the world can this agree, but to 
that of the Papacy? The whole of it is a deep and profound myſtery 
of iniquity, ating ungodlineſs under a pretence of piety and of 
ferving God ;, and as Babylon lifted up it's ſelf to tyranniz?. and at 
cruelty upon the world, eſpecially the Church of God ; ſo is this 
myſtical Babylon greatly exalted, and lifts up her ſelf above all 
"that is called God; 'and whereas the great Babyloz is called the 
Mother of Harlots, becauſe there began the Demon-worſhip, or 
'the Invocating of their Heroes, and worthy men, after death, 
whom they..made their Mediators, and hereby eminently guilty, as 
the Founders of a new Idolatry, which in Scripture is called For- 
nication, or a breach of the Marriage- Covenant betwixt God and 
his people 3 ſo is this myſtical Babylon, Papal Rome, the Mother of 
Harlots, being the firſt and only in the world profeſſing Chriſt, 
that ereed and adted a new Idolatry of praying to Saints de- 
parted, yea and hath brought in, and mixed the Religious uſe of 
Images with the worſhip of Chriſt; hereby was life given to the 
Image of the beaſt; that is,all the D-mor-worſhip and falſe worſhip 
$ whith the firſt beaſt or Heathen Rome uſed, was and is by Papal- 

Rome, under other forms and names, brought into ufe ; to which 
if ye -may add the allowed Whoredoms, Witchcrafts, Perjuries, 
Murders, &c. at Rome where the Pope preſides and rules, we may 
well ſay this is the Babylon the ſeat of Abominations; now this 
Church having broke with Chriſt, and turned him and his govern- 
ment out of dores, ſurely it is our duty to ſeparate from her, 
from all her falſe DoArines, Worſhip, Qrdinances, and Authority 
yea and from every thing that ſcents or ſavors of Rowe, that hath 
1 «liquid commune cum eAntichrifto, any thing uſed by them, - a 
| badge 
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"badge of their Hierarchy ; and this is but what God cats for, 
Rev.18. 4, 5. Come ont of ber ey people, that ye bt not partakers of 


her fins, and that ye recesve net of ther plagues : Far ter fant bave 


. ranched unto Heanen, andGod bath remembred ber maquntics, 


And as we in England arc juſtifiable in our ſeparating from the 
idolatrous Papacy and Church of Rome, as having therein done 
but ourduty; fo it is a vain and evil attempt for any to ge about 
to reconcile the Church of Ergland, and the Church of Aome 
together , wherein they a ..great Treachery to the Proteſtant 
Religion, it is a giving vp the cauſe of Chrift in which & 
worthy perſons, ſome tor Icarning , all for Piety to God, have 
willingly loft their tives ; England may po over t6 Rome, but Rowe 
can never come tous; fofar as there is any compliance with Zener, 
ſo far we are no longer Proteftant but Popiſh ; certainly Emgland 
+ or {hould be as far from compounding or complying -with Rome, 
as lights with darkneſs ; That Whorith and kiolatrows'Church, 
that hath broken the Marriage-knet, and is gone from Glrit im his 
Dodrine, Diſciplme, and Authority, ſhould for ever be to ws in 
England, 25 eAmalek, was to Uracl, with 'whom rhey might never 
make peace, beravuſe it was a Nation thated of God, and deſigned 
to be rooted up, and utterly deftroyed. And tha that have 
endeavoured at leaſt fome communion betwixt Englandand Rowe, 
what have they herein attamed, but ſhame and contufran to them- 
ſelves? It hath proved tike 1fraels return to Egypt, forbaddun of 
God, and deſtruQtire to them thar did-/ſo; furely the firſt nodule 
of Refarmation in England, (ets it at a greater diftance (vom the | 
Churck of Rowe, its authority, dofrines, and worſhip, than that | 
any ſhould hope ever to wnite with them again; yet that was but 
in a meaſure to flop the clamorons mourhsiof the zedbows Papiftr; | 
Or -as the age could bear it: They intended that but as a ſampke 
and beginning. of that Reformation and 1eparation from rhe 
Dhvrch' of Rome, which the enfumg age, if any {o+farrbiul rothe 
truth and intereſt of the Goſpel 'yere Sound; in it, fhowld pertcR, 
'This'ts but what the firſt Reformers declayed ta the preface to 'the 
Book of Common- Prayer. Well then, ferus equally zbhor a gong 
backward ro Papal Rowe, and a ftandmy Rtill in the old and fir 
-degree of Reformation ; Let us preſs on to a more tull ſeparation 
from that myſtical Bubylox, that we may not partake of her fms, * 
leſt we partake of her plagues alfo. - | 


2. A 


JS 
2, Aﬀecond thing you may and ovght to conclude from thewhole, 


by 
of 1s this,, namely, That this Papal and Antichriſtian State ſhall and muſt 
oy Fall, tow glorious ſoever it is z though to the eye of fente atid reaſon 
it feems very ſtrong and powerſul, ro ſernre, to Tave md-prefirve-tts 
he "Felf;; [yet ir cannot fltand, for it trath no fonndation ſtot Theaveny'all 
ne is earthly, carnal, fenfual, and gevilhſh, it i'bvilt-upon the Sand 
ut of humane Inventions and Authorities and m dhe time; 1n' its'ripe- 
ne 2 for deftruRion, it ſhall fall, and great will be the fell- the&re- 
ac Or, 
y I confels the outward circumſtances «f that Chorch have 
ve for a long time been fuch, as it might well, to a deluded or un- 
ve diſcerning world, ſeem invincible, efpecially if confttered with the 
e, Improvement the Papal Writers have made of them, Hence they 
a abound with —_— of f5rmer Vi&ories over nfidels and Fereriths, 
r, whereby they would per{wad&us to think Rome that Church againſt 
l, Which no power nor policy can ever prevail; and alſo of theirown 
is State and Church conclude, That it is fo rooted and fixt, that it can- 
Nn not fall, but the world muſt be ruined with it. And therefore all at- 
r tempts of Princes and earthly powers have heen always vain and 
d ſrvitlefs, and ſo they ever ſhall be, Thus Campanells in his Hiltory'of 
e the Spaniſh Monarchy concludes : faith he, Though all Princes and 
, People ſhould combine and unite their firengrh to diffolve #1d de- 
- | ſtroy the Papacy and State of the Roman Church, yet they would 
f not be able tocfte& it; for if in that caſe the Pope ſhould publiſh 
c but one Bull, one Croyſada ( which is the beating of the Papal Drum 


e to War), all Religious perſons, of which there are many Millions, 
t would from all parts of the world fly to Arms, and with their Pens 
t and Swords, with all their might, terrifie the Enemy, and reſtore or 
3 preſerve the Pope z nor will the people dare to bear arms againſt 
© luch Religious perſons ( or {piritual Fathers) ; for if they ſhould, the 
© Ereater part of them would fall by their Sword, and the reſt would be 
: iſcomhied, yield, and cry for mercy. Yea though the Pope were a 
"Wicked and vile perfon, yet if any Prince ſhould War upon him, and 
J alſo prevail, yet he would find himſelf therein conquered and ſub- 
dued : An example whereof we have in Roger King of Naples, who 
warred againſt the Pope, and alſo prevailed z yet was at laſt torced 

in the top of his Vitory to kifs the Popes feet. | 
' Thus one of the'Soris of pride boaſted of the Papal ftrengrh, in their 
eye invincible, fo as no State in the world isin their account more 
ſecure, or in lefs danger to be removed; nay on this account, they 
H are 
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are more ready to invade, than to fear invaſion and diſturbance from 
others. | 

But now conſider this Idolatrous, yet ſelf-exalting, and Boaſting 
Church of Rowe, under the aſpe& and influence of Gods Power, 
. Juſtice, and Word, and you may ſee it withering ; you may perceive 
rottenneſs in-its bones, and even ready to fall. - 

7. It cannot ſtand before the Power of God : He that calls things 
that are not, as if they were, that bringeth to nothing the moſt 
mighty things that are z before whom the mountains and greatneſs 
of the carth is as nothing, yea leſs than nothing; and the glory of 
this power will and ſhall exalt its ſelf above every glory and great- 
nefs that is oppoſed thereunto ; ſo that this mighty Antichriſt that 
exalteth himſelf to be equal with God, yea above all that is called God, 
ſhall be brought down to Hell, and fall head!ong into the pit of de- 
ſtruQion. TY | 

When God would comfort 1/rae! under 'the e£ſſyrian tyranny 
and bondage, or fortifie them againſt the fear of the ſwelling great- 
neſs of that Empire, he calls his people to conſider his own Almigh- 
tineſs put forth.in the Works of Creation, that they might not de- 
ſpond, but believe, that God was able to fave them, and allo pulldown 
the greatneſs of their enemy ;, and why ſhould not we on the ſame 
account be perſwaded, that Antichriſt, how great ſ>ever,ſhall fall be- 
fore the mighty power of God? 

2, Weigh this Popedom in the ballance of the SanAuary, and it 
will be found too. light and appear to be Reprobate : take the Scrip- 
ture, the Rule of Judgm:nt betwixt God and Man, and thereby 
meafure it, and ye wi'l not only ſee, but conclude and believe its de- 
itruionz for how can, or what reafon haye any (that will judg ac- 
cording to the Word of God) to conclude, That that which hath no 
appointment from Chri:!, no approbation from the Word, fave what 
is gained by an horrible and impious diſtorting and abuſe of Scrip- 
ture, hath no- promiſe of a bleſſing upon it, n:y. which the word 
plainly threatneth with diſſolution and deſtrution, can ſtand ? Ceg: 
tainly the Abbot of Welcomb (if I miſtake not the name of the ach 
ſhewed himſ-lf more a Divine, and was more right in the caſe than 
Cardinal Campanella before-mentioned, who in the time of Henry 
the Eight, King of Englard, diſcovered to a friend of his the great 
fears he had of the fall of the Papal Hierarchy : Why, ſaid his (riend, 
how can that be ,. eſpecially here in England, where the King is ſo 
good a. Catholick, fo zealous for holy. Church ; where alfo the Nobi- 
| | lity 
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lity and Commons are ſo unanimous in their ſubjeion to Rome ? 
But, ſaid he, Pray my Lord, What is the reaſon of your fear? why, 
faid the Abbot, the Scripture I remember ſaith, Every plant which 
my heavenly Father hath not planted, ſhall be rooted up. Now, (aid he, 
I have read the Scripturcs over and over, but conld never find ſuch a 
thing, or term, as Pope, Lord Cardinal, Prior, Abbot, Fryar, or 
Monk, or any ſuch Office or Order of which the Church of Rome 
doth conſiſt: therefore I am perfwaded they are not of God, and 
therefore cannot ſtand. This was ſpoken by one of a fore-boding mind, 
that was unawares prophetical in the caſc ; for not long aſter, the fame 
Kirg caſt off the Popes Supremacy, deſtroyed the Societies of Ab- 
bies and Nunneries, fcized all into his own hand, and laid the foun- 
dation of the enſuing Reformation. 

I fay, let any but conſider of the Papal State according to the 
word, and he will not only eaſily fee that it is a forraign plant, but 
will alſo ſee reaſon to believe that it'is abominable in the ſight of God, 
and ſhall and muſt be deſtroyed , the Lord will effeRt+it both medi- 
ately and immediately ; and when he comes to conteſt withit, little 
will all its powers and policies avail to fave it. 

3- Conſider the Papal Church under the afpe& of Gyine Juſtjte, 
which is {9 much provoked by its Impieties, and its falling will ap- 
pear; as Juſtice hath aneye to ſee, ſo it hath an hand to recompence 
its {elf, and execute vengeance for all the abominations of that Idol- 
Church; they that believe that God is cfſentially righteous in his 
nature, muſt alſo believe him to be righteous in his diſtribution of 
puniſhments; and though the execution of them, for righteous ends 
be defer'd, yet her damnation ſleeps not, it is coming upon her, and 
ſhall be'proportioned to her (11, and to her ſecurity : however ſecure 
they are in the Roman Church ; yet when the Lord comes to execute 
wrath upon them, even while they cry, Peace, peace, there ſhall come 
upon them fuccen deſtruQion, as on a woman in travail. Rome hath 
a lorg time heaped up fin, fins of flcſhly and fpiritual fornication, 
cruelty againſt, and ſhedding the blood of the followers of the 
Lanib, &c. And what can ſhe «<xpe& at the Lords hand but blood, 
of which ſhe is worthy ? How ſhall Juſtice acquit its ſe, to let the 
ſeat of wickedneſs wholly eſcape ? no, it cannot be, but when har 
heap of fin ſhall reach Heaven, when her fin be full, the Lord will 
execute vengeance long ſince threatned againſt her : ſo it is Rev, 18, 
Her ſins have reached unto heaven, and Hos hath remembred her ins- 
quities ; reward her even as ſhe —_ you: and this reward ſhall 
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be meaſured out according to her preſumption. ang eurity in, aft- 
ing all, her crying abomioations.: fo. the Sexiptpre ſpeaks, Rav. 13, 7. 
Faw wach ſhe hath glorified ber ſelf, and. led delicieuſly , Ja much 
torment and ſorrow give hers for ſie ſaith in her beart, | ſit a Queen, 
and am no widow, and ſhall ſee no ſorrow , therefore her plagyes ſhall 
come in one day, which is utter ruin. 

But b:cauſe the circumſtances of the days weliv & in,call for Thank(- 
giving and Humiliation ; I (hall for the more full advance of both, of- 
fer a few things to conſideration, concerning this, horrid D:vice, or 
Plot of the Paepiſts now under diſcovery and conſideration, 

I. It was a ruining deſign to the Government, Laws, and eſta» 
bliſh*c Religion in England : for Popery cannot be brought in but by 
the ruin of theſe: theſe and Popery cannot Rand together y for the 
great and chief end of Popery is Greatneſs and Dominiqn z whatever 
appearance they have of Region, it.is but for the ſake of, and inſub« 
ſerviency to that, Hence it is, ihat thoſe Darbings of the great a pot- 
lyon, qr.deftroyer, the-Zeſuitsy. in all their Writings, fo ſtretgh. their 
Wits is form their Re igion and its, Principles that way, as if the 
great and only end of the Church 91 Chriſt here on Earch, were tg 
{ubdye the Civil, Powers and Intereſt of Kings and Kingdoms to it : 
And what i; it they aim at in Ex; lad, that they fcruple with fuch 
ynweariednels to tet up Popery here? Is it to reduce, and bring ys 
oft, ſ5om. ſome damnzhle Errors, or ro fave.qur ſouls from HzU ? If 
that were their lincere end, they would ule other methods and wea: 
Pgns.z no, the Error we are guiltyſph, is.our nor ſybjeRing tg the abo- 
manable and. whoriſh Papacy, to. lyipg wonders, to an Idolatrous 
Maſs, and curſed DoQ@riges of Devils ; an{ the Hell they call to us 

te avoid, is the Popes Hell, the Hell of his Curſe and Excommunica- 
tion. But theſe are but covers to their greater deſign, which is to 
reduce the Nition to a ſubjeRion, to pillage and ſpoil, that the Lo- 
cuts which came out of the bottomleis-pit, Monks, Fryars, and 
]cfuits, may ſwarm here, may Lord and Maſter it here, may devour 
the fat of the Land, that the Popes Coffers may be once again. fill'd 
opt of England, alittle Iſland, but always a rich ſpot to the Pope. 
There is allq a ſleeping title of the-Popes to be aſſerted ; and we are 
heholding to him for his patience in forbearing and ſuffering ſo long : 
England was once [ina King Fohys. time] tributary to Rome, and 
the Kigg held his Crown in Fee of the Pope 5 10 that he had a full 

qwer to ſet up and pull, down, to confirm, or alter, to.alles and tax 
the Nation ; this is the realhn. of their riying,. with ſg great Cagekr 
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fs to reduce this Nation 4 not to reake u3 better, but-to- captivate 
King snit Kingdom), t6 {acrifice our eftates, bodies and fauls to. the 
Will ave $overaignty of the Pope, We may well call it a ruining de- 


IF 

2, It was a bloody Plot and D:vice; and ſhould and ovsht fo much 
te More awaken us to our duty. Though the mentioning of blood 
Bay ftartle thoſe that are influenced by their humanity, or natural 
conkcience'3, yet it is pleaſing enough- to the Papiſts, being thereta 
athorized by their Principles,and comman Szntiments, and DoQrines 
of their allowed Authors, whotel} tham, That Hereticys being un- 
der the Popes eurie, may be kilfd by any, yea it is a Religious wark 
to deſtroy them; and that their blood is no more to be regarded, 
than the death or blood of a Dog. This being rooted in their minds, 
when opportunity lerves, their helliſh and blind zzal breaks forth ra 
kilt and deſtroy with all their might : they fay of ſhedding the blood 
of Proteſtants, as David of Goliabs Sword, None like that; 
- But there was::nor only. choice of this courſe from their falſe prin- 
ciples and errors of -miad 4 but the neceſſity of their affairs and un«+ 
dertakings caſt them upowit y.for the more great and dangerous their 
defign was, the more bloody and cruel they muſt have bzen, not only 
for revenge, or out of z:al, but for their own ſecurity ; on which ac- 
count no Friend nor Relation could have been ſpared that in the 
leaſt meaſure Kod in their ways: by them:the King muſt have been 
murdered, all the faithful Proteſtant Nobility they muſt have de- 
ſtroyed z they could not have ſpared, but muſt have flld the Land 
with blood, that they might have filld it with terror ; there was 
nothing elſe could have given them any probable hopes of ſucceſs, or 
I ſecurity to their party. The hazard of their own lives and eſtates 
in the execution of this deſiga, could no way have been eaſed or re- 
moved, but by a liberal ſhedding the blood of others; and if for 
the ſure efcRing their Plot, they had brought in a forraign alliſtance, 
as we miy-reaſonably conchade, | tremble to think what ravening, 
what killing what ſpoil, plundering, and firing, would then have a» 
bounded; If the Engliſh Papiſts out of their inbred-generoſity might 
haye been a little ſparing anJ temperate, the /r;ſh Butchers would 
have ſupplicd that defet; and who ſhould have reſtrained them? 
They have approve | themſelves in Helliſh cruelty; read but the-Hwb 
Rory of the 1riſk- Maflacre, and as in a glaſs. you may ſe how En» 
zland ſhould have ſped. | | 
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Alſo in the execution of: this Plot, their miſcarriages and bad ſyc- 
ceſs in their former attempts upon England, would have -come into 
remembrance to encreaſe the flame of their fury ; they were now 
Teſolved to ſtrike home, to mend their old faults, and do their work 
effeAtually z the encreale of Proteſtant Martyrs ſhould have ſwelled 
to the amazement of future ages; and if ever the Papiſts ſhewed 
their cruelty any where in the world, it would have exceeded here 
m England, becauſe in.no Countrey the light of the Goſpel hath fo 
abounded,and ſuch diſcoveries been made of the abominationsand fil- 
thinels of the Papal Church, as herez no'where ſuch ſcorns and con- 
tempts nave been put upon the Pope and his authority as here the 
repeating of which from year to year hath ingenerated, yea and 
beaped up wrath in the minds of that people, until they were ready 
to, burſt with rage , all which ſhould have been poured forthin this 
execution : Oh how joyfut a' cry to them would it have been, asin 
Paris, kill, deſtroy, cut the throats of theſe Hereticks, thele Dogs that 
are not worthy to live ! How: pleaſant a fight to them would the run- 
ning of the blood: of Proteſtants in the ſtreets: have been ! They that 
did not only fire 'Londen, but could rejoice in, and, as it were, warm 
their hands at the flames thereof, would now with incre content 
have waſhed their hands in the blood of Proteſtants. 

3- Great was their-confidence and expeation of ſucceſs in this 
Plot. There was never any thing contrived by them, in which they 
ſaw a greiter certainty than in this ; they many ways hinted to us 
their aſſurance to carry'on their delign ; The declared expeRations 
and intentions of | Fryars and Monks beyond the Seas in a ſhort time 
ro appear in Englara in their habits ;, the bold Enquiries of many in 
Flanders after the King of England's death, as that which was not 
only dcfigned, tut muſt and ſhould be effeRed ; and not only this, but 
allo here in England we had a Confluence of Pricſts and Jeſuits, French 
and Hriſh Papilts ; the being a Papiſt, or going to Mats, was not now 
tobe hidden, but openly owned, as that which was ſoon to take its 
place, and be uppermoſt in England : All places of Honour or Truit 
in the Lind, were given hy the Popes direction, or authority 4 not a 
Biſhoprick in the three Nations but had its Titular Popiſh Biſhop z 
Eſtates and Dignities were diſpoſed and given, and the Donatces in 
their. own thoughts, and confident <xpeations, in an aftual poſſeſſi- 
on of them : there'was in their eye but a ſtep betwixt them and a full 
poſſ. ſon of them. What meant all this, and much more of the like 
hature that might have been named, but an high aſſurance in this peo- 
ple of the ſuccets of their Plot ? No 
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Nor was all this Confidence of theirs a dream, the effe& of a 

lirium and diſtempered brain; they did not as Mad-men fancy 
things to themſelyes; but conſHering.the form, inſtruments, 

] other circumſtances of this Plot, it ſeemed very rational 

will name but three inſtances of many, inducing them to ;believe 
j conclude a ſucceſs, | 

1, They had a numerous Army, liſted and lurking in the bowels 

the Nation, that were in a readineſs, and waited but for the 

Word; there was no want of arms or any fatal inſtruments for 
ling or burning. Alto this army was to be headed, not by con- 
xmptible perſons, but by the Nobles and principal Gentry in the 
{c, of the Popiſh Religion, that their appearance in arms mighs 

the more attraQive, or ſtrike the greater awe upon the comnyn- 

ople. What-there Abettors ahroad,and promiles of torraign aids 


ere, [| cannot ſay; but we my ſafely guels without wronging them . 


_ accompt the Spaniſh Plot in 88, was not more promiſing 
nn tnis. 

2;.'A ſecond reaſon of' their confidence in this Plot, was the 
niverſal engagements and compliance of the Popiſh party herein, 
x home and abroad. As for thoſe amongſt us, though compared 
th'the Proteſtants in England, are but a fews yet conſider them 
having Eſtates, and in a body alſo with all thoſe Athciſtical per- 
ms whom. money and promiſes may ealily engage 3 I ſay, thus 


nficered, they are no contemptible party, but may appear very 


owerful ; and whatever they are, we have not a family of note, 
ota perſon of eſtate of that party, but was concurring herein. 
ad in -one capacity or other ſhould have given their aſliſtance: 
hey were under a Sacramental obligation to ſecrecy and ſervice z 


| that the communication of. their affairs to their whole party, . 


as neither doubtful nor Wapgerens, And if any ſhall obj:&, that 
am-berein very large in acculing, and very uncharitable in judg- 
s without evidence; 1 Anſwer, that if any .of them were not 
ngaged to ation, nor conſenting herein, why do not they bear 
ir teſtimony againſt the illegality and helliſhneſs of it? where 
the Apology that they or any for them put forch to juſtify their 


Wnocency ? This hath been the common and uſual way for righte- 


us and Innocent perſons falily accuſed, to clear themſelves; and it 


a reaſonable thing: in ſuch a day andeale, that as many- amongſt 


item as had no hand hereingor did not approve it, {ſhould enter their 


teſt againſt, itz, but. we..haye.no-ſuch defence from. any of the 
Popifh 
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Popifh party ;, they arc'all ilent in the bufineſs: which plainly ſpetk; 
the oniverfalrry of their ar or concurrence and approbatic 
tint fo the prearne6 of their combination and ſtrength, which © 
k frronmd reafon of their confidence, F 
© 2, The third inftance and-reafon' of their confidence of ſucceſ; 
which though little in our eye, yet no doubt was great in their 
eye and accompt, i the Popes curſing the Kingdom and peopls 
in England, excepting his own SubjeRs, and thereby expoſing the 
Nation to the Fury:of the Plotters : ro this they give great heed 
for they believe that whom the Pope curſes, they are curſed, and 
made weak and unable to defend themſelves. And allo, as we a 
under this curſe ; fo his Agents and undertakers that were to car 
bn this Plot, were under his bleſſing; they were furniſht wit 
BenediRions, Diſpenfations and Pardons, and a thouſand Mafſe 
celebrated for their profperous ſucceſs. On thefe and the like ac 
compts they were ſo-lifted up, fo preſumptuous and: confident 0 
ſucceſs, that they dared all oppoſition to prevent or hinder them 
they reckoned the day not only a day of Slaughter, but of Triump 
'alfo over the curſed Hereticks. | 

4. Laſtly conſider, That in this Plot none are found .engaged bu 
Papiſtsz either they would not truſt the ſecret of fo horrid a de 
ſign in the boſom of any not of their own Religion; -or int 
height of their preſumption they fcorned that any other þ 
Roman Catholicks ſhould be calkd to affiſt in the work, as bei 
of themſelves ſufficient ; or unwilling that any beſides themelve 
ſhould ſhare in the glory of fo Pious a work. No, the Flot i 
theirs, and theirs only. It hath been a common device of th 


-- Devil to caſt the Inſamy of vile and baſe ations upon the Chriſt 


ans, though a&ed by Heathens z but herein either his policy faile 
him, or his confidence deceived him ; for no hand but of Papiſts 
found to be in this Plot 3 no not 'any other, not ſo much asby 


teerer whifper accuſed abour it. It's well it is their own,it fuits the 
eſt ; and let the infamy and repreach, yea let the guilt and puniſh 


ment of it be theirs for ever, 
Now upon the ſerious confideration of theſe or the like ci 


cunmfſtances, the foowmg inferences will clearly rife, and may t 


profitably colleed. 
"* 4. That as there is a God, fo there is a providence of Gi 
ordering and direfting all concerns and events in the world; n 


only. the effeAts of nature- in inferior creatures, whole in 
only - 


properties, diſpoſitions, and inclinations, are at his diſpoſe and-com- 
mand, to a& either according to, -or contrary to the law of their 
nature, for. the fulfilling of his ſecret will-and purpoſe, or of his 
revealed will in the threatnings or promiſes of his word : fo Pſalm. 
148. 8, Fire, hail, ſnow and vapour : ſtormy wind, fulfilling his 
word. 

- But alſo, 'in the elicite and voluntary aRts of his rational crea- 
tures, God hath the whole rule and government'; For as- Gods 
providence upholdeth the being of man, and of all his faculties fo 
it guideth all the affairs of man, not-by permiſſion of man, but' by 
the foveraignty of God, yet without the leaſt depriving man of 
his liberty 1n aQing 3 for though man a&ts neceſſarily in reſpec of 
Gods eternal purpoſe which muſt come to paſs, yet he aQs freely 
and without conſtraint from God 3 for even the very inclinations 
and motions of mans will is alſo in the Lords hand, whereby it 
comes to pals that'man truly and freely a&s and does his own will 
even when-he neceſſarily and unavoidably fulfilleth Gods purpoſe 
{o that in regard of the remote cauſe which is Gods unchangeable 
purpoſe fulfilled by his ordering providence, we ſay that God did 
this or that, becauſe it is but what God willed to be done; but 
-in reſpe& of the immediate cauſe or means, we ſay this or that thin 
or perſon did it, which is far from excluding the firſt cauſe _ 
providence of God, if rightly underſtood 3 For the ſecond cauſe 
even of voluntary agents,does wholly depend upon the government, 
dir«Rion,and aſſiſtance of the firſt cauſe, Fer.10 23. 0 Lord, I kriow 
that the way of man is not in himſelf : it is not in man that walketh, to 
<dirett bis 5teps. He muſt have ſome guide or Governour to dire&t him 
in,and to his proper work and proper end; therefore whatſoever he 
do, be it- good or evil, the Lords hand of providence is in it; there 
was nothing in the horrid a& of the Fews betraying and crucifying 
:'of Chriſt, but what was according to the ſecret will and purpoſe 
-of God; the Combination of Few and Gentle againſt the Lord 
Chrift- was but, (Atts 14.28.) for to do whatſoever his hand and 
councel determined before to be done; Not that: God hath been 
ever, Or is, Or can be in the leaſt concurring to fin, in regard of 


-its obliquity 3 'though in regard of an koly and wiſe end, hewills 


the exiſtence and being of 'ſin ; for God would never have ſuffered 
fin in the world, had he not foreſeen and willed a greater good to 


, come out.of it z thus by the fall of man, which was not without 


the: providence of God, nor was it any thing but what God had 
I from 
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from eternity determined ſhould be in time, came the glad tiding 
of Salvation by Chriſt into the world y ſo alfo in the great con of. 
fons which. mans pride and corruption brings upon'the affairs of 
the world, lie hidden under a beautiful order of Juſtice and Good- 
neſs, which God hath willed ſhould be thereby glorified. 

Nor can it hence ariſe or be inferred that God is the Author of 
fin; For though God doth as a Supreme Cauſe and Principle of 
nature concur with, and afiſt the will even in evil ations, without 
which no evil ationcan be cffeRted; yet God hath no ſhare or hand 
in the iniquity of the ation z3 For God and nature never effe&t any 
thing but what is good, for the ſin of the ation proceed, and flow, 
from another principle z Namely, the corruption and obliquity of 
mans nature, which as the immediate caulc gives the faultineſs to 
vicious ations 3 ſo that the good which is in the world as it was 
foreſeen and from eternity fore-appointed of God, fo in time God 
by his aRive providence, in and by ordained inftruments, means, and 
ways,producesit : But the wicked and evil things in the world, God 
hath foreordained their being for his own glory, and his provi- 
dence concurreth with, and produceth them by way of Operative 
permiſſion; that is, the Lord withdrawing his grace from men, 
and leaving them to their own luſts, he ordering all concurring- 
objefts and circumſtances which mans corruption readily mil- 
improveth to a bad end,' and concurring with and affiſting the na- 
tural principle of the ation, the ſin is acted and produced, which 
action as to & remote caule in re{pe& of his.eternal pucpole, and 
providence in time) is alcribed to God,and the Lord is laid to do it; 
thus the Scripture {peaks libcrally, Gen. 45.8. Vet you ſent me 
hither, but God, Allo God is faid to harden the heart of Fharoah, 
and. Pal. io5. 25, Re turned the minds of the Egyptiars, that 
they hated his people. Ail thelr, and the like inſtances muſt be 
underſtood in re{pe&t of Gods will and purpolec before time 4 and 
allo, of his operative permiſhve providence in time, ſuffering the 
fin, and aftively concurring with and:producing the natural pre- 
text of the attion: which is good, as #45 the work of God and 
Nature. TR | 

And as God -luffers fin to be in the-World,: either as a judgment 
or occalion 'of -mercy ; ſo his providence ſets bounds and limits to 
the principle, and alſo to the ating of fin in the world; - as his provi- 
dence bounds the Great and raging Otean, faying to it, 'Hitherto 
ſhalt thou go and as farther ; ſo the great and wonderful provi- 

dence 


* 
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dence of God, limiteth and boundeth the lyſts, and evil ways of 
man, fo that' though he ſeem to do what he will, yet he doth 
nothing but what God hath appointed, and in his providence or - 
dereth him to do; Prov. 16, 9. &4 mans heart dewſeth bis way : 
but the Lord direteth his fleps. Whatever his thoughts and countcls 
are, they ate under Gods ordering-providence, and when he comes 
to the'eKtcution, he can do nothing but by leave and divine con- 
currence 5, if God froyrns upon him, or withdraw his concurrence, 
his Chariot wheels foon go off, and he is at a ſtand in the midſt 
of his work, or ſuffers an unexpeed or unthought-of diverſion 
to ſome other unintended Ifſue, fo P/al. 76. 10. Surely the wrath 
of man ſball praiſe thee : the remainder of wrath ſhalt thou re- 

rain, 
F I ſay, the Ciſcovery of this helliſh Plot of the Papiſts, with the 
peneral workings of Antichriſt in the world, is a viſible demon- 
Aration of a providence of God, that governeth all the affairs of 
men the great Monaxchies that fill'd the earth in their time with 
their greatneſs, the Aſſyrian, Perſian, Grecias, and the R oman- 
Monarchies, yea even as this laſt ſfubliſteth in, and-is lengthned out 
by the Papal-Monarchy, are all by the providence of God. The 
Lord railed them to their greatneſs, continued them their ap- 

ointed time ; and when their night or time of diſappearing came, 
he diſpatcht three of them out of the earth.z and as he had a hook 
in theirs, 1o allo ke hath in the noſtrils of this Papal beaſt z what- 
ever his wrath againſt the true Lamb and his. followers be, yet it 
is limited by the Lords providence, ſo as he cannot do what he 
would do. Thc 1.601 | a3 7 

' Not is this an empty ſpeculation, but.a_truth of great: uſe, to 
oblige the true ſervants of Chriſt $0 paticace and quiet ſubmiſſion 
in an evil and ſuffering day, 1ceing there js no evil of Perſecution 
br (offering for the ſake of the Goſpel but by. the providence of God, 
who is alto through Chriſt their Fatherg .T hes our. dear Saviour 
encottaged himfelt to patience, and ſubmiGGion..in the: time of his 
Wiffeting, Fob. 18.11, The cup which my Father hath given me, (bail 
I not drink, it 2 $0 allo it is}a point; of great camfetr, not only to 
the Ctiufch of God incompaſſcd with {@ many oppofitions, fo fild 
with the impreſſions and devices of Antichriſt, but even to all 
mankind z yea even the whole creation is hence refreſhed : for 
conſidering the egorruption of fallen many. in its diverſe: branches 
of ptide, ſelf love, uorightcouſnels, .comity againſt God, the 

| | l 2 Original 


62 


original good,with a continual propenſity to evil, What peace ? what 
order, ſecurity or ſubfiſtence could there be in the worlG,vere there 
not a Previdence of God,pguiding all things to their proper cn1, boun- 
ding, limiting and reſtraining the wickedneſs of man? P/al 79. 1. The 
Lord reigneth, let the earth be glad. 1f there were not a providential 
Kingdom of God, the Kingdoms of men, yea of the whole world, 
would ſoon be confounded. 

2. As there is a Providence. of God, fo it is the duty of all man- 
kind to give to God the glory and honour ol his providence,efpecially 
they that know God, and conſider the works of his hands are herein 
concern'd ; the great effets of Gods Power, Wiſdom and Good: 
neſs that appear amongſt us,ſhould greatly engage our hearts to adore 
God in his Providence, Oh by how many wonderful a&s of Provi- 
dence here in England hath God aſſerted his Being, Wiſdom, Good- 
neſs and Strength,which loudly call upon vs to exalt the name of God, 
When Fethro had an account from Moſes, of Tſrael's deliverance out 
of Egypt, with all its circumſtances, ſee” how it enlarged his heart 
to worſhip God, Exod. 18: 11. Now-F know-that the Lord i preater 
than all gods, for in the thing wherein they dealt proudly, he was above 
them. And have we'not an an{werable cauſe here in England, thus, to 
ſpeak & think to Gods glory?For wherein the Papr#s were ſo ſtrong, 
ſecret, and confident, he was above them 3 he whoſe preſence Glleth 
the whole Earth, from whom nothing can be hid, . was preſent with 
theſe helliſh Plotters at Rome,in' Flanders,and in England, beheld all 
their moſt ſecrer and ſerpentine windings, turnings and hidings ;, and 
while: they cried peace and ſucceſs to their deſigns, of a ſudden 
brought to light their works of darkneſs, took off their Chariot- 
wheels, caſt the plotters into their own pit, made them to periſh by 
their own devices,xs he brought Zaman to die upon his own Gallows, 
Well may we ſay as the P/almi/t, Plal. 106.8. He ſaved wy for bk 
Names ſake,that he might make hi power to be known amongſt ws, And 
does not the Lord who is holy, and intendeth his glory. in and by all 
his. works; expect that we in this Land eſpecially, ſhould in an a&ive 
way glorifie God that hath ſaved us in ſome meaſure? Surely we 
ſhould ſay,as Pſl. 62. 11, Once God ſpake, twice have I heard it, That 
power belongs to God. Certainly, if ever people had cauſe to make a 
thankful record of Gods merciful providence to them, this Nation of 
England hath; that the Lord ſhould in due time put forth his ſaving 
armand reſcue us, when 'the ſword of theſe bloody. Papiſts was 
half drawn, their arrows vpon the ſtring, and-the Nation in a ſleepy 
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ſeeurity, and fitted for ſlaughter: Oh how ſhould this whole people, 
eſpecially the ſincere lovers of the Goſpel, befpeak them(:lves and 0- 
thers in the words of P/al. 107. 14,15. He brought them out of dark: 
neſ« and the ſhadow of death, and bra'e their bands 51 ſunder. Oh that 
nex would praiſe the Lrd for his goodneſs, and for his wonderſul afts to 
the children of men. 

3 Infer. In the third place we may infer, That it is the duty and 
concern of a people that are come out of this myſtical Babylon, the 
Papal Church, which is nothing but the ſeat of Antichrift, to truft in 
God, to commit themiclves and cauſe to him that feeth, that looks 
after them, in bearing their teſtimony ;, for as the Devil fhall never 
be able to pluck out of Chriſts'hand thoſe which the Father hath 
committed to his care and keeping, fo nor ſhall Antichriſt his ſubſti- 
tute prevail againſt thoſe that have the mark and ſeal of Chriſt on 
their forcheads; he ſhall not prevail againft their profcſſivn and teſti- 
I nooy, no nor againſt their outward ſafety and peace,while they lean 
Jupon the Lord in righteouſneſs and in truth 5 when the floods of the 
J Papal See lift up thetr voice and roar, yet the propheſying and pure 
IChurch of Chriſt is out of their reach, they ſhall not overflow her, 
I've have a ſignal deliverance begun in the Nation, in the Alſufficiency 
Jof Chriſt our Head we may ſee its perfeRion; yea far greater ones in 
tore for a believing people that truſt in his name, and put themſelves 
inder the ſhadow-of his wing. Let us then fo conſider God in his 
works and ways of falvation, as to raiſe up an holy confidencein our 
hearts to bear a more full and faithful teſtimony againſt this myſtical 
babylon, the PapalChurch,& againſt all its abominations;their policies 
refooliſhneſs, &rheir combin*dtrength but weakneſs before theLord; 
k us then take hold of his Covenant and Promiſes, and improve the 
tonſideration-of what he hath done for us, upon our ſpirits, fo as we 
tay be able to fay as David,in Pſat. 27. r, 2, 3. The Lord is my light 
ud my ſalvation, whom ſhall I fear *The Lord « the ſtrength of my life, 

whom ſhall I be afraid ? when the wicked,even mine enemies, and my 
es came upon me to eat up my fleſh, they ſtumbled and fell. Though au 
t ſhould encamp againſt me my heart ſhall not feay, though war Thonld 
ſe againſt me, in ibis will I be confident. Yea, let us with an holy con- 
lence and reliance upon God, reprove theſe bloody and inſulting 
apiſts, as Hannah did her enemy, 1 Sam. 2. ;, Talk no more ſo ex- 
eding proudly , let not arrogance come out of your mouth ; for 
is a God of knowledg,' by him ations are weighed. Let us not, 
artheir fear, nor be afraid of them to a forgetting the Lord _ 
at 
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bath a hook in the noſtrils of that great Leviathan the Pope, and can 


wring the prey out of his mouth at his pleaſure. 

This ſurely is the way of 1/raels ſafety, namely, to make the Lord 
alone their refuge: ſome put their truſt in chariots, and ſome in horſes, 
that is, relye upon worldly wiſdom, power and ftrengthyfor ſecurity; 
this is the way of the Papal Monarchy,Antichriſt is founded upon,and 
ſtands by carnal powers and policies which are fleſhly and deviliſh;but 
the true Church of Chriſt is built upon the rock of ages, upon which 
they that righteouſly lean and reſt ſhall never be confounded, 

4. A fourth Inference is, That they are no better than enemies ts 
the intereſt of the Goſpel, and to the Kingdom of England, under 
its Proteſtant circumſtances and relations, that can, and do flatter, 
fawn upon, and in a fort creep to this Idolatrous and abominable 
Church of Rome ;, that hold correſpondence with its bloody taors, 
under ſome plauſible pretencesz that can complement with that 
Church, as if they were unwilling to loſe its favour , or would give 
them hopes to return again to her;ztheſe make the difference betwixt 
Rome and us in England (o tmall,that a little condefcenſion and yield- 
ing on either part, might again unite us, 

Of this ſort are they, that out of ſeeming zeal for eſtabliſht modes 
of worſhip and ceremonies,do fo far condemn and outrage diſſenting 
Proteſtants, though not a little ſerviceable againſt the Popiſh inte- 
reſt, yea equally with, if not more than themſelves; though the dif- 
ſenting Proteſtants be found in the faith, ſober, peaceable and loyalin 
their behaviour, yet thcy arc {o far exploded and rejeRed, that in 
reſpe& of thele,the Papsſts are by them {aid to be far more allowabk 
and defirable. And leaſt I ſhould be thought fallely to. refle& upon 

any, I will tranſcribe one paſſage out of a late Book, in the Prelace 
to Biſhop Bramball*s Vindication, wherein ſaith the Author, © Pope 
&« Urban the Eighth defired ſome Engliſh Gentlemen to affure their 
« Countrymen,that he was aman as much as themlelves, And had he 
& ſaid a better Chriſtian than the Puritans,l ſhould not haye troubled 
« my {elfto contradict his Intallibility ; for 1- think, thers..to be the 
« worſt people of all mankind,a $:& that wilt agree wich yoo in the 
&« fundamentals of Religion, but will take miff and deſroy all for a 
&« triffe;zand rather thanſubmit to an innocent ceremony, though in- 

oſed by lawful znthority,will ruin Kingdoms, murder Biſhops, re- 
« hell againſt their Soveraign, baniſh Queens, declare them: Traytors 
«mpriſon and depyle their King,and make way as plain as can be for 
& their murther, As for the, Roman Catholicks I muſt; have a gr 
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Kindneſs for them than the former Firebrands,as being an adverſary 
«more learned,and fo to be expeRed more civil and gentlezand where- 
od FF & in they differ from vs,they look upon as fundamental, and ſo have a 
ſes, © ® greater reaſon for their diſſent than our fanatical Presbyterians,&c. 
ity; & With much more tuff of this nature which his foul mouth*d pen 
,and FF hath dropt out. This is one of thole that dare not call the Papal Rare 
zbut FF Antichriftian, that can kiſs the Popes Toe five hundred miles oft ; 
hich Y and what is the meaning of this, but in a ſly way to juſtifie the Papiſts, 
and commend Popery to the Nation by diſgracing and reproaching 
s to I the Proteſtant difſenters ? he ſtrikes theſe on the face, that he may the 
nder & more ſecuredly kiis the Pope 3 he would drive theſe out of England, 
iter, Y that the Pope might be taken in; furely he juftles with the Puritans, 
able F to make room for the Papsſts; he renders them dangerous and unluf- 
tors, F ferable,that theſe may be well thought of and imbraced z let the 1pi- 
that F ries of ſuch men be well conſidered, and they will be found Antichri- 
ge &f flian, and that their faces are towards Rome ; that they are no friends, 
wixt F& pyr enemics to the intereſt of the Goſpel, and to the welfare of King 
eld- & :nd Kingdom. t 
5. A fifth Inference is, That there is an abſolute neceſſity of uni- 
0es ting all Proteſtant parties and. intereſts in England, that all ſhould 
ung &f hay afide their animoſities and fends, and agree together as with one 
nc & hand'to refift the Popiſh intereſt; the law of Nature obligeth man to 
Gif preſerve himſelf, and next himfelf thoſe of his own kind, Hence it 
alin Y;.. that if two perſons be fighting with each other with great fury, 
tif yetif a Lion come, or one that is equally an eneiny-to the lives of 
ab both, they will ceaſc their fighting and join togettierzegainſt the Lion 
101 For common enemy 3 whatever our heats and controverſies have been 
lace F. out greater of leſſer things, yet now that the Popes Bulls roar a- 
Pope paint us, and indifferently threaten the ruin of the lives and eſtates 
of all parties in England, that are not, or reſolve not to be Popith ; 
d he & mmmon prudence and profeſſion ſhould engage us to ceale all proſe- 
bled cion of each other, and ſtudy and ſeek peace and accomodation ; - 
« ef; ts the Papit/'hoaft of an Union amongſt themſelves, which y' 
teen: as their (irength in a great meaſure, ſo they ſpy upon our dif- 
or a enibn and brezches, which they themſelves have promoted, and do 
10" Y fill carry on, not doubting of a great advantage thereby, for the 
» 1 Y feting their deſign. Is it not time to look after and contend for 
0 the DoQrins and Subſtantials/in Religion, which lye at the ſtake, and 
ire in danger to be ſubverted ; and to give allowance to each other | 
alt Y; 2nd about modes/of worſhip and circumſtantial thing? Will our fo 
muc 
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* much contended-for forms and circumſtances of Worſhip defend vs 


againſt Popery ?' Are the Ceremonies of the Papal Church, with their 


- unanimous obſervance of them, their trength? Nay they have been 


thereby weakned, for our Proteſtant Writers have alligned the intol. 
lerable number of Ceremonies in that Church to be one ſufficient 
realon tor our ſeparating from them. Suppole there were none amon 

us diſierting from the way of the Church of England, would this 
have made void the devices of the Papriſts againſt us ; could they haye 
done us no harm? If any aſſert it, the reaſon thereof is tecret and 
hidden,cannot be ſeen but by thole that are {0 ſharp ſighted in lpying 
upon thoſe that differ in ſmall matters from them 3 but how weak 
and vain ſoever this pretence is, yet it is ſtifly urged by ſome to the 
ſtirring up of trouble againſt their Proteſtant brethren, who out of 
conſcience only, ſtand off from complying ; wherein, though they 
have been harrslſed, fined, and impritoned, yet have approved them- 


ſelves loyal, and no way guilty of mutinous and rebellious praiſes 


or-defigns. And what ſpirit ſhall we think ſuch of, who can find no 
eafie place to fit on, but their brethrens conſciences? Is it a Goſpel 


- and Chriſtian temper to be ſhooting fiery arrows againſt each other, 


when the Papiſts have fire-balls in readinels to caſt at all of us? while 
the Popes Cannons roar againſt us, for us to be firing Eccleliaſtick 
Canons to the diſquieting and weakning of our ſelves ?- yea for any, 
even to pull the Nation about their ears, not regarding their own 
in the common approaching ruin, it they can but avenge themſelves 
upon the poor diſſenters? Alas theſe ſeek not,nor deſign the honours, 
preferments, nor riches of the day, the heighth of their deſign is but 
liberty to ſerve God according to their conlciences; to live in peace 
in all godlineſs and honeſty ; yet theſe are hunted as the only dan- 
*gerous people. Shall or can we account men of this fiery perſecuting 
«{pirit,friends to the Kingdom or Religion, that are ſo unpeaceable, 
and that in ſuch a day as this is ? and Oh when will this evil rage (for 
:zeal I may not call it) which reacheth Heaven, be-extinguiſht and 
-quencht?there is nothing does more ſadly foretel the ruin of theKing- 
dom, and its being captivated to the- Papal See, than this fiercenels 


- and implacableneſs of men that will admit of no accommodation ; 


that look upon difſenting Proteſtants as //rael upon Amalek, doomed 
to be rooted out from the face of the earth, and fo peace is never to 
be made with them' And is not he a fool in our 1ſrae/?does he under- 
"ſtand true Religion?: or can he be a friend toit, that will ſay he had 
rather be a Papifi.than a Prezbyterian? Surely if God will do us good 
by 


* 
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by this diſpenſation he will bring us to-a better temper, to be mor® 
bearing to, and forbearing each other wherein we differ, withou* 
which we cannot avoid being a ſpoil to the Papiſts, 1 canno*© 
without grief and ditdain look upon what hath dropt from th 
Pens of ſome amongſt us that would be called Proteſtants, in re” 
proaching and reviling thoſe that diſſeac from their torms and 
modes ot Worſhip, wherein they ſhew themſelves the favourers 
and furtherers of Schiſm, the makers of rents and breaches, to the 
weakning of the Kingdom. Thus an emiacnt perſon for Learning 
amongſt us (whole Name I forbear) in a Buok of his, calls the 
Direttory the great eAbomination that makes deſolate, foretold by 
Danel the Prophet; 1o in a Book written by * one 
that ſhould have been a man of peace, and no ſtrizer, * Bramball. 
in the beginning of it he labours to prove that the 
ſpirit of the Calviniſtical Puritans is the Antichriſt toretold in the 
Scriptures to come into the world. T his is the fame ſpirit that 
put Dr. Peter Heylin into ſuch a rage yy the Puritans, as to 
lay that the Bartholomew-Butchery or {laughter in France in the 
year 15-2, ſhould not only not be regiſtred amongſt the ſmall 
faults of the Romaniſts, but allo accounted one of their brave and 
laudable enterpriſes and atchievements. Allo in a large Volume,as 
I find him quoted, he affirms that-Calvin was as another eAdam, 
who brought into the world all manner of fins and wickedneſsz 
and above all, the DoQrine and Principle of rebelling againſt Rings, 
was certainly firſt ſtarted and taught by him. What could the 
deſign of theſe men be in ſpeaking thus ( ſurely againſt their own 
Contciences) but to a& revenge and malice upon thoſe that are 
upon the ſame foundation with themſclves, wherein they fought 
not Truth, but Infamy z theſe and the like,are proteſters,not againſt 
the Papiſts, whom upon all occaſions they ule with great tender- 
neſs and civility, but againſt their Proteſtant Brethren, againſt 
whom they ſpend their whole ſtrength 3 certainly, ſuch as theſe 
have cauſe to be aſhamed of this ſpirit and way of dealing with 
their Brethren, and feck rather thole things which make for peace z 
and Oh that yet at laſt this rage and bitternels may be laid by, 
that love and kindneſs may be mutually ſhewn, that the outward 
Kingdom of Chriſt which is only Miniſtcrial,may be tet up amongſt 
us. I do not preſume to offer an Jrenicum to the Nation, but only 


intend alittle by ——— to improve the dilpenſations - 
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the time to unity-and peace, without which we can'never ſtand and 
keep our grou againſt the Papiſts, 

6. A (ixth Inference is, That we in England are this day under a 
loud call of Gods Providence, to humble our ſelves before the Lord ; 
it is not the Papiſts combined powers or policies that can- ſubvert 
us; no, it is our fins only that cen ruinvus;. the cry of &theiſm, of 
unpuniſht Murthers, of bodily uncleannets, of prophaning Sabbaths, 
of Oaths, with a general unfruitfulneſs under the Goſpel and mcans 
of grace, and impenitency in all thele, makes a dreadful cry in 
the ears of God againſt England, to which the curſes and -threat- 
nings of the Papiſts in our cars are as nothing z ſo that if the-Papiſts 
ſhonld prevail, and Popery through the righteous judgment of 
God upon the Land, ſhould once again enter England, we mult lay 
our fins hath done it, and procured it; it is not becauſe Popery is 
better in the ſight.of God, as they pretend: Aſſyrian Babylon might 
as well have exalted her Idolatry above the true-worſhip of- God, 
becauſe ſhe ſubdued Iſrael, and led them into captivity ; noy if ſuch 

change ſhould come, it is becauſe our fins-are greater than theirs; 
As it was ſaid when the French King and many of his Nobles were 
taken Priſoners, and brought into England, arr inſulting Engliſh 
Courtier, asked the French men, When they ſhould ſee ſuch Engliſh 
Captiyes in Fraxce? A French Nobleman ſoberly and wiſely anſwered 
him, When your fins in England exceed ours in France, then you 
may be Priſoners to vs, as we are now to you ; lv we may fay in 
regard of the Papiſts, and of Popery. 

- So that the only way of ſafety and ſecurity apainſt them, is to-hum- 
ble our ſelves, to caſt away our ſins, to put from vs our Immoralities 
and Debaucheries of life:z and alſo our uncharitableneſs to, and evil 
uſage, and vexing of each other; to break off- our ſins by repen- 
tance, and righteouſneſs, and our iniquities by ({Hewing merey.; that 
_ if it may be, there may be a lengthning of our tranquillity: 'Let-vs 

ot ſo much rejoyce in this fall of the Papiſts, as mourn that we 
ſhould provoke the Lord fo far, as to ſuffer them to deviſe ſuch mil- 
chiefs againſt us: Conſider the bloodineſs and/unrighteouſneſs of their 
deſign, and it is theirs z but if we conſider our own fins, we-muſt 
call it the Lords device againſt England, which we can no WAY a» 
void, but by numbing our ſelves: Gotl ſpeaks this day to us, as by 
| his Prophet to Iſrael of old, Fer. 1811,” Behold I frame evil againſt 
you, and deviſe a device againſt you; Turn ye now every- one from: his 
el 
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evil way, and make your ways and your doings good : This is the 
ſure and effeual way to ſecure England, without which we can- 
not proſper, but ſhall fall before our enemies. Thus Rehoveam 
turned away impending and appearing wrath, 2 Chron. 12, 12, 
While he kiwnbled liimſelf,, the wrath of the Lord turned from hum, 
that he would not deſtroy him altogether : alſo in Judah things went 
well, '- 

7- A teventh Inference is, That this Proteſtant Nation of Er+ 
gland is greatly concerned for the prefervation of its Government, 
and continuarce of the Goſpcl, to keep a conſtant and watchful 
eye upon the deligns and motions of the Papiſts: thele havea for- 
raign Cependance, a forraign Soveraign and Lawgiver, to whom 
they give due obedience anc] ſubjetion, Which are all inconſiſtent 
with the government and ſafety of England. No man can ſerve two 
Maſters, nor caa any be equally true and loyal to two earthly Do- 
minions z the aſſerting the Popes' Supremacy, denies the Kings : 
How can Paprſis that bear Allegiance to the Roman See, be true 
to the Kings Soveraignty and Government, which excludes all for- 
raign Juriidition and Authority ? to be of the Church of 
Rome, but not of the Court of Rome, is a futilous diſtinfion, 'a fig- 
leaf, not ſufficient to cover a Papal deceit z though they may pre- 
tend, and boaſt of Loyalty to the King, yet it is with a ſslvo to 
their Rowiſh Allegiance, or fo far only as the Pope owns him to be 
aKing; nay, all their friendſhip and ſubje&ion-to the'Governmegt 
under which they live, is tempered and made fubſervient to the 
ſervice of their Church, which is always ſuperior to any other in- 
tereſt: Therefore that Proteſtant Government which wilt ſecure 
its ſelf againſt the devices of thefe Papal Dependants and Subvjets, 
.muſt-gain it, not by any Oaths, Vows, or Teſts, which can never 
bind them, but by its own diligence and circumſpeRion, by an un- 
wearied watchiulneſs and endleſs jealouſie byer them, wherein 
they have no reaſon to think therhſelves wronged, or hardly uſed, 
Aeeing they are not capable of giving any reaſonable or competent 
- keurity {or their loyalty and faithfulnefs'; and it will ever be found 
the Intereſt of a Proteſtant Prince to anfwer their unrighteous 
principles, with a righteous jealouſie and diftruſt, and to give them 
.no credit in matters-of governinent,'or trifſt,--or)apoine of loy- 
alty, that will keep no'faith with ##erengks. 
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8. The laſt Inference I ſhall make from the preceding diſcour:; 
is, That a neceſſity is continually incumbent upon Proteſtanrs to 
pray much; by Prayer to recommend and commit the caſe and ſtate 
of Gods Church, with the Intereſt of the Goſpel, to his care, pro- 
teftion, and keeping z for Satan, the grand Apoſtate, does by his In- 
ſtruments here on earth, eſpecially by Papal Antichriſt. to this day 
make war with the remnant of the ſeed, that are faithful ro Chrift 
and to his teſtimony, who will cleave to his laws and inſtitutions, 
and will not worſhip the beaſt, nor receive his mark nor name up- 
on them. Now, in this caſe, what remedy, help, or proteQion 
can the little flock of faithful Proteſtants have? or where can they 
find it, but under the Wing of Chriſt their Head ? The worldly 
powers of the earth will not, cannot help it, it isin vain to look 
to any earthly greatneſs : Antichriſt hath Ingroſt all of that nature 
to ſuch- a degree and meaſure, that what is left out unimpropriated 
to his uſe, can give no probable or ſufficient ſecurity z No, when 
all -is tryed, Prayer will be found to be the beſt-and moſt effeRive 
apon-and remedy in this caſe. Therefore, 
| 1-- Pray for the King, whom God hath ſet over us, that the 
Lord may keep and preſerve his Royal Perſon from their evil and 
violent attempts; that God will open-his eyes more fully to diſcern 
the-deviees for, and encroachments of Popery-upon England; that 
God will fill him with a love to the Truth, and eſtabliſh him in the 
Proteſtant Religion, 

2: Pray that the Throne may be ever - bleſt- with a Proteſtant 
Prince, ox Governour. 

3. Pray that all*in Authority may faithfully ſet themſelves to 
oppole the politick and powerful attempts of Papsſts to introduce 
Popery-, alfo to favour, and what in them lye to further the preach- 
ing.and continuance of the Goſpel in this Land. 


4. Pray that the Lord may raiſe us a faithful witneſſing Mini. 


try for the ſervice of the Goſpel, that Antichriſt and his falle Foun- 


dations, Do&trines, and Worthips, may be fully diſcovered, and by. 


Scripture-evidence may be clearly convitted ;z that light -may ſhine 
forth-in-Ezglasd by the Miniſtry of the Word z and that to ſuch a 
degree, for the diſcovery and knowledg of the Goſpel, that the 
fmoak whichaſcended out of the bottomleſs-pit, that is, the dark- 
neſs, lying wonders, falſe Do&eines, and Idolatries of the.Church of 
Rowe, way not only be. diſcovered to, but may allo in __ 
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nd judgment be anſwerably hared and ſcorned by this people: 
A debaucht and ignorant Clergy will at length be found. to 
be a prodigious judgment and calamity to this Nation ; for when 
the people have the debaucheries and blindneſs of their Teacher 
in example, it is a powerful encouragement and inlet to a vicious 
life, which doth naturally render Government difficult, tireſome, 
and in time weak and feeble, and not able to attain its end : 
Alſo it doth ſecretly cauſe the people, who generally walk b 
ſight, to loath that Religion which is delivered to them by ſuc 


foul hands, and renders them ready to cloſe with a Religion 


and Worſhip though dod@rinally falſe, of which they are not fo 
well able to judg, that ſhall be ſerved by Prieſts of a greater 
ſeeming and outſide Sanity, which they profeſs. Nay a vicious 


Clergy will be the firſt that ſhall welcome Popery,.and perſwade- | 


the people to ſubmit to it,and receive it as an Innocent and neceſſary 
thing. 

Alſo, what ſurer boundary can we have againſt: Popery here in 
England , than knowledg and underſtanding in the Scriptures, 
which is of Gods own making and appointing ; for if ſevere Laws, 
Proteſtant and watchful Governours, ſhall be and are neceſſary 


for the preventing the Plots, Confpiracies, and Tregſons of Papiſts, - 


and for the promotion of the civil intereſt of the Nation: ſo will a 
plentiful meaſure of knowledge and underſtanding in religion laid 
into the minds of people, be _ yea far more neceſſary for 
the excluſion of Popery, becauſe the 

wholly upon the execution, and are always according to the 


in which they are that uſe them z therefore can never be a ſufficient 
kcurity againſt Popery. But ſound knowledg and underſtanding - 
in Religion, do perfe&ly exclude it; nor will Popery be willing to- 


ſhew its ſelf -in a land where the people are ſo enlightned; a people 
of underſtanding and knowledg in the Scriptures may by the Papiſts 
be ſacrificed and made Martyrs, but can never be drawn to receive 
and approve that which in their conſcience and judgment they abhor 
nd condemn. | 

Pray therefore that able, faithful, and Proteſtant Teachers-may 
never ceaſe out of this Land ; that we may cyer be furniſht with 
tuch to ſtandin the gap againſt Popery. .. 


goodneſs. of Laws _ | 
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5. Pray for the-rnin and downfal of -Papal Antichrift, 'as that 
which God hath curſed, and therefore muſt- fall z as that which is 
deftruQive to the liberty, peace, and Proteſtant Religion in. Englazd, 
and therefore ſhould be here kept out and caſt out as an abomimable 
thing z and though:we he. perfwaded that the Roman Church-1s. a 
Whore, and hated of Chriſt, and that the:Lord will indue time 
deſtroy it out'of the earth; yet for this we ſhould pray, that God 
may have the glory. inchis day ; Gods diſcovered purpoles, are no 
reaſon for our negle& 'of, but rather an incouragement to prayer 
in thoſe caſes; though God hath declared that he will deſtroy 
niyſtical Beby/on, yettor this he will be enquired: of by his faithful 
fervants. | 
 'We krowland believe'that God; to whom vengeance belongeth, 
hathrever his: eye wp6n, and will  cettainly require and avenge the 
blood: of his faichfuli ſervants and. witneffes, who..did 'not 'tollow 
their own humors and imaginations, but ſtrialy adhered to the 
pure word of God, yeaand madew oftſſion thereof, which is call'd 
their Teſtimony, for which they were cruelly deſtroyed by the 
firſt beaſt or Heathen Rane; and thatrheir blood thus ſhed was not 
+ like the blood of beaſts, nor like warerpiltupon the.ground, which 
ndne regardethg; dut their blood” was precious in the'fight of God, 
it ſends up'a loud and :comtirual cry; like the blood-of eLbel that 
_ for -vengeance; which clearly. intimates ito us that there is 
a day of' venpeance to 'coare upon the earth, for the- cruelties aRed 
by- Antichriſtiay Rome, :eighert in its firſt or ſecond} form upon the 
wieneſſes of Chriſt; - and this vengeance ' ſhall-be uſhered in-and 
brought forth by che »ery- of the fam, and by the concurrent 
prayers of -the living Saincs'in al apes; this was diſcovered to'Fohy, 
Rev. 6.-9, 1. ſaw wnder thetaltar the Souls of them that were ſlam for 
dhe word of God, \und' for the Teſtimony which rhey held, This ell 
osfirft, -what rhe oaule was for! which-the Chriſtians were'Martyred 
and Slain by Heathen Rome, it was nor forfRebellons, 'Wirchcrafts, 
Murderiwe of !iEmperwursy: Rings vr 'Governours';. bur for the 
word of God, that is, for owning this word to be-'the ſtundatd 
and rule of their faith and life, and not the edias and commands 
of their Emperours 3-accordingly they were hated for a Scripruril 
righteouſneſs and ſanQity of life; alſo they hore a tefſtiaiony-again 
their Idolatry and falſe Gods, profeſſing faith in Chriſt the true 
God, and only Mediator; For this they were deſtroyed with all 
manner 
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manner of cruelties, Secondly, here is their ſtate' and condition 
after death; Their Souls were under the altar, which is not to 
be. underſtood literally, but ſpiritually, that is to ſxy, they were 
nigh to Chriſt: though removed or caſt out of the earth, yet 
they are not caſt out of Chriſts ſight; for the altar was a type of 
Chriſts preſence on earth. So that though long ſince ſlain, yet they 
are ill in his fight as a. kind of Sacrifice, being martyred for his 
ſake. This the Lord will never forget, but will ſurely reward their 
ſervices, and revenge their ſufferings; therefore by the- will of 
God they cry continually, as he tells us in Yerſ 10. efrd they 
cryed with a I:ud woice, ſaying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, 
doeſt thou not judg and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth ? 
This cry of theirs is not from impatience, or doubtfulneſs of the 
thing, or from any particular deſire in themſelves of revenge, but 
out of zeal to the glory of Gods Holinefs, and-of: Gods faith» 
fulneſs. and truth, which is concerned in executing; this vengeance. 
Alſo this cry doth evidence the aſſurance theſe Souk haveiin them- 
ſelves that this thing ſhall be, being built upon the Holineſs and 
Veracity of God; and likewile it witneſſeth the fame tothe Szints 
in all generations, that they might be ſtirred up to- joyn their 
prayers for. the haſtning that day of wrath, .whictr though God 
þ for wiſe and holy ends deferred, yerit ſhall be, and the delay 
thereof. will one day be accounted no ſhcknels in this Almighty. 


Objeft. If any ſhall objeQ; ſaying, And where is Heathen Rome? 
how ſhall this, blood- be avenged upon that State wich i not in the 
Earth.. 


eAnſw, I anſwer, that Heathen Rome, which had a mortal 
wound, is. revived-and* continued in Papal Rome; and this ſecond 
Beaſt doth the ſme works which the firſt” B:aſt did : : ſo that the 
Judgment. denounced, againft, the- firſt, will ' be conſummated upon 
the ſecond; z. aud. as the ſecond'doth carry on and finiſh the Perſe- 
cution and cruelties began by the firſt; fo the defolations and 
calamities begun to be inflited upon the firſt, ſhall, be concluded 
upon the laſt; a.parallel caſe we have in Scripture concerning the 
Antichriſtian.Scribesand Phariſees, or the latter and moft corrupt 
eration and. ſtate of the Jews.z; for whereas this ſpirit'of per- 
tion and cruelty appeared in the former ages to the -killing'of 
many - 
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many Prophets, which the Lord ſent to-turn them from theiryn. 
righteouſneſs; yet theſe in the laſt age built and beautitied 'the 
Tombs of thoſe ſlain Prophets, not in zeal to God, or to honour 
the memory of the Prophets, or their teſtimony ; but they deſign- 
ed to honour themſelves or their counterteit ſanity among the 
people; therefore they condemned the cruelty of their fore-tathers 
in the cale; as we have it in Mat. 2 3. 29, 30, Ye build the Tombs 
of the Prophets,and garniſh the Sepulchres of the 61; hteom, and ſay, 
If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been 
partakers with them in the blood of the Prophets, &c. | lay, this 
and what follows is perfectly the cafe in hand ; for thus Heathen 
Antichriſtian Rowe fl:w the Apoſtles and faithful Chriſtians, and 
Papal Antichriſtian- Kowe immediately following 'in another form, 
takes that Seat, and in a counterfeit ſantity and 2zzal hath built 
Tombs to the Martyred Chriſtians, that is, hath given them the 
honour and dignity of Saints, made them Mediators in Heaven, and 
this in great bypocrifie z in ſhew honouring the Martyrs, but in 
truth thereby dignified its ſelf, and lifted-up its own Soveraignty 
and glory ; yea, herein they ſeemed to condemn the cruelty of 
Heathen Rome, as it were, ſaying, If we had lived 'in their days, 
we would not have been partakers-of the blood of the Apoſtles, 
and martyred Chriſtians yet the ſame ſpirit and cruel works are 
in this ſecond, which was in the firſt; to that it appears, that 
Papal Rome is not only a ſucceſſor of Heathen -Rome , as to place 
and dominion, but as to tyranny, -wickedneſs and cruelty ; Hea- 
then Rome yet lyeth in Papal Rome z and what our Saviour ſaid to 
. and of the Phariſees mutato nomine, may be ſaid to, and of this 
State or Church, as eat. 23. 31, and lo on, Te be witneſſes to 
your ſelves that ye are the children of them which kild the Martyrs: 
fill ye up then the meaſure of your fathers, ye ſerpents, ye generati« 
on of wipers, how can ye eſcape the damnation of Hell? And whereas 
the ſame works of killing, ſcourging, perſecuting from City to 
City, which Heathen Rome did, Papal Rome doth, and more alſo ; \ 
therefore ſhall all the righteous blood ſhed upon the Earth come 
vpon them in a righteous vengeance from*the hand of the Lord ; 
and though the Lord defers this, and for a time do not execute 
it, it-is not becauſe this Papal Church is not guilty, nor becauſe 
the day- of vengeance ſhall never come upon'her, nor becauſe God 
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firſt B:1ſt; no, the true reaſon we have in Revel. 6. 11, It was ſaid 
unto them that they ſhould reſt yet a little ſeaſon, until their fellow- 
ſervants alſo, and their brethren that ſhould be killed as they were, 
ſhould be fulfilled. So that as the Seat of Heathen and Papal Rome 
is one and the fam?, fo they both had and have the ſame ſpirit of 
cruelty, tyranny and perſecution, and their defſiza is the ſane, 
namely to oppole, ſupplant and deſtroy the true Church of Chriſt 
out of the Earth ; their work allo is one and the lame, only effe- 
Red by divers and differing methods; ſo that, as Rome hath begun 
to fall in its firſt ſtate and form, fo it ſhall be utterly ruined in 
its ſecond appearance, And as this Papal Rome is more wicked 
than the other, ſo it ſhall have greater plagues, the dregs of the 
cup are reſerved for her to drink. Yet for this, blood muſt cry, 
and the Souls under the Altar muſt cry, and the praycrs of Saints 
in all ages muſt cry to God, who in due time will hear and 
anſwer, 

6. In thelaſt place, Pray that God will in theſe our days pour 
forth his witneſſing ſpirit upon his people in this Nation, that as 
we have for a long time enjoyed the pure and purifying Goſpel of 
Chriſt, ſo we may an{werably witneſs againſt the Errors, |dolatries, 
and falſe ſtate and worſhip of the Church of Rome. Now though 
this be a duty incumbent upon all that are enlightned by the truth, 
yet conſidering the dangers and evils which attend a faithful pro- 
fefſion in the world, our own underſtanding, conſcience, or natural 
courage will not be ſufficient for it, if the Spirit of Truth do not 
enable us to profeſs what he hath taught; when the time of that 
duty come upon us, we ſhall through the weakneſs of our fleſh, 
either deny the Truth, or apoſtatize to that we ſhould witneſs 
againſt, or in unfaithfulneſs turn from this duty when call'd to it, 
Therefore we ſhould not be confident from any thing in us what- 
ever we know of Antichriſt, yet we know not what we ſhall do 
when the hour of temptation come to try tholſE that are upon the 
earth z when God ſhall put us here+in England. into his Fan, many 
that now ſeem to be orthodox, zealous Proteſtants, will then be 
found to be chaff, too light for Gods houſe and uſe ; let none 
then ſtand in his own ſtrength, but fear and pray for the Lords 
help herein, that we may have our proper ballaſt, our own ſted- 
faſtneſs, which is by the Spirit. of Truth in us, that Spirit which 
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of truth, muſt enable us to make profeſſon of it ; the ſpirit of 
SanRity is alſo the ſpirit of Prophecy, Kev. 19. 1c, The teſtimony 
of Feſus is the ſpirit of propheſie. Theie words are the principal 
realon why the Angel refuted and forbad John's worſhipping him, 
becauſe in the Lords work he ſtood upon equal ground with the 
Angel, they were fellow-ſervants, both employ'd about the Teſtj- 
mony of Jeſus; And though the Angel was ent to aſſiſt in the 
diſcovery and inftruting of Fohx in thole things, yet he is faith- 
ful to Gods glory, and renounceth his being the author of thcſe 
great diſcoveries z No, faith he, they are not mine, but they come 
from the Spirit of Prophecy, which hath in all ages revealed the 
hidden and deep things of God, and alſo put a Teſtimony into 
the heart and mouth of his Witneſles ; for as Gods people have 
receiv'd from the Lord what they witn:{s, ſo by the fame Spirit 
they are enabled to manage their Teſtimony to the honour of 
Truth, and to the ſhame and loſs of Antichriſt, I ſay the Teſti. 
mony 'of the Witneſſes depends upon the {pirit of Prophecy ; for 
where the Spirit withdraws his influence and aſhſtance, the Wit- 
nels grows fearful, feeble, and unſcrviceable, yea, his teſtimony ceg- 
ſeth anſwerably to the Spirits withdrawing 3 and ſuch Witneſſes 
become to be as = bones, dead and ulelets in regard of their 
teſtimony z fo on the other hand, when this teſtifying Spirit en- 
ters into any of Chriſts Witneſſes, though they were dead, yet 
they will then ſtand upon their feet, and according 10 the mea- 
ſure of life which they receive from the Spirit, they will bear Wit- 
neſs againſt Antichriſt, and for the Truth. | 
Hence it was that ſuch a mighty Teſtimony was born or given 
to Chriſt under Heathen Rowe, which all their cruelties and- in- 
ſatiable ſhedding of blood could not cut off, no nor limit; the 
Chriſtians did then powerfully cleave to the Truth , with ſuch 
patience and long-ſuffering, that they out-went the power of na- 
ture, plainly ſhewing that they were ſecretly ated and affited 
by the'Spirit of Prophecy, Their faithfulneſs to the Truth of 
Chriſt made them refuſe all bafe compliances or terms of life, or 
ſafety, which might in the leaſt prejudice their Teſtimony ; they 
would not yield to things which though to others might ſeem 
little, yet to them were of great moment, becauſe of the Teſtimony 
which was involved in them. Baronixs in his Annals tells us, that 
in the time of Diocleſians perlecution, the perſecutors defired at 
laſt 
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laſt but the Bibles, poor coats, money or cups which they -uſed in 
the ſervice of God, to be given them as a {mall evidence of their 
yielding, but they refuſed to accept deliverance, yea their lives 
upon thele terms ; yea, when the Squldiers partly wearied in being 
fo bloody, partly deſirous of a ſeemipg canqueſt over the Chriſti- 
ans, did profeſs themlclves willing to take any old paper or-clout 
inſtead of a Buble, but they refuled to give any Et vola (as they 
called it) or caſt-away clout; yea when Souldiers violently puld 
ſuch things from them againſt their wills, they would follow them, 
profeſſing their adherence to the truth, and that they had not any 
way willingly delivered thofe things. This was the ſpirit of thoſe 
days, whereby Chriſts Name, Truth; and Ordinances, were lifted 
up above all the powers of the earth. - I cannot here paſz by the 
Teſtimony of the Chriſtian Saldier in Faliax's time , when that 
Apoſtate return'd from a Viftory on a day dedicated to ane of 
the Heathen gods, a part of whoſe ſervice was to wear Crowns 
upon their Heads ; Fulan, to abuſe the Chriſtians in his Army, 
commanded them to wear Crowns or Coronets on their Heads, 
pretending ro honour his Vitory, hut intending therein bis Idol- 
worſhip z . when the Army obeyed the command, one Chriltiao 
Soldier perceiving the deſign, carried his Coronet in hjs hand, and 
reſuſed to. put it on his head, becauſe he would not in any kind 
own or honour the Heathen gads z, this he ſtood to, though to the 
provoking of the Empergur, and hazarding his own life, aud the 
lives of. all the Chriſtians in the Army ; And. pq take off the cen- 
tures of people abgus. that, Tertm/fiay wiete his famous piece, En- 
tituled, de Corona milits, wherein he doth Frncatly juſtifie the 
Chriſtian Soldier, as having done the part of a true and faithful 
- Chriſtian in bearing this teſtimony. 

And as their Teſtimony was mighty, by the ſpirit of truth en- 
abling Chriſtians to bear and endure for the Truths ſake, fo it ſub- 
dued their very enemies, and mightily encreaſed the number of 
Chriſtians z many Heathens were thereby enlightned and quicked 
to own Chriſt, and declare themſelves Chriſtians. 

Nor hath this Teſtimony or its utefulneſs failed in the days - 
Papal Rome, but this Spirit hath here and there raiſed up one © * 
neſs or other to oppoſe the Antichriſtian, Idolatrous, and 
nable ſtate and praRices of the Papal Church, which if 5 
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been checkt would have over-grown and ſwallowed up all truth 
and righteouſneſs in the earth ; therefore the God of Truth hath 
by his Providence in every age raiſed fome Witneſſes, furniſhed them 
with the ſpirit of Judgment & of burning,by whomAntichriſts King- 
dom hath been much (haken; what a mighty and uſeful Teſtimony did 
Calvin and his Contemporaries bear __—_ Popery, to the-enlight- 
ning and turning many from that myſtery of iniquity. So Luther in 
Germany was by the fame ſpirit” made powerful in his Teſtimony, 
ſo that many were thereby awakened to ſee and deteſt the aho- 
minations of Rome ;, yea, was alſo of ufe to check- and reſtrain the 
abounding hypocriſtes and wickedneſs of the Rowiſh Monks and 
Prieſts. Therefore (as Scnltetas relates ) when the Prieſts 
complained of Luther to the Emperour Charles the Fifth , he told 
them, That if they had been good, they ſhoula have ſtord in no need 
of ſuch a cenſor or correftor of manners as Luther was. Anl1 the ſame 
Author tells of an eminent Abbot, who confeſſ:d that ſuperſtition 
was become ſo groſs and immeaſurable, that he ſaid, 7 ſpeak truly, 1 
think that if Luther had not come among ft ' us, we ſhould by this time 
have perſwaded the people to feed upon hay. And as God had a Lu 
ther in Germany, fo he had a Wickliff in England; whoſe Teſtimony 
was of great ule, | 


But as the light of the Goſpel hath more abundantly ſhined in 
theſe laſt ages, to an higher Teſtimony muſt be born to the Truth; 
pray then P the Spirit of Truth, for a witneſſing ſpirit to be ſent 
upon this people, that if God will bring a trying time upon us, Eng- 
land may yet again be more famous by reſifting Antichriſt, and ſeal- 
ing the Truth-with their blood. 


